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TO THE READ ER. 


Ir will be recollected, by thoſe who 
have peruſed the ſecond edition of the 
Tract on the Influence of Metallic Trac- 
tors,” that an intention was there ſuggeſted 
of preſenting the Public with a tranſlation 
of Surgeons HERHoLDT'sand Rar 's pub- 
lication on PERKINISM. In this work was 
to be introduced the reſults of various ex- 
periments in England. As a promiſe was 
there made, and afterwards repeated, by 
advertiſements in the Newſpapers, that the 
book would be publiſhed at a much earlier 
period, its delay to the preſent time re- 

quires an explanation. 

As ſoon as the tranſlation could be com- 
pleted, which indeed was very ſeaſonably 
executed by Mr. KAMPFMULLER, it was 
put to preſs; during the printing of which, 
that no time might be loſt, the Editor was 
induſtrious in communicating with thoſe 
gentlemen who had given the Metallic 
: 4 = 


, 


to his punctuality. 


16 . 


Practice the moſt extenſive trial, to procure 


ſtatements of the reſult of their experience. 
In the courſe of a few weeks, he was ac- | 
cordingly ſupplied with a great variety of 
caſes, ſufficiently numerous, indeed, to | 
fall a moderate folio. The few of theſe 
which compoſe what appear in the fol- 
lowing pages were given into the hands 


of the Printer, and the work was in great 


readineſs to be publiſhed at the time pro- 
poſed, when a circumſtance occurred 
which cauſed an irremediable impediment; 
—this. was a ſudden attack of a tedious 


and diftrefling illneſs. 


The whole copy not being at that time 


written out, and the Editor totally inca- 


pable, from the ſeverity of his fever, of 
giving the book or the practice any atten- 
tion, all furtherprogreſs was totally arreſted, 


until his recent recovery. Theſe particulars 


it becomes neceſſary to mention, as many, 
to whom the book had been perſonally 


promiſed ſome time ſince, might otherwiſe 


have entertained an . opinion unfavourable 
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( ix ) 

Among the immenſe maſs of communi. 
cations of caſes, detailing the ſucceſs of the 
"Tractors, with which the Editor was ſup- 
plied, it has been his object to ſelect thoſe 
which come from perſons who have given 
them an extenſive and varied experiment. 
Theſe perſons are moſt competent to de- 
cide on the real. merits of. the Diſcovery. 
Reports of this claſs, indeed, were prefer- 
red even to ſuch as were received from cha- 
racters of rank, or of the medical profeſ- 
ſion, who had ſeen leſs of the Practice. 

It would have been the Editor's with to 
have inſerted a greater number of the 
caſes, with-which he was favoured ; but the 
few he has introduced, and his concluding 
remarks, ſo ſwelled out the work, that he 
was apprehenſive it was already too bulky 
to be inſured of a faithful and attentive 
peruſal, 


Panr I, 


of this book, which is devoted to the 
Danith caſes, will be found more intereſt- 
ing to medical readers, than to thoſe who 
55 5 have 
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have not fo intimate a knowledge of 
technical terms; yet the NorEs, which, 
it will be obſerved, are attached to theſe 
caſes, will, he apprehends, be of no 
inconſiderable uſe to every poſſeſſor of the 
Tractors. Theſe Notes, as pointing out 
the errors of others, are perhaps better 
calculated than any other method which 
could be adopted, for explaining the man- 
ner of uſing the Tractors, and, what is 
equally important, for pointing out the claſs 
of diſeaſes moſt ſubject to their influence. 

Moſt of the caſes which appear in the 
Daniſh publication, were made under cir- 
cumſtances ſo unfavourable for farr trials, 
that many perſons who peruſed them in the 
manuſcript, before they were ſent to the 
preſs, thought it but doing an injuſtice to 
the Diſcovery to give them an inſertion in 
this work; the Editor, however, has de- 
termined otherwiſe. For want of the ne- 
ceſſary inſtructions for uſing the Tractors, 
the Phyſicians of Copenhagen failed in nu- 
merous inſtances; but as the cauſes of 
theſe failures are extremely evident, and 


very 


| (3 
very eaſy to be explained, he reſts aſſured 


that thoſe who are diſpoſed to reſpect the 
truth will appreciate them as they merit. 


. 


in which are included about a hundred and 
fifty caſes, that have occurred in England, 
will be found more intereſting and ſatisfac- 
tory to the generality of readers. The 
applications here were made by perſons 
better acquainted with the practice, and 
conſequently were attended with greater 


ſucceſs. To theſe caſes, therefore, the 


Editor begs leave to refer thoſe whoſe 
object is to aſcertain to what extent, and 
in what diſeaſes, the new remedy may be 
ſucceſsfully employed. 


IN PART III, 


are introduced ſeveral experiments 
on brutes, as horſes, &c. upon which 
| ſpecies, it is fully aſcertained, the Tractors 
are as efficacious as on the human 
body. The reſults of the trials on horſes 

4 ” = _ 


(23 


offer to the oppoſers of this Practice an oe- 
caſion for a further diſplay of their ingenu- 
ity, in inventing other arguments againſt 
it, than that of the effects being produced 
by any action on the imagination. | 
The obſervations under the head Cox 
% Ls loR,“ it is conceived, will not be re- 
-garded as unimportant. A perſuaſion of 
their utility and intereſting nature to thoſe 
in poſſeſſion: of the Tractors, induced the 
Editor to dwell on them at conſiderable 
length. Of the merits of the ſubje& treated 
of in the Appendixes, Ne II. and N' III. 
the reader muſt judge. 
| To facilitate the reader's ſearch for the 
effects of the Tractors in particular diſeaſes, 
there has been arranged at the cloſe of the 
book an INDEX OF. THE CASEs in alphabe- 
tical order. By adverting to this, the en- 
quirer can immediately learn, whether any 
diſeaſe he may have in view is applicable 
to the Metallic Practice, and if ſo, by turn- 
ing to the page mentioned, he will ſee the 


effects of the Tractors in ſuch diſeaſe 


deſcribed, 
This 


l 

This volume is preſented to the Public: 
not without great diffidence. Much of the. 
latter part of the book was written during 
the Editor's convaleſcence, and many in- 
accuracies muſt thereby have undoubtedly 
been committed; but thoſe, to whom alone 
it is addreſſed, will, he flatters himſelf, not 
withhold all reaſonable allowances. The 
language he has employed, and the truths 
he has been compelled to declare, in ſome 
parts of the work, have partaken too much 
of the nature of cenſure, to have afforded 
him any pleaſure in the detail. The ſhafts 
of intereſt and malevolence having been 
aimed againſt him, he conceived he was 
excuſable in attempting to repel them. If 
in this however he has erred, he muſt re- 
gret the misfortune, which indeed will 
not be a little alleviated in his own breaſt, 
by reflecting that he has endeavoured 
Well. | 
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Ix this place it is proper to ſuggeſt the 
Editor's intention of carrying into effect, 
the 


xiv j 
the enſuing winter, a Plan which he hopes 
may be the means of rendering this diſ- 
covery ſtill more ufeful to the . and 
this is, eſtabliſhing an 


| INSTITUTION FOR RELIEVING 
| : THE POOR. 


It has occurred to him that ſuch an inſti- 
tution, under proper arrangements, might 
be productive of beneficial effects. Thoſe 
extenſive and uſeful claſſes of inhabitants; 
under the denominations of ſervants, arti- 
ficers, labourers, ſoldiers, &c. from their 
neceſſary expoſure to the viciſſitudes of 
the weather, are perpetually ſubject to 
thoſe diſeaſes which are moſt readily 
cured by the new remedy. The ſufferings 

of theſe people, from rheumatiſms and other 
acute diſeaſes, are much greater than is 
generally known by thoſe whoſe fortune 
it is to move in the more eaſy and 
elevated ſpheres of life. The patient 
will here poſſeſs an advantage which 
is not to be had at other private medical 
= di.ſpenſaries. 
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diſpenfaries. Several phyſicians in Lon- 
don, are in the habit of devoting a few 
hours of the day, once a week; to the 
benevolent purpoſe of giving advice gra- 
tis, but the medicine 1s not alſo given 

away, and the expence of this is no incon- 
ſiderable thing for the indigent ſufferer. 
Here no expence will be incurred. If, on 
the firſt examination, their complaints 
ſhall be found ſuitable ro the Practice, their 
names may be entered on the books, and 
permiſſion given them to receive the ap- 
plication daily, for as long a time as ſhall 
be deemed neceſſary. Appropriate and 
extenſive apartments will be procured, and 
three hours each morning devoted to ſuper- 
intending the applications, either by the 
Editor himſelf, or a medical aſſiſtant. Dui- 
ing that time a great number of patients 
will be enabled to receive the benefit of 
the operations, as they may be inſtructed 
to uſe the Tractors on each other. 
To prevent thoſe impofitions and idle 
applications, which an unlimited permiſ- 
ſion of admittance would give riſe to, it 
; Will 
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will be found neceſſary to circulate Invita- 
tions, among perſons of reſpectability, to 
recommend, at all times, ſuch poor perſons 
as they ſhall conceive to be ſuitable ſub- 
jects. To none could the Editor, with 
greater propriety, beſtow theſe invitations, 
r by none indeed may the indulgence be 

more juſtly claimed, than thoſe who have 
purchaſed the Tractors. It will, therefore, 
be his care, that thoſe who reſide in this me- 
tropolis, and with whoſe addreſſes he is 
favoured, be ſeaſonably notified on this head. 
If it ſhall be found that ſo great a number 
of patients, from the recommendation of 
purchaſers alone do not apply, as can with 
convenience be attended to, the ſame in- 
dulgence will be extended to ſome others. 
Of the place for this eſtabliſhment, and 
other particulars, neceſſary to be mentioned, 
notice will be ſeaſonably communicated. 'It 
willnot be opened, for the reception of pati- 
ents, until the approach of cold weather, 
when the complaints, ſuitable for this Prac- 
tice, begin to prevail. During the warmer 
months of the year, the Tractors are com- 
paratively 


( xvii ) 
* paratively of little uſe, as the body is gene- 
rally covered with perſpiration, and the 
proper diſeaſes are ſcarcely to wan met 
with 


— — 


The Ie with printed Directions for 
their uſe in families, may be had of the 
Editor, at his houſe in Leiceſter Square, 
price Five Guineas the ſet.— To prevent 
frauds and irhpdfitions, every genuine ſet 
of the TraQors i is ſtamped with the words 
6 PERKINS. Parent TRrACToRs ;” and to 
the paper of directions, attending them, 
is ſubjoiged a Receipt for the Five Guineas, 
numbered and ſigned in his hand-writing ; 
thus, Benjamin Douglas Perkins.” The 
hours of attendance on Patients at home, 
are from Nine to Three o'clock in the 
Morning. The remainder of the day is 
e to Tue abroad. 


Leiceſter e 
September 24th 1799. 
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Will the Reader have the Goodneſs to correct with a Pen the following 
| -ERRATA. 983 


Page 3. line 26. from top, for c author, write editor —p. 26. I. 22. for 


1 leave,” leswen—p. 29. I. 12. eraſe * gouty” ==p, 137. J. 6. for © lady,” 


„ rey 139. |. 9. for © cured,” relieved; in line 11. for © was 
perfectly cured,” confiderably relieved ; in line 15. for the © relicks of, 


| after; and in line 16. for“ he had been confined to hie bed, by wvbich be 
4 


d been con fi ned. p. 147. I. 8. for © Stafford,” Stratford p. 178. l. 
16. for * ſeemed to have,” ſeemed to a byſlander to bawe—p. 285. |. 15. 
for * edical,” medical -p. 299, 1, 21. for © ſplenetic maniacal,” plenetic 
and mayiacal, | 8 


2 1 , 4 - . » H „ 
+ 1 7-4 £ 2 * * * 
. , E537 ; ; . +: * , 
P A R 1 Hf Pers 
” 3 . Tx 4 . - F #4 : * 

* . : * . 4 5 4 
FF — —— {1 vs 3 FE 
44 ff 45 Yoga 19 * 2.43.4 LA. ALS * 7 
« E X P E R 1 M E N 8 
3 l 47 4 : ; * 

# * 
, : 


DR. PERKINS's METALLIC TRACTORS, 


| VAT. 
COPENHAGEN. 


JREFATORY 1 to the ehbpig trabſ-. 

lation of Surgeons Herholdt' s and 
Rafi's work on PzrxINISM, it may be 
proper to obſerve, that the caſes there in- 
troduced, having been communicated by 
medical men, were drawn up in medical 
language. Indeed there ſeemed among the 
writers a greater attachment to technical 
terms, than is ufually met with in ſimilar 
publications, in this country. With a view 


of rendering theſe more intelligible to the 
"S common 


23 

common claſs of readers, the plain Engliſh 
language 1s ſubſtituted, and the original 
Latin terms retained in brackets. In one 
or two inſtances, where an unintereſting 
and tedious detail of a caſe was given, it 
was thought proper to abbreviate it, ri- 
gidly adhering however to the meaning of 
the writer. 


The critic will undoubtedly obſerve 
ſome of the native German idiom, which, 
in elegant tranſlations, it is ever an ob- 
jet to avoid. This muſt not be im- 
puted as a fault of the Tranſlator, Mr. 
Kampfmuller, who is a man of letters and 
abilities, but to the Editor's earneſt injunc- 
tion, that more attention be paid to giving 
the meaning of the original literally, than 
elegantly. The Editor's remarks, which 
indeed will only be met with in one or two 
of the firſt pages, can readily be diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the tranſlated matter. The title 
of the work in queſtion is as follows: 


vom DEM PERKINISMUS, ODER DEN METALLNA- 


ELN DES D. PERKINS IN NORDAMERIKA, NEBST . 


AMERI- 


463 


AMERIKANISCHEN ZEUGNISSEN, UND VERSUCHEN 
KOPENHAGENER AERZTE. HERAUSGEGEBEN VON 
DEN HERREN DIVISIONS CHIRURGUS HERHOLDT 
UND ASSESSOR RAFN. AUS DEM DANISCHEN UBER. 
SETZT UND MIT ANMERKUNGEN BEGLEITET VON 
D. JOHANN CLEMENS TODE, DER ARZNEY WISSENS- 
CHAFT ORDENTLICHEM PROFESSOR UND KONIG- 


LICHEM HOFMEDICUS. 


TRANSLATION. 

„ ON PERKINISM, OR THE METALLIC TRAC- 
TORS (a) OF DR. PERKINS OF NORTH AMERICA; 
WITH THE AMERICAN TESTIMONIES, AND THE 
EXPERIMENTS OF PHYSICIANS AT COPENHAGEN. 
PUBLISHED BY M. HERHOLDT, SURGEON OF DI- 
VISION, AND M. RAFN, ASSESSOR: TRANSLATED 
FROM THE DANISH INTO THE GERMAN, AND 
ACCOMPANIED WITH NOTES (5), BY DR. JOHN 
CLEMENS TODE, PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE, AND 
ROYAL PHYSICIAN. WITH ONE PLATE. COPEN- 
HAGEN, PRINTED BY FREDERIC BRUMMER 1798.” 


* 


(a) This is tranſlated in the German * NapzLn,” 
but we ſhall retain the Engliſh term TrRacTors. 
(+) Theſe Notes of Dr. Top are of a very extraor- 


| dinary nature, and ſhall be noticed at the cloſe of the 


Daniſh experiments. 

The Author regrets that he has not been able to 
procure the original Daniſh edition of Meſſrs. HER- 
HOLDT and RAFN; having only received the German 


of Dr. Top. 


B 2 Surgeons 


(SF; 


Surgeons HE RHOL DT and Ra N addreſs 
the public as follows: 


Doctor Perkins, of Plainfield, in North 
America, is the diſcoverer of a new and 
ſingular remedy for pains, inflammations, 
and many nervous diſeaſes. This remedy 
we believe is entirely unknown in Europe. 
As we have been ſo fortunate as to pro- 
cure, not only the neceſſary inſtruments, 
but alſo the pamphlet which Dr. Perkins 
has publiſhed in America, concerning this 
diſcovery; and as ſeveral phyſicians in Co- 
penhagen and its neighbourhood are now 
repeating his experiments, we conceive an 
account of it will be acceptable to our 


readers.” 


After deſcribing the ſhape and appear- 


ance of the Tractor s, which they exem- 


plify by an engraving, they next proceed 
to give a tranſlation of the printed Directions 
for uſing them. Of theſe, with very great 
propriety, they complain, as being too con- 
| | ciſe 


— — —— 


C8 3 

ciſe and inſufficient for affording the in- 
ſtruction neceſſary for a proper comprehen- 
ſion of the diſeaſes, in which this remedy 
is to be employed, and of the mode of its 
application. This indeed is much to be 
regretted, as in the courſe of their experi- 
ments, the Tractors were often uſed in diſ- 
eaſes which have been ſince expreſsly 
pointed out as not ſubject to their influ- 
ence; and it is alſo the more to be la- 
mented, as thoſe ſeveral characters, who 
carried on this enquiry, poſſeſſed in ſo 
eminent a degree the abilities as well as 
candour magnifies for an impartial inveſti- 
gation. Poſſeſſed of proper documents, 
they would have been much more compe- 
tent for coming to juſt concluſions on the 
merits of the practice, 


The ſucceſs which attended their ex- 
periments, notwithſtanding theſe embar- 
raſſments, may give ſome idea of what 
would have hoop the reſult, had they 


been provided with the neceſſary inſtruc- 
B 3 lions. 


(6) 
Zions, The Directions which they re- 
ceived were the ſame which the diſco- 
verer made public on firſt announeing the 
Tractors in America; and as his practice 
at that early period was quite in its in- 
fancy, it could not be expected that 
ſo ample and complete inſtruction ſhould 
then be given, as after it had met with a 
more extenſive and varied experiment. It 
is proper to mention this, as it will appear 
hereafter that the failure of ſucceſs in ſe- 
veral of their experiments was owing to a 
want of due information on this ſubject. 
Examples of theſe, together with ſuch other 
remarks as are thought important, wall be 
Jeen 1 in Notes. 


After introducing the whole of the 
American pamphlet, Meſſrs, HzxnorDr 


and RAFN preface the Daniſh experiments 
with the following remarks ; acquainting 


the public by what means the Tractors be- 
came known at Copenhagen ; 


« The 


( 3 


The lady of Major OxxolL M, having 
been lately in America, had ſeen and heard 
much of the great effects of PERKINISM {c/. 
Influenced by a maſt benevolent diſpoſition, 
ſhe brought theſe Tractors and the pam- 
phlet with her to Europe, with a laudable 
deſire of extending their utility to her ſuf- 
fering countrymen. My friend FREDER1C 
SNI DER, hearing of this circumſtance, and 
being in the habit of communicating to 
me [HErHoLDT] every thing which oc- 
curs to him that is intereſting to ſcience, 
obtained permiſſion of the Major's lady to 
acquaint me with this diſcovery, and to 
ſupply me with the Metallic Tractors. For 
this favour we acknowledge great obliga- 
tions, not only on our own part, but alſo ' 
in behalf of ſcience.” 


(c) On the firſt mention of the term PERKINISM in 
the Daniſh pamphlet, M. HernoLDT has this note: 
« Ad modum Galvaniſmum,” viz. That like GALvAN- 
ISM, the term is derived from the name of the p18. 


COVERER. 


B 4 _ 


— — 


(6 
' PROCEEDINGS IN CONSEQUENCE. 

Having peruſed the teſtimonies re- 
ſpecting the efficacy of the Metallic Trac- 
tors, and having ſeen it confirmed by ſo 
great a number of characters worthy of 
credit, ſome of whom are known to us, 
as enlightened phyſicians and of great re- 
putation, it was natural that this ſhould 
awaken in us a deſire of trying the experi- 
ments. The impotency of medicine 1n 
moſt of the diſeaſes mentioned, and the re- 
flection that PERKINISM was neither trou- 
bleſome, or a very coſtly remedy, and that 
it did not occaſion the leaſt inconvenience, 
but on the contrary was ſaid to afford re- 
lief “ cito, tuto, et jucunde, were all mo- 
tives to increaſe this deſire. This induced 
us to inform our practiſing phyſicians of 
the contents of the pamphlet, to engage 
them to procure the Tractors, and to try 
their efficacy. Here follows the reſult of 
the experiments, ſo far as they have been 
communicated to us, and made by our- 
ſelves. 1 
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EXTRACT 


REPORT OF EXPERIMENTS, 
Made in the Courſe of February 1798, in the SURGEONS SIDE of 


 FREDERIC'S HOSPITAL, 


WITH THE 


TRACT ORS, 
AND VARIOUS OTHER METALS, AS 


SILVER, LEAD, BISMUTH, ZINK, BRASS, IRON, AND COPPER, 


Communicated by SchuMUAchER, 


Profeſſor and Surgeon of the Hoſpital. March 8th, 1798. 


* 


A. 
CASE I, 


ToFTEGAARD, aged 31, lying in the 
ſick room, letter I, had, on the 13th Fe- 
bruary, an acute pain in the right knee. 
All theſe ſeveral metals, except the Trac- 

tors, were applied. On the application of 
{ome of them he felt a burning pain to the 
toes, 


— 


3 
1 
oi 
i 
{4 
' 
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toes, and afterwards relief. The points of 


ebony and ivory were tried; no ſuch heat 


was perceived here. During the applica- 


tion there ſeemed ſome mitigation of pain, 
but it immediately returned. The me- 
tals were uſed again, and afforded evident 
relief; and on being repeated daily, until 
the preſent 8th of March, (23 days) the 
diſeaſe is almoſt entirely gone. 


Cass Il. 


J=ns LyYNGE, alſo in let. I, aged 32, 
had a white ſwelling | fungus articuli] in his 
right knee, accompanied with continual 
pain, which at intervals was very ſevere. 
The 24th of February, when the pain had 
been for ſome time very violent, theſe me- 


tals were applied, and they produced a 


burning heat from the knee all the way 
down the : bone of the leg [tibia]. The ap- 
plications were repeated about ten days, 
and. conſiderable benefit was obtained, 


„ 


CAs E III. 


Jon BoMGARDEN, alſo in let. I, aged 
32, had a fliffneſs in his right knee at- 
tended with ſome pain, The experiments 
with the metals were begun on the 15th of 
February, and continued to the 28th, when 
the pain and ſtiffneſs had very much di- 


miniſhed. 


Can IV. 


JoAchix, in let. G, aged 52, had been 
for ſome time afflicted with the gout in his 
left arm. He was PERKINISED with the 
Metallic Tractors which came from Ame- 
rica. During their application the pain 
very much diminiſhed, and he recovered. 


CASE V. 
ELIZABETH, in let. C, aged 10, had 
paius in the left fide of the head, from a 


blow ſhe had received five years ago, and 
beſide, 


( 12 ) 


beſide, an inflammalion in the left eye. The 
metal biſmuth was twice applied, after 
which the watering in the eye increaſed, 
but ſhe could with more eaſe look at the 
light, and the pain in the head was leſs. 
The Tractors were uſed, and the pain in 
the head ceaſed entirely, and has not re- 
turned fince. 


CASE VI. 


GoDFREY, in let. B, aged 40, had for 
ſome weeks a conſiderable ſwelling | gan- 
glion] on the great proceſs [trochanter] of 
his right thigh, which was accompanied 
with a pain that extended from the hip 
nerve [nervus iſchiaticus] down to the leg. 
On the 2d of February, the Metallic Trac- 
tors from America were applied. During 
their application he felt a ſtrong twitching 
in the muſcles; the pain increaſed with 
burning, which laſted about two hours, af- 
ter which it became eaſy. Various other 
compoſitions of metals, as lead, zink, and 
biſmuth, were then tried. Theſe produced 
ſome 


ſome effect, but the twitching was not as 
before obſerved. On the 12th, the Tractors 
were repeated, during which the pain, as 
formerly, increaſed, with burning, and con- 
tinued near two hours and a half. The 
uſual pains afterwards were diminiſhed re- 
markably, and they left the patient entirely 
in a couple of days. 


CASE VII. 

PETER ALSING, i in let. B, aged 71, had 
a violent pain in the region of his a elbow. 
Silver and zink were tried upon him with- 
out much benefit. 

CASE VIII. 

SIDZE, in let. E, aged 25, had a [ Ptery- 
gium inflammatorium] an mflamed film on 
the left eye, with pams in the face, but more 
particularly in her head. The various me- 
tals before mentioned were applied, from 
ſome of which ſhe experienced benefit. 
On a trial of the pots of ivory {d) and 

ebony, 
ſd) The oppoſers of the Tractors in America, at 


firſt aſſerted, that their effects were aſcribable to the 
27 ä imagination; 


— 


— 


— 
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ebony, the eye was for a moment eaſier, 


but ſoon it /we/led, which was not obſerved 
on the application of the metals. 


imagination; but on aſcertaining that infants and perſons 


in epileptic fits, where no imagination exiſted, were aliks 
relieved, then it was faid they were owing to the mecha- 
nical irritation of the points of the inſtruments. Relief 
they urged could be given by unconducting ſubſtances, 
as pointed ivory, &c. This mode of explanation proved 
equally erroneous; for, on enquiry, theſe patients were 
always found to be weak-minded and credulous, and their 
complaints of a nature that could not afford occular 
proof of an alteration. On trying ſuch pointed ſubſtances 


in acute inflammations, as in eryſipelas, burns, ſcalds, 


inflammations of the eyes, &c. it was found that the 
diſeaſe, inſtead of heing diminiſhed, was increaſed. As 
in the inflamed eye above, the patient might be induced 
to ſay it was for a moment eaſier, yet the parts ſoon 
ſwelled, and became worſe from their irritation. Thus 
the pains in the knee alſo, in Caſe I., (a) is ſaid to 
have been mitigated, but it ſoon returned; and was 
afterwards cured by the metals. The influence of fear 
is well known from the common occurrence of the 


* — . 4 A 
— — 


— 


(a) This caſe has been inaccurately ſtated by a very reſpectable 
literary Journal in this country, from an error in tranſlating ; 
and though it was corrected among the errata in the number for 
the next month, it has ſeveral times been quoted. Inſtead of ſtat- 
ing that the pain ſoon returned in the knee, and was afterwards 
cured by the metals, it ſaid * the ivory points cured the knee. 


ceſſation 


. 
28 = 5 
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CASE IX. 


Lors PAULSEN, in let. S. S, aged 38, had 
a violent pain in the left fide and the back 
part of his head. He was PERKINISED 
with the Tractors only once, and the pain 
ceaſed, though ſome ſoreneſs remained a 
ſhort time afterwards. | 


ceſſation of pain in a tooth, when the terrific inftrument 
for extracting it is preſented to the view of the alarmed 
ſufferer. This, however, is only obſerved in complaints 
unattended with acute external inflammation ; when, 
therefore, experiments are made to aſcertain this point, 
they ſhould not be tried on pains which may be Frigbten- 
ed away, but in real inflammatory diſeaſes. 


( 16 ) 


B. 


EXPERIMENTS OF M. KLINBERG, 


CASE I. 


| A lady, 36 years of age, had been, dur- 
ing four weeks, afflicted by a moſt violent 
rheumatic pain [malum iſchiaticum accu- 


tum] in her leſt hip, and extending to the 
thigh of the ſame fide. Mercurials mended 


her ſituation ſo far, that ſhe was not exer- 
ciſed with very great pains, except when ſhe 
moved her knee or attempted to walk. 
She was therefore obliged to keep all the 
lower extremity extended without moving. 
As the ſtiffneſs had continued for ſome 
weeks, notwithſtanding the above reme- 
dies, I was curious to ſee the effects of 
PERKINISM : I made the firſt experi- 
ment on the 2d of March in the evening. 
During the application ſhe did not per- 
ceive any alteration, but a quarter of an 


hour afterwards a very violent pain ſeized 
her 


„ 


her, all over her leg and foot. In this ſi- 
tuation ſhe remained the whole night, and 
the pain by paroxyſms affected all the lower 
extremity on the right ſide. 


The next day, on their application, the 
pain ceaſed a little, and the ſtiffneſs in the 
hip, had, according to the patient's declara- 
tion, ſomething diminiſhed. 4th, her night 
had been comfortable: PERKINISM was 
applied in the evening, after which ſhe had 
again an attack of pain, but not fo violent 
as the laſt. It was remarkable, that the 
pain drew this time towards the arms and 
back, where, during all her 2 ſhe 


had never felt any. 


The 5th, they diminiſhed the pains 
again, and the ſtiffneſs in the hip was 
now remarkably leſſened. PERRKINISNI 
was applied the following days until the 
8th, morning and evening, without any 
conſiderable alteration, except that imme- 


diately after the application ſhe felt an 
C acute 


( 18 ) 


acute pain in different parts of the body, 


which however went off in a couple of 
hours. The former ſtiffneſs, on the con- 
trary, is now almoſt entirely gone, ſo much 


that ſhe can tread upon the ground, and 


even walk ſome ſteps, which the had not 
been able to do for nine weeks before /e. 
(Signed) W. KLINOGBERO, 
_ Surgeon of Reſerve in the Navy, 
and Candidate at Frederic's 
gth March 1798. 


| ( F ) The Tractors in this caſe, and indeed in all others 


of pains in the hip, ſhould have been extended quite to 
the toes. So long a time would not have been neceſſary 


for giving that relief which was obtained, and the pains 
would not have thus ſcattered about the body, had they 
been conducted off at the extremity. 


nr IONS. AED Lf? 
cc 
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"© 
MR. STEFFENS'S EXPERIMENTS. + 


Agreeably to your requeſt, I ſend you an 
account of the effects I have ſeen of PER- 
KINISM. I have employed it upon ſome 
without material benefit ; with others, on 
the contrary, the pain was inſtantaneouſly 
removed. Three caſes are particularly re- 
markable. 


CASE I. 


A man, who for ſome time had been 
afflicted with fy:ng gouty pains, was PER= 
 KINISED for a /ip gout [malum iſchiati- 
cum] with which he had been afflicted for 
ſome weeks. I conducted the points of the 
Tractors from the large proceſs of the thigh 
bone {trocanter major] to the large muſcle 
on the rump | muſculis glutæus ]. When I 
had given about fifty ſtrokes, he felt the 
pain where the Tractors terminated, I 
then continued them from that place down- 
wards, and ſoon after he was ſeized with a 
pain in the upper part of the foot [tarſus] of 

2 EE 
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( 20 ) 
the ſame leg, where, at different times, he 
had felt uneaſineſs before he was attacked 
with the Jip gout. He was no further 


operated upon the firſt day, but they have 
been daily uſed on him ſince, and the pain 


was always alleviated for a couple of 


hours VJ. 
CASE II. 


I applied the Tractors to a lady for a 
migraine, as it is called, or nervous head- 
ache, from the temple to the angle of the 
lower jaw : the migraine ceaſed, but ſhe 
felt ſome pain in the lower jaw the whole 
day. | 

CAs E III. 


PRO PESsSsOR SCHUMACHER applied the 
Tractors upon myſelf for a nervous head- 
ache, I will therefore, as well as I can, 
deſcribe to you my ſenſations during the 
operation, and the effects I felt from it. 


22 Here again a permanent cure was not effected, in 
conſequence of the Tractors not having been conducted 


quite to the extremity, 
| The 
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The Profeſſor conducted the Tractors from 
the temple to the hinder part of the head; 
after ſome minutes, it ſeemed to me as if 
the pain ſpread over the whole head. It 
centered afterwards in the frontal region; 
on applying the Tractors there, it changed 
into a heavy pain over both eyes, and in a 
quarter of an hour it entirely left me. 


1 have applied PexxinisM for the 
zooth-ache /g to patients, which conſtantly 
relieved them, yet only for a time. All 
felt pain on the ſpot where the ſtrokes 
ceaſed. I have not had opportunity for 
making many experiments, but if I ſhould 
diſcover more remarkable effects from this 
operation, I certainly will not omit to in- 
form you of them. 


(Signed) N. C. B. SrErrENs, 
cs Candidate to the Frederic's 
Frederic's Hoſpital, Hoſpital. 
March gth 1798. 


(2) Theſe, in all probability, were carious or decayed, 
Perfect cures of them muſt never be expected. 


C 3 


(0 8 


D. 


EXPERIMENTS MADE WITH PERKINISM, 
ON THE PHYSICIANS SIDE OF FRE- 
DERIC'S HOSPITAL. 


CASE I. 


IExs, a peaſant lad from the country, 
aged 23, was received into the hoſpital on 
25th of November 1797. He had for nine 
months fly:mg gouty pains in all his limbs. 
Different remedies for the gout were made 
uſe of in vain ; but during the uſe of mer- 


curials the pains ceaſed, yet came again af- 4 
terwards, and fixed particularly in his loins. A 
PERKINISM was tried at different times 4 


with ſucceſs. The patient was diſmiſſed 
from the hoſpital on the 3d of March, and 
adviſed to continue the uſe of the Tractors. 


( 23 ) 


CAsE II. 


B——, aged 32, had felt for about 
fifteen months gouty paius, which, at 
his reception into the hoſpital, principally 
affected one knee and the back. To both 
places PERKINISM was applied. An in- 
ſupportable cold ſenſation in the back pro- 
hibited a further uſe there; the patient, 
on the contrary, felt a conſiderable heat in 
the knee, after which the pain in a moment 
ceaſed, and was partly felt in the oppoſite 
foot. The experiments were twice repeat- 
ed there, but as the pain very ſoon returned 
they were given up. It has been diſco- 
vered ſince that a /yphilitic affection (h}) was 
at the bottom of his complaints. 


The Tractors have often given temporary eaſe in 
thoſe old ſyphilitic or venereal aj/c:1ons, but never any 
permanent benefit. See this particularly mentioned in 
the printed Directions which attend the Tractors, and 
in my former publication on *The Influence of Metallic 
Tractors,” —Publiſhed by Joh xsoN, St. Paul's Church- 
yard. 


C 4 
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CASE III. 


Marra, aged 29, had for more than a 
year gouty pans, which were increaſed at 
night, and a prelernalural excreſcence [ex- 
oſtoſes] on both ſhins. After having ap- 
plied, in the courſe of four weeks, mercu- 
rials, internally and externally, and at laſt 
the Hunger cure ſi), the pain confined itſelf 
ſolely to the exoſtoſis in the ſhins, where it 
was almoſt inſupportable. PERRINISM 
was tried, and during the operation the 
pain was conſiderably increaſed, but ceaſed 
almoſt entirely, half an hour after. The 
experiment has been repeated four times 
with the ſame ſucceſs, and alſo a great 
abatement of the exoſtoſis. 


(i) © I am not acquainted with this HUNGERKUR, 
but preſume it is ſome ſyſtem of ſtarvation in uſe in Co- 
penhagen ; as it has been aſſerted formerly, that a ſtrict 
adherence to a plan of this kind would cure the venereal 
diſeaſe.” "Tranſlator, 
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CASE IV. 


ANN, aged 26, after a paralytic weak- 
neſs (&) in the right and left leg, felt a con- 
ſiderable pain both in the right and left 
foot. In both parts, during the application 
of the Tractors, the pains ceaſed, but as 
they increaſed very much after their uſe, 
which was thrice repeated, a further trial 
was given up. 


CASE V. 


Lieutenant Von HAGERDORN, aged 
34, came into the hoſpital the 15th of Sep- 
tember with a pain in his right knee, 
which, as the patient ſaid, originated from 
a violent cold. The pain extended after- 


(+) This belongs to a claſs of diſeaſes which is point- 
ed out in the Tract on * I he Influence of Metallic 
Tractors,” as deriving no benefit from the metallic 
practice. Thoſe pains that ariſe from a diminution of 
the nervous energy, or are founded in debility, will ob- 


tain no relief from this application. 


wards 


( 26 ) 


_ wards up to the hip, and then to the other 

knee. Different remedies for the gout, and 
alſo the hunger cure, were employed, as it 
appeared, with a little amendment. The 
Tractors were applied five times, and at 
firſt it ſeemed with a little diminution of 
pain, but afterwards without any apparent 


beneſit J). 
(/) Throughout the whole of the Daniſh experiments, 


there is not, in any one inſtance, mention made of their 

previous caution -to have the parts thoroughly cleanſed 

from oily and greaſy ſub/iances, which, in diteaſes of this 

nature, are ſo frequently employed in the form of em- 

brocations, calaplaſms, plaiſters, &c. &c. In this parti- 
cular caſe, it appears that various remedies for the gout 
were employed; and if the Tractors were 'uſed at the 

ſame time, which was no dcubt the fact, the parts muſt 
have been in a very improper ſtate for receiving the me- 
tallic application. If the diſeaſe, as the patient ſuppoſed, 
aroſe from cold, and if there was no ſcrophulous taint or 
venereal infection in the conſtitution, which the uſing of 
the hunger cure leave a ſuſpicion that the phyſician 
thought there might be, and all extraneous ſubſtances 

had been removed, ſo that the Tractors could have met 
with a fair experiment, J moſt certainly thould have ex- 

pected ſucceſs in this caſe. For the obſtacles which i 
preſents in giving relief by the Tractors, ſee the pam- 

phlet, “ Influence of Metallic Tractors,” page 21, and 

the printed Directions for uſing them. | 


3 
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CASE VI. 


SOREN, aged 40, had a ſciatica in his 
left hip, which had continued twelve days. 
PERKINISM was twice tried, after which 
the pain, and particularly during the ope- 
ration, diſperſed ; but as the parts were 
extremely tender, it was not continued. 


CASE VII. 


JostPH, aged 49, came into the hoſpi- 
tal the roth of February. He had vio- 
lent pains in the left hip, which extended 
all over the exterior part of the leg and 
thigh, and were ſo inſupportable, that the 
patient could not put his foot on the 
ground. They always increaſed at night ; 
but the firſt cauſe of his illneſs he aſcribed 


to an effort in lifting. 


Without 


yo 


Without employing any other reme- 


dy {mJ}, the Tractors were tried. From 


the commencement of the experiments, 


the patient was eaſed ; and with the con- 
ſtant daily uſe, the pain at laſt diſappeared 
entirely in the hip, and deſcended to the leg 
and foot, where, according to his decla- 


ration, it continues to diminiſh ſo far 


that he can very well walk about. The 
places in the hip and the thigh, which 
the Tractors touched, turned quite white, 
and with this change of colour the pain 
went off. 


CAS E VIII. 


GoDFREY, aged 40, came the 21ſt of 
February into the hoſpital. This patient 
had been before under the care of Pro- 
feſſor SCHUMACHER during two months 
and a half; but at laſt, on trying the 
Tractors, he was, according to his own 


m)) Here no oily or greaſy applications were at the 


ſame time uſed, which could counteract the influence of 


the Tractors, ; | | 
account, 


% 
4 
7 
I. 
5 
To 
r 
«4 
Bf 
2 
LP 
at 
KS 
v4 
ra 
= $4 
278 
Y 
* 
; 
34S 


n 


W 1 ary > * 
PFF m re WI IE 
7 C 
1 r 


We 


Ca 


account, entirely cured. On this he left 
the hoſpital ; but two days after he was 
attacked more violently than before. On 
examining, we found a node /n on the tro- 
chanter major, which the patient ſaid had 
come again after it was almoſt entirely 
gone: we have notwithſtanding continued 
the uſe of the Tractors daily, but found no 


benefit. 
CASE IX. 


WENGSTEEN, aged 36, had, for al- 


moſt a whole year, gouty pains from 
a /yphilitic cauſe. After having under- 


gone the hunger cure for about eleven 
weeks, the pain fixed in his left ſhoulder 
and arm, where it rendered motion ex- 
tremely difficult. He had made uſe of a 


(#) Thus we ſee how liable the Tractors are to be 
brought into diſcredit, by not paying a proper attention 
to the kinds of diſeaſes for which they are recommended. 
Had not Dr. BANG diſcovered this mark of old venereal 
infection, the diſeaſe would have been called rheumatiſm, 
and in conſequence been conſidered a fair caſe. 


vapour 


4 


vapour bath at different times. The Trac- 
tors have now been five times applied, but 

the patient cannot decidedly ſay whether 
the experiments /o/ have contributed any 


to diminiſh the pain and ſtiffneſs. 


Ca 8 E X. 


4 


BoLLE, aged 53, came into the hoſpital 
on the 12th of January, with pains in all 
his limbs, which he had ſuffered for eight 
days. At the end of a month the pains 
ſettled principally in the right knee, and 
the ball of the left foot. 


The Tractors were twice applied. The 
pain during the operation grew leſs ; but 
returning ſoon after, and the patient be- 
ing fatigued, aſked to have bliſters applicd ; 
ſo they were not repeated (/. 


(o) No doubt they have not; and had they been 
continued until this time, as the diſeaſe had its origin 
in the venereal, no benefit ſhould have been expected. 


( p) If no oily applications were at the fame time 
employed in this caſe, a frequent uſe of the Tractors 


would no doubt have cured the diſeaſe. 


„. 


CASE Xt. 


CuRISTIANA, aged 20, came into the 
hoſpital on the 14th of February. She had 
been ſeverely afflicted with violent pains in 
her left knee. PEREKINISM was tried 
three times, but the pain increaſing /g/ 
during each application, it was not conti- 
nued. 


(Signed) F. L. BANG, M. D. 


Profeſſor and firſt Phyſician in the 


| Frederic's Hoſpital. 
Copenhagen, | 


March the 13th, 1798. 


) have very ſeldom met with an inſtance, where 

an increaſe of pain took place on the diſeaſed part during 
the time of the operation, but that on a proper application 
of the Tractors a cure was eventually effected. In theſe 
caſes, particularly, the Tractors, ſhould be carried away to 
a conſiderable diſtance from the part affected, and the 
application ſhould be very frequently made. 

We have here an opportunity of noticing a very egre- 
gious error throughout theſe Daniſh experiments. Among 
all their caſes, there is mention made of only two inſtances 
in which the Tractors were applied more than once a 
day; whereas they ſhould be uſed, in all fixed pains, at 
leaſt three times, and continued for a week or more. 
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This circumſtance is particularly intereſting to hoſ- 
pital practice with the Tractors, where the great num- 
ber of ſicx perſons renders it extremely difficult for the 
ſurgeon or attendants, to beſtow that time and attention 
to each patient which is ſo eaſily done in private fami- 
lies. It is no great taſk for a nurſe or valet in a family 
to devote half an hour, three times a day, to making the 
application ; but this cannot be accompliſhed in an hoſ- 
pital, unleſs it poſſeſſes many ſets of the Tractors, and 
theſe placed in the hands of the patients to practiſe on 
each other. Some of the hoſpitals in America have 
provided themſelves with ſeveral ſets for that purpoſe, 
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E. 
EXPERIMENTS V COMMUNICATED BY 
MR. BLEEK. 
CASE I. 


A lady, aged 36, who had for many 
years been afflicted with a periodical pain 
in one fide of the head |hemicrania] which 

| attacked 


(r) We ſhall now be preſented with ſome experiments, 


not made on hoſpital patients, and which in conſequence 


are every way far more ſatisfactory. Patients of reſpec- 
tability, who are attended in private practice, are more to 
be depended upon, and are much fairer ſubjects for expe- 
riment than the poor miſerable objects which uſually 
compoſe the ſick in an hoſpital. Theſe are generally 
perſons of whoſe character and courſe of life the phyſician 
has no knowledge, and who often are afflited with com- 
plicated maladies, which it is impoſſible for the moſt ſkil- 
ful of the faculty to underſtand. Whoever has been in 
the habit of examining theſe patients, on their admiſſion 
into an hoſpital, need not be informed how extremely 
difficult it is to obtairi from them a juſt ſtatement of 
their caſes, and how prone they are to conceal thoſe diſ- 
orders which are the conſequences of immorality. To 
the Metallic practice this fact is particularly intereſting, 

| as 


(34 ) 


attacked her weekly, and uſually continuing 


for ſome days, defired me to try Dr. PER- 
KINsS's Tractors, I complied with her re- 
queſt, and to my great aſtoniſhment, in the 
{ſpace of five minutes all pain was gone. 
During the operation, I obſerved that her 
pulſe beat faſter than uſual, her hands, 
which were always cold, grew hot, red, and 
iwelled, and began to perſpire to ſuch a 
degree, that drops hung upon the points of 
her fingers. She has to this day, which 1s 
three weeks ſince the operation, not felt 
the leaſt ſymptom of pain, which before 
| tormented her ſo conſtantly. 


as a very great proportion of pains which are often called 
rheumatiſms, and treated as ſuch in military hoſpitals 
eſpecially, have their origin (as appeared in many of the 


experiments laſt communicated, and as muſt alſo have 


been obſerved by every experienced practitioner) in /y- 
philitic affetions. 

In theſe caſes alſo of Surgeon BLEEK, it does not ap- 
pear that any other applications were at the ſame time 
employed, ſo that no extraneous matter could have been 
preſent to counteract the uſual influence of the Tractors. 
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CAs E II. 


| Another lady; aged 17, I cured of a 
theumatic tooth-ache by the fame ope- 
ration. During the application; various 
red ſpots of different forms and ſizes ſhew- 
ed themſelves ſuddenly on the neck. She 
has not felt any return this laſt fortnight, 
though before ſhe had every week many 


fleepleſs nights occaſioned by this pain. 


CAsE III. 


The miſtreſs of an eating-houſe, upwards 
of 30 years of age; for the term of two 
months had never been a day entirely free 
of a partial head-ache ſhemicrania]. It 


became at length ſo violent, that each attack 
occaſioned a kind of convulſive twitch- 


ing in the neck and arm of the ſame ſide: 
I applied the Tractors ; the pain ceaſed in 
five minutes, and has not returned. It is 
now a fortnight ſince the operation; 


D 2 


S © 
CASE IV. 
An old goldſmith had been afflicted for 


many years with a violent gouty head- 
ache, which never left him, notwithſtand- 
ing the application of the moſt approved 
remedies. I applied the Tractors of Dr, 
PERKINs. The pain moved during the 
operation from the forehead and the tem- 
ples to the lower jaw ; when I afterwards 
drew the Tractors over this part, the pain 
diſappeared entirely in the ſpace of ten 
minutes, ſo that only a heavineſs in the 
nead remained. Three days afterwards, 
when I viſited him again, he was quite 
free of the head-ache. 


(Signed) BLEERE, 
Surgeon and Aſſiſtant to 
Profeſſor Tone, 
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EXPERIMENT COMMUNICATED BY 
MR. HAHN. 


CASE I. 


An elderly lady. had, for about eight 
days, ſuffered much from rheumatic pains 
in both her ſhoulders. By my preſcrip- 
tion, Dr. PERKINS's Metallic Tractors 
were applied to her by a girl, and the pain 
was ſo much leſſened, that ſhe has not 
ſince required any medicine. 


(Signed) HAN, 


Surgeon of Diviſion, 
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REMARKS ON THE THEORY OP 
| - PERKINISM. | 


Communicated to Surgeon HR HOT Dr, by Profeſſor 


ABILDGAARD. 


You wiſh for an account of my expe- 
riments with Dr. PERKINS's Tractors, 
Thoſe which I have hitherto had time and 


opportunity to make, are ſo few in number, 


and fo little inſtructive, that they ſcarce 


deſerve to be noticed, I ſhall therefore 
firſt communicate to you my thoughts on 
the phyſical importance of this diſcovery, 
and the reaſons which determined me, on 
becoming acquainted with its merits, to 
conſider it as a ſubject deſerving a fair in- 
veſtigation ; and not to be rejected, becauſe 
we cannot immediately ſee the connexion 
between the cauſe and effect in this ope- 
ration. 


But not to be miſled by too great zeal 
for every thing which may contribute to 
the improvement of human knowledge, and 

par- 


416 


particularly to that which enables us to 
alleviate the pains and diſeaſes of ſuffering 
humanity, we ought /s} not yet to be too 
confident in our belief that Dr. PERKiNs's 
Tractors, conſidered as medical remedies, 


will acquire that great and important 


value ; or whether they will poſſeſs the 
merit of being much more than a palliative 
to diſeaſes. But even if we conſider this 
diſcovery merely in a philoſophical view, 
it deſerves the thorough attention of me- 
dical men, and particularly that of phy- 


ſiologiſts. 


It is ſingular, that in phyſic many reme- 
dies are daily employed, the good effect of 


Which is no otherwiſe warranted, than that 


they have not Hindered the cure of the pa- 
tient; and though it is notorious, that in 


(s) We cannot ſuppoſe that the Profeſſor, by this obſer- 
vation, meant to convey the idea, that in order to a pro- 
per inveſtigation of a new doctrine, one ſhould abſolutely 
be prejudiced againſt it; but oniy that ſome caution is 
neceſſary, that we do not ſubſcribe to its merits before 
they are thoroughly proved. 
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many diſeaſes the ſum of twenty or thirty 
rix-dollars is often expended for medicines, 
which altogether have not ſo much effect 
upon the human body as one good dinner; 
and that though we ſcarce know the true 
phyſical cauſe of the effect of one of the 
thouſand remedies which are employed, yet 
we are in general ſo unreaſonable as to uſe 
new medicines, ſolely becauſe they agree, 
either in reality or imagination, in ſome, 
meaſure with thoſe hitherto known Y. 


As we are accuſtomed to employ roots, 
herbs, ſalts, &c. as remedies, nothing more 


is required to put all the phyſicians of Eu- 


1) It is a very common thing for ſome medical men, to 
affect not to employ any remedies in their practice, unleſs 
they underſtand their modus operandi; when at the ſame 
time, as Profeſſor AB1LDGAARD juſtly obſerves, the 
manner of the action of a great proportion of medicines 
in daily uſe is totally unknown. As ſatisfactory an ex- 
planation can be given of the phyſical operation of the 
Tractors in removing pains, as of mercury in curing the 
fyphilts, &c.; and yet many will reject the former, even 
in oppoſition to facts, becauſe they cannot comprehend 
the theory of their action | 
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rope in motion, than that a new root,  herby 
or falt be recommended, as particularly 
efficacious in ſome diſeaſe; and yet re- 
peated experience teaches, that very little 
would be loſt if all the new remedies of 
that kind, which have come into uſe 
theſe laſt thirty years, had remained un- 


known. 


Theſe conſiderations, however, carry me 
beyond what I propoſed at the preſent 


time; I ſhall therefore ſtop, and commu- 


nicate to you, in a few words, my thoughts 
on the phyſical effect of Dr. PzrkINS's 
Tractors on the animal body. 


It is known, that all bodies which eva- 
porate become electrified, generally nega- 
tively, but ſometimes poſitively ; and that 
the vapour is in the firſt caſe poſitively, 
and in the laſt negatively electrified ; con- 
ſequently it muſt be the Tame with the 


animal body, where the exhalation is con- 


ſtant, though, for well known reaſons, it 
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cannot be obſerved, but by artificial and 


very nice experiments. 


Hence it follows, that if a perſon holds 
the point of a Metallic Tractor againſt the 


ſurface of the body of another perſon, and 


they are both at that moment eicher nega- 
tively or poſitively electrified, no effect is 
produced; but if they have electricities 
oppoſite to one another, then the electri- 
cities will be either removed or dimi- 
nithed in both, and therefore in both an 
alteration will happen. 


Now ſuppoſe, for example, that a perfon 
who has the gout in a part of his body, 
through a want of perſpiration in that 


part, it becomes poſitively electrified, while 


in the mean time the other perſpiring parts 
of the body are negatively electrified; it 
follows, that this diſeaſed part would have 


its equilibrium of electricity reſtored, by 


means of the diſtribution of the nega- 
tive electricity in the body to the poſitive, 
e Which 


. 
which is the part diſeaſed: or, ſuppoſing 
the negative electricity of the body had ſo 
much intenſity that it could communicate 
its overplus to the diſeaſed part, the gout 
would probably be removed. 


Suppoſing, again, that a perſon in health, 
who is negatively electrified, holds the 
point of a Tractor towards this diſeaſed 
part, which was juſt {aid to have its equi- 
librium of electricity reſtored, yet, without 
touching it, be will by this excite poſitive 
electricity in the diſeaſed part; but if he 
touches the part with the Tractor, he will 
communicate to it his own negatiye elec- 
tricity, and thus in both caſes excite electri- 
city in the part diſeaſed. This is in brief 
my opinion of the matter. 


F Againſt this explanation of the cauſe of 
the effects of Dr, PERRKINS's Tractors 
may be objected, that as the animal body 
is a conductor, it could not become elec- 
trical unleſs it was inſulated: but againſt 

this 
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this objection I ſhall only alledge three 


phenomena, which are partly known, and 


partly very eaſy to try, and which invali- 


date entirely this objection. 


One is, that in water itſelf, which is an 
excellent conductor, electrical fiſh can pro- 
duce very ſtrong electrieal ſhocks. 


* The ſecond is, that in the Galvanic ex- 
periments, where two pieces of metals are 
put upon a naked muſcle, no effect is pro- 
duced until theſe two pieces of metal either 
touch one another immediately, or are 
brought into conjunction with a fourth 


| conductor, Here the animal body 18 not 


a ſufficient conductor. 


The third inſtance is, where a piece cf 
zink is put upon one ſurface of the tongue, 


and a piece of gold or ſilver on the other, 


and brought er immediately into con- 


tact with « one another, or through the me- 
dium of a third metal, the ftrong clectri- 
| cal 


( as ) 


cal taſte, as known, is perceived on the 


tongue ; but, on the contrary, if the finger 
be uſed as a conductor between the two 
metals, the electrical taſte is not perceived, 
even if the finger be wet. 


I have beſides made another experiment, 
which deſerves to be remarked, and which 


proves, that Dr. PzrxINSs's Tractors, even 


in conſequence of their form, act differently 
from metals of any other ſhape. If in the 
known experiment to excite a flaſh in the 
eye, by putting a plate of zink between the 
cheek and teeth, on one fide of the mouth, 
and a ſilver or gold plate on the other, and 
bringing them into immediate contact, you 
make uſe of zink of the ſhape of a Trador 


on one fide, and one of gold or filver on the 


other, inſtead of the plates, and bring them 
into contact, no flaſh is produced. It is 
alſo the ſame when you bring two plates 
into contact with one another, by means 
of the Metallic Trafors.—lIf, on the con- 
trary, you employ for the experiment a 


plate 


(. 46 ) 


Plate of zink on one ſide of the mouth, and 
a gold, filver, or iron, of the ſhape of a 
Tractor, on the other, and bring them into 


contact, only a very flight flaſh is per- 
ceived. 


It is evident how much knowledge we 
ſtill require to be able to determine, what in 
each given eaſe can and muſt happen in re- 
gard to the change of electricity in the hu- 
man body. Too little attention has hitherto 
been paid to the important part which 
electricity acts in the animal œconomy. 
It is undoubtedly poſſible to obtain, by ſuit- 
able experiments, more light on this inte- 
reſting ſubject; but for this purpoſe ano- 
ther SoNTORINUS is neceſſary. Among 
many other things, one would, without 
doubt, alſo learn, that our beds have an 
effect upon the body, which is not indiffe- 
rent, and which has not hitherto been duly 
conſidered, They have an influence on 
the functions of the body, not only in ſo 
far as they keep it more or leſs warm, but 

4 | even 


49 
even in regard to electricity. He who 
ſleeps or reſts on a feather-bed, or hair- 
mattreſs, is in an inſulated ſtate, if the bed 
and linen are perfectly dry: the contrary 
takes place if they are damp. 


Here follow my Experiments with Dr. 
PErxINS's Tractors. 


1. 

If the point of theſe Tractors is held to- 
wards the tongue of different perſons, yet 
without touching it, they generally declare 
they feel a partly ſour and partly metallic 
taſte. 


II. 

In paſſing the point of the Tractors over 
the face of different perſons, without 
touching them, ſome feel a kind of crawl- 
ing, others a prickling ſenſation, and ſome 
are not acted upon at all. 


66 


Hl, 


I directed the point of the Tractors to- 
wards different parts of the face of a lady 
of a very irritable habit, whoſe eyes were 
blinded, and ſhe could always tell me near 
which part of the face the Tractor was. 
Two others, of leſs ſenfibility, on whom 
I made the ſame experiment, did not ſo 

diſtinctly perceive this effect. 


” = 
I am ſubject to a pain in the knees, after 
ſitting ſtill for a long time. I have three 
times removed this pain, firſt from one; 
and then from the other knee, by ſticking 
Dr. PERKINS's Tractors through the 
breeches, one on each ſide of the knee, 10 
that the points touched the ſkin. 


V. 
A married lady, aged 29, who had been 
the whole winter ſubject to rheumatic pains 


in the head, and tried different remedies 
without 
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without ſucceſs, begged me to try the //:c#s, 
as ſhe called them. I held the iron co- 
loured Tractor, without touching her, to- 
wards the temples, where ſhe then felt 
the pain, and after ſome minutes ſhe aſſur- 
ed me, with great joy, that it was gone; 
yet a quarter of an hour after ſhe felt it 
in the eye of the ſame ſide. I moved the 
point of the Tractor only for a minute 
over the eye, when that was alſo gone.— 

Later in the evening ſhe complained how- 
ever again of ſome pain in the temples, but 
in a much leſs degree.— The next day ſhe 
{ſtill felt ſome remains of it, and wanted to 
try again the effect of the Tractors. They 
were now drawn over in contact with the 
part, and it ceaſed. Four days have ſince 
paſſed, and ſhe has been moſtly ſu/ free 
from pain, and only had ſenſations of it 
in a much lighter degree than formerly. 


Cu) She no doubt would have been entirely free, if the 
experiment had been repeated agreeably to the direc- 
tions, 


I have 
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1 have applied the Tractors, in two caſes, 
for the tooth - ache, where the gums were 


ſwoln {x}, without much benefit (/. 


(Signed) 


P. C. ABILDGAARD, M. D. 


Profeſſor and firſt Lecturer at the 
Veterinary College. 


(x) The Tractors have very ſeldom given relief to 
what are uſually called © gum boils. 


(») Electricity and Galvaniſm are now juſt enough 
involved in myſtery to afford an ingenious theoriſt an 
ample field for expatiating on the principle of this metal- 
lic operation. Much more, I apprehend, might be ad- 
vanced in ſupport of this theory, che outlines of which 
the learned Profeſſor has here communicated, and ſome 
objections alſo, no doubt, might be ſuggeſted. 


As theories, on almoſt every operation in nature, are 
generally as various as the individuals who give them, I 
ſhall at preſent confine myſelf to vihat I conceive of 
more importance, viz. to e/tablifh the fats, and leave it 
with the philoſophic reader to gratify himſelf with 
theorifing as much as he pleaſes. While facts remain, 
it is hoped that ſome few may be found, who allow the 
metallic practice to poſſeſs a little merit, if the principle 
of its operation is not yet thoroughly developed. 


- 


SURGEON RAFN'S EXPERIMENTS. 


Among the various experiments I have 
made in PERKINISM, one oh my own per- 
ſon is very ſatisfactory.— After having 
been three days tormented with à r/euma- 
tic pain in my back, which daily increaſed 
in violence, I determined to try the effects 
of Dr. PEREKINS's Metallic Tractors. The 
application was made in a room of the 
temperature of between ten and twelve de- 
grees of Reaumur, and at a time when my 
pain was very violent. After having ope- 
rated with them for five or ſix minutes, 
partly with each of the Tractors alternately, 
and partly with both at once, the pain 
diſappeared entirely, and I have not felt 
any ſince. 


E 2 This 


1 

This rheumatic pain produced a ſenſa- 
tion like a contraction in the cellular mem- 
brane. I could obſerve at each ſtroke of 
the Tractors a kind of relaxation and 
yielding in the places where they touched. 1 
did not perceive the uſual burning, but only 
a titillation from their irritation. The 
ſkin, however, grew red, and much warmer 
than the other parts of my body, yet with- 
out ſweat. I neglected to obſerve the de- 
gree of heat by the thermometer. 


Three weeks after I.repeated the ſame 
operation . for as long a time, and on 
the ſame place, which was quite well, 
and free from pain. The ſkin neither 
grew red, or warmer, nor did I feel 
that relaxation in the cellular membrane, 
which I oblerved on the firſt trial. The 
pain alſo, in the former experiment, be- 
came evidently greater in the place where 
each ſtroke of the Tractor terminated, but 
in this caſe nothing of that kind was ob- 
ſerved. Other perſons, on whom I have 
2 | applied 
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applied the Tractors, have had the ſame 
ſenſations =). 


I have alſo employed PERKINISM with 
ſucceſs in gouty and nervous head-aches. 
In rheumatic tooth-ache the Tractors gave 
no relief in my hands. I muſt, however, 
obſerve, that the patients have ſeldom had 
the patience to ſubject themſelves to the 
operation for more than two or three mi-- 


nutes {a}. 
Againſt 


(z) This takes place in moſt caſes of acute pain. In 
whatever courſe the Tractor is drawn, the pain uſually 
follows. This firſt ſuggeſted the propriety of conducting 
them from the more vital parts towards the extremities. 


(a) This is a circumſtance which very much intereſts 
the metallic practice, and which might be enlarged upon 
with much advantage to thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of 
the Tractors. 


In conſequence of relief having, in many inſtances, 
been obtained in a very few minutes, moſt perſons have 
an idea, that no benefit is to be expected from extend- 
ing the time of their application : but this is an egre- 
gious error. Daily experience teaches the neceſſity of 
continuing their uſe at leaſt half an hour; and in fixed 

E 3 diſeaſes 


CC & I 
Againſt deafneſs % and ſinging in the 


cars, I have not been able to produce any 


effect with. the Tractors. 


(Signed) 
CHARLES GopLoB RAFN, 


Aſſeſſor General in the Economical 
and Commercial College. 


diſeaſes of any duration, they ought to be employed not 
leſs than three times in the day. This fact I have, per- 
haps, not urged ſufficiently in the Directions which I have 
publithed in this country for uſing the Tractors. 

The extremely ſimple appearance of the Tractors, 
will often at firſt view excite the diſguſt of the patient ; 
and from having no confidence in their efficacy, he 
will conſequently ſeldom be diſpoſed to give them a 
faithful trial. As the operation is very innocent, it ſhould 
ſeem that, on a moment's reflection, one might devote a 
little time to a remedy, which, as far as teſtimony in its 
favour can recommend, preſents a fair proſpect of afford- 
ing relief, 


2 No benefit may be expected from the Metallic 
Tractors for deaj/-:ſs, or ſinging in the ears, unleſs theſe 
compiint are aCccmpanied with pain. — There i is no 
mention of any pain in this caſe. 
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SURGEON HERHOL D T's EXPERIMENTS. 


From the trials I have made, I find 
PERKINISM, like all other remedies, is in- 
determinate and relative in its effects. I 
have often ſeen the Metallic Tractors alle- 
viate and remove inflammatory, rheumatic, 
and gouty pains. In ſimilar diſeaſes and 
ſimilar ſubjects, they have very often not 
produced any benefit ; for as the pains in 


theſe caſes increaſed e from their opera- 
tion, 


(c) Numerous inſtances of this kind occur, in 
which the Tractors are laid afide, from a ſuppoſition 
that they are doing no ſervice, when at the ſame time 
this very action on the diſeaſe is a ſign that the ap- 
plication is taking effect, and if ſufficiently perſiſted in, 
will terminate the complaint, It is, however, not ſur- 
prifing that patients, entirely unacquainted with the 
effects of ſo new and ſo ſingular a remedy, ſhould be 
alarmed at any little temporary increaſe of their pains, 

E 4 and 
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tion, the patients would not ſuffer a conti- 
nuance of the remedy. 


* Nuſquam tuta fides. The practical phyſi- 
cian, in the preſent ſtate of our experience, 
| cannot w1th certainty (d) predict the event 
of every application. A circumſtance fa- 
 vourable to PERKINISM is, that if it is 


— 


and prefer reſorting to remedies whoſe effects have bee 
longer known. | | 
Surgeon Herholdt, however, as appears from what he 
afterwards obſerves, diſcovered that the Tractors could 
do no injury to the patient, if they rendered him no 
ſervice. | 


(d) It has never been pretended that the metallic prac- 
tice, unlike every other remedy, is an infallible ſpecific. 
Enough is known of the obſtinacy of many diſeaſes to 
render even ſuch a ſuggeſtion ridiculous. Indeed the 
reports, which M. Herholdt and the other Daniſh ex- 
perimenters have made, conſidering the embarraſſments 
under which they laboured, for want of the neceſſary in- 
ſtructions for uſing the Tractors, are as favourable as 
might rationally have been expected. Had they known 
the obſtacles which oily and other extraneous applications 
preſent to obtaining relief with the Jractors, and indeed 
had they been poſſeſſed of more complete Directions, a 
greater number of their experiments would, no doubt, 
have been attended with ſucceſs. 


not 


1 
not attended with ſucceſs, it appears to be 
incapable of doing harm. 


I ſhall quote of many only a few ex- 
periments. 


CASE I. 

A girl, about 19 years of age, had for 
ſome days a fixed gouty pain in the hand 
and fingers. I applied the Tractors. In 
a quarter of an hour the pain was gone, and 
the fingers as pliable as her other hand. She 
at immediately down to ſewing, and, to 
the aſtoniſhment of many perſons, has been 
able from that time, which is now five 
weeks ſince, to uſe her hand as well as 
ever. 


Cas E II. | 
A feeble /e) ſickly lady, about 30 years of 
age, 


te) We have had occaſion to notice in the preceding 
pages, that benefit is not often to be expected in caſes of 
this deſcription. 


Pains, accompanied with debility, or a diminution of 
nervous energy, and more eſpecially conflitutional weak- 
nes, are not ſuitable ſubjects for this operation. 
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age, had a flying pain in both hands, Pzr- 
KENISM was applied four times by diffe- 
rent phyſicians, but ſhe found no amend- 
ment. 


CAS E III. 


A girl, 19 years of age, burnt her fore 
arm ſo that a bliſter had riſen, attended 
with an ery/pelatous tumefafion, which ex- 


tended as far as the elbow. The ſlighteſt 


touch of the Tractors cauſed the moſt in- 
ſupportable pain; ſhe could not in conſe- 
quence be perſuaded to make a proper 


trial of their effects . 


Jlt can very eaſily be conceived, that the part may 
have been ſo extremely inflamed by the joint action of 
both the burn and eryſipelas, that the points of the Trac- 


tors, drawn immediately over it, would have given very 


great pain, and probably done more harm than ſervice. 
But in this caſe, as in all cuticular inflammations, which 
are very tender, they ſhould have been drawn round the 
edges of the affection. After three or four applications 


in this way, that extreme tenderneſs would, in all proba- 


T0 3 
CASE IV. 


A man, 45 years of age, on the 4th of 
March, in the night, was ſeized with a 
fixed pain in the nape of the neck, which 
would not permit him to move the head. 
In the morning his wife applied Dr. PR- 
KINs's Tractors, and in half an hour he 
was perfectly cured. 


Another man, 30 years of age, had a 
gonorrhea, the diſcharge from which was 
checked by bad treatment, and he ſuffered 
from a frangury. I adviſed him to draw 
the Tractors lightly on the ſkin along the 
urethra. During the application the mat- 
ter flowed freely, and in a quarter of an 
hour the pain very much diminiſhed. He 


bility, have been ſo far removed, that they could have 
been conducted with adrantage very lightly over the 


place moſt affected. 
WAS 


( 6 ) 


was afterwards cured of the gonorrhea by | 
the uſual remedies. 


[If PExKINISM has no influence in ve- 
nereal diſeaſes; and if, on the contrary, it 
appears by various experiments, that it mi- 
tigates the ſymptoms of a common go- 
norrhea, this might perhaps be another 
proof againſt the identity of thoſe two 
poiſons. ] 


Beſides theſe experiments, to which I 
have myſelf been witneſs, I am authorized 
to ſtate, that Dr. J. BAN, Phyfician at 
Soroe, with two hundred ſtrokes of the 


Tractors, has .cured, to the joy and aſto- 


niſhment of many, a gentleman of rank, 


who was afflicted. with a violent gouty pain 
in his Hip. 


signed) J. D. HERHOL D, 


Surgeon of Diviſion. 


K. 


EXTRACT OF EXPERIMENTS OF PERKIN- 
ISM IN THE COMMON HOSPITAL AT 
COPENHAGEN. | 


{Communicated by M. Jacon sox, Surgeon of the Hoſpital. 


PETER PETERSON, aged 50, had been 
in the hoſpital from the 12th of December 
(about three months) and without any be- 
nefit had tried various remedies for gouty 
pams in the right knee, which extended 
towards the hip. The 24th of March, 
different metals were tried, as braſs, iron, 
&c. A redneſs appeared where they touch- 
ed, which extended to the leg, but the pain 
did not diminiſh. They were daily conti- 
nued to the 2d of April, without benefit. 


CASE II. 


| Any WorLF, aged 62, on the 23d of 
March had the eryſipelas in the face. She 
had 
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had taken an emetic and a camphire mixture. 
The Tractors were now applied, and on 
the firſt and ſecond experiments there ap- 
peared an increaſe of ſome of the ſymp- 
toms, but on continuing the means daily 
until the 28th (five days) the ſwelling di- 
miniſhed, ſo that her eyes were opened, and 
the ſkin peeled from her face. She grew 
fo much better, that on the zoth we ceaſed 
to apply the Tractors. 


CAs E III. 


JacoB Marrhixsox, aged 30, had 
parns in the left ſhoulder, particularly in the 
upper part of the joint, for which various 
remedies had been applied without ſucceſs. 


March 21ſt. The Tractors were drawn 
from the part affected down the ſhoulder, 


without alteration. 


The 22d. During the operation, the pain 


drew towards the elbow. 


The 
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The 23d. At evening the pain returned 


back from the elbo to the ſhoulder, where, 
on examining, we found an enlargement on 
the left collar-bone [clavicula]. 


The 24th. We found a ſimilar though 
not ſo large a {welling on the other collar- 
bone ; that on the left ſhoulder was pain- 
ful to the touch, but there was no appear- 
ance of external inflammation. The Trac- 
tors were again applied. 


On the 26th, 27th, and 28th, the ſwel- 


lings were without alteration. 


29th. As the pain always followed the 
courſe of the Tractors towards the elbow, 
this afternoon they were drawn along the 
ſhoulder and fore arm to the hand, when 
the pain fixed more in the joint of the 
hand. At night, however, it went back to 
its old place in the ſhoulder. 


The 


( 


The 3oth, he felt pains on the right ſide 
of the neck. The Tractors were now 
daily applied to the ſhoulder, and drawn. 
down as far as the fore arm until the 4th of 
April. The fame ſymptoms as above men- 
tioned always followed, and no permanent 
relief was given to the ſhoulder /g/. 
From 


(g) This caſe is important on two accounts. It affords. 
us an example oſ the embarraſſments, under which moſt 
of the experiments at Copenhagen were made, for want of 
the neceſſary inſtructions for applying the Tractors ; and 
at the ſame time we have preſented to our view, an un- 
deniable action of the metals on the diſeaſe, although they 
did not wholly remove it. 

The Tractors here, as in all caſes of pains in the 
ſhoulder, ſhould have been drawn quite to the ends of the 
fingers, and then the pains would not have ſtopped at the 
elbow and joint of the hand, as did regularly take place 
from their not being extended further than thoſe parts. 
It is impoſſible for us to know certainly what this com- 
plaint was, If it was a rheumatic affection, and no oy 
or greaſy application was uſed at the. ſame time, and if 
the patient was free from any ſcrophulous or venereal 
taint, I ſhould not have heſitated to declare, that the 
Tractors, if properly applied, would have cured it. But if 
there was any defect in the bone, as an exfoliation, the 
metallic practice could give it no permanent relief, and 
muſt have ſerved only as a palliative. From its reſiſt- 


ing 


( 6.) 


We have ſince applied bliſtering plaiſ- 
ters to this day, 14th of April [ten days] 
and he ſeems to think himſelf a little 


better, 
CASE IV. 


FRED ERIC KURSHAGEN, aged 30, had 
pains in the left ſhoulder, which extended to 
the elbow, particularly in lifting up the 
arm. Sometimes alſo he had pains in the 
right arm. Various remedies had already 
been employed without effect, yet during 
the uſe of mercurials the pains had ſome- 
what, though very little, diminiſhed. 


The 21ſt of March the Tractors were 
applied to the ſſoulder without alteration. 


22d. The pains in the ſhoulder decreaſed 
a little, and drew more towards the elbow. 


ing the various remedies which had been uſed, from the 
enlargement being tender to the touch, without diſplay- 
ing external inflammation, and from its attacking the 
clavicle, which is ſo often the ſeat of /yphilitic nodes, we 
can ſcarcely doubt but the diſeaſe was ſomething more 
than a muſcular affection. | 
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( 66 ) 
The 23d and 24th. The pains fol- 
lowed the Tractors as before. 


25th. The pains in the ſhoulder dimi- 
niſhed, but thoſe in the elbow increaſed. 
He could move his arm better, and indeed 
raiſe it, ſo that he put his hand on the 
back of his neck, which was impoſſible for 
him to accompliſh before. 


26th. Without further amendment. 


27th. In conſequence of the pain al- 
ways drawing after the Tractors towards 
the elbows, they were, until the 4th of 
April, continued as far down as the fore 
arm, the ſhoulder remaining ſtill the chief 
ſeat of the pain; and PERKINISM, not 
having produced further amendment, was 
laid aſide /a). | | 

CASE 


(a) The fame inſtruction, as it reſpects the mode of 


application, can be drawn from this caſe as from the 


laſt. The Tractors were never extended down but a 


little below the elbow, conſequently the pain was not con- 
ducted further than that part. This caſe, from its ſtate- 
| | ment, 


65) 
CASE. V. | 


GERTRUDE Mary Hojts, aged 63, had 
pains in the right eye, without any particu- 
lar exterior appearance. The Tractors 
were applied once on the 29th of March, 
and the pain was removed. She has been 


perfectly well to this day, April 14th. 


CAs E VI. 


CuARLOTTE SOPHIA JONES, aged 28, 
had pains in the right ſloulder, which ex- 
tended up to the neck. She had beſides an 
eruption on the arms, and afterwards on 
the face and ſhoulder, 


The 21ſt of March, the Tractors were 


applied without alteration. 


— 
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ment, appears more like a rheumatic affection than the 
complaint in CAsE III. and the application ſeems to 
have taken more effect, f 
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(68) 
22d. They drew the pain towards the 
elbow. PERKINISM was daily continued 


until the 4th of April, and no other impor- 


tant benefit was derived than the curing of 
the eruption on the ſkin. The pain, ſome 
hours after each operation, returned from 
the elbow back to the ſhoulder %. 


CASE VII. 

BaRBARA, aged 34, had an epileptic fit 
ſome years fince, on ſeeing a great fire, 
with which however ſhe had not been at- 
tacked again until the 25th of March, 
when, in conſequence of another fire, which 
ſhe ſaw through a window, ſhe was ſeized 
a ſecond time. Since this ſhe has had ſe- 
veral convulſive fits in the hoſpital, and 
which indeed always came on whenever 
ſhe faw another patient in convulſions. 


) Patients afflicted with pains of this deſcription 
muſt never expect to be cured, as we have often had oc- 


caſion to obſerve, unleſs the Tractors are drawn quite 


to the extremities. We are not told here that no oy 
applications were at the ſame time uſed. The curing of 
the cuticular inflammation in this caſe muſt however have 


March 
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March 3zoth. She complained of a vio- 
lent [hemicrania] pain on one fide of the 
head, and allo a pain in the left armpit. 
The Tractors were applied down along her 
cheek. During the operation ſhe felt a 
moving of the pain after the Tractors, and 
it became leſs violent. In the afternoon 
the pain had conſiderably increaſed, and 
laſted till midnight, accompanied with a 


perſpiration, 


The 31, the Tractors were applied from 
the armpit down as far as the fore arm, 
becauſe ſhe complained of a very violent 
pain in that part. She immediately found 
relief there alſo. Towards evening again 
the pains increaſed /c}, and were attended 


(c) Here an egregious error was committed, by not 
repeating the uſe of the "Tractors at evening, when thoſe 
ſevere pains came on. Although ſhe was perfeQly cured 
after three days application, ſhe 'would not have had 
occaſion to uſe the Tractors, even the ſecond day, had 
they been faithfully applied on the firſt evening, and ex- 
tended along the arms to the ends of the fingers, and eſpe- 
cially to that thumb in which they had cauſed a numbneſs. 
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with a numbneſs in the thumb, and profuſe 


ſweating, after which however ſhe was 
eaſier, 


The next day, 1ſt of April, PgrKINISM 


Was repeated. The relief then given 


was permanent, for ſince that time | four- 
teen days] ſhe has not complained of the 
leaſt pain, | 


To one perſon attacked with a very vio- 
lent epileptic fit, PERKINISM has been ap- 


_ plied without any benefit. The Tractors 


were uſed in the following manner, and no 


viſible alterations of the ſ)j mptoms appear- 


ed during the application: Four hundred 
| ſtrokes were given from the head down- 


wards, one hundred with the braſs, and one 


hundred with the iron-coloured Tractors, 


and the other two hundred with both at 
once Cd. 


OBSER= 


| cd) There is a ſpecies of epileptic fits, in which the 
Tractors have very ſeldom produced any benefit. Of 


this kind is the Pitt a cerebralis, or ſuch as attack the 
2 whole 


(C3 


OBSERVATIONS OF THE DANISH EDITORS, 
SURGEONS HERHOLDT AND RAFN, ON 
PERKINISM, RESULTING FROM THE 
FOREGOING EXPERIMENTS. 


Theſe are the moſt important experi- 
ments, which to our knowledge have been 
made in Copenhagen, and the opinions of 
our firſt philoſophers on this remedy. 


The genera] attention which it attracted, 
not only of phyficians but other characters 
alſo converſant in natural hiſtory, and the 
deſire we obſerved in both to obtain a 
knowledge of the effects the Tractors 


had produced in America, prompted us to 


whole body with great violence and very ſuddenly, with- 
out giving any previous warning of its approach, 

| Thofe, on the contrary, which commence with the 
epileptica aura, or other particular action on ſome one of 
the limbs before the whole body is convulſed, will in al- 
moſt every inſtance obtain immediate relief, if the Trac- 
tors can be ſoon applied to that part where ſuch ſymp- 
toms of the approaching fit are perceived. 

From the ſtatement of the caſe above, it is probable, - 

by the violence of the attack, it was of that deſcription 
in which the Tractors have not often been ſucceſsful. 
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publiſh immediately what we knew of the 
ſubject; otherwiſe we ſhould have waited 
patiently for the time, when a greater 
number of experiments, and a more tho- 
rough inveſtigation, could have brought the 
ſubject to ſtill greater maturity. 


Through this early publication, we gain 
ſo much at leaſt, that medical men will be 
better inſtructed in the manner of uſing 
the Tractors ; and obtain a hint in what 
diſeaſes PERKINIsM, either in America or 
Denmark, has been moſt efficacious ; and 
from theſe eee Fic will be enabled 
to judge with more correctneſs of the real 
merits of this remedy, 


On the whole, PErKINISM derives an 
advantage from this, that our experiments 
have not been made with a view of con- 
firming any favourite theory, or of ſupport- 
ing an invented ene 


We do not find it poſſible to apply with 
any * againſt PERKINISM, the ar- 
guments 


>> 
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guments and doubts which have been raiſed 
againſt MAGNETISM ; for inſtance, thoſe 
in M. DavipsoN's letter to M. BIE S TER, 
the Librarian at Berlin, againſt the re- 
cent experiments of Dr. PEZZOL D, con- 

, tained in REIL's Archives of Phyſiology. 


If the experiments at Copenhagen have 
not all had that complete ſucceſs which 
attended thoſe in America, hey have how- 
ever demonſtrated to our ſatisſaction, that 

there is a great deal of reality at bottom, and 
that PERKINISM zs of importance to the 
Phyſician; and, as ABILDGAARD has juſtly 
obſerved, © merits particularly the tho- 
rough attention of the Phyſiologiſt.” 


Tue Editors next make ſome deſultory 
obſervations on the theory of this metallic 
operation, which they think, all will agree, 
mult be explained on the principles, either 
of mechanical ſtimulus, electricity, galvaniſm, 
or imagination; but that from the infant 
ſtate of the practice, the modus operandi is 
not yet completely developed. 


They 


41 


They however remark, that © the obſer- 
vations which PrRorFEssoOR ABILDGAARD . 
has communicated, induce us to find the 
theory, which with his uſual ſagacity 
he has given, extremely probable. The 
effects which he produced,” ſay they, can- 
not be aſcribed to a mechanical irritation, 
as the Tractors did not come into con- 
tact with the ſkin. That a mechanical im- 
preſſion on the nerves might be attended 
with ſome effects, under certain particular 
circumſtances, appears poſſible ; but the 
Profeſſor's experiments, and others, prove 
that PERKINISM does not act merely by 
its irritation,” BY 


REMARKS OF THE EDITOR, 


HERE ends Surgeons HERHOLD T's and 
RaN's account of the experiments and 
obſervations of many of the firſt medical 
characters at Copenhagen, on Dr. PER. 


kINs's diſcovery. 
The 


13 

The reader has ſeen a candid and /0- 
nourable attempt to aſcertain the truth of 
thoſe pretenſions, which have for their ob- 
ject a great diſcovery in Medical Philo- 
ſophy. Influenced by no other motive than 
that of /earching out the truth, theſe ſeveral 
characters, and more eſpecially the learned 
Editors, have been actuated by that bene- 
volent philoſophy, which characterizes only 
the real promoters of ſcience, and the ad- 
vancement of human happineſs. Conſi- 
dering the embarraſſments under which 
they laboured for want of many zeceſſary 
documents, their reports are very favourable 

to the metallic practice /e/. 
The 

(e) Some of the Editor's friends, who had peruſed the 
_ tranſlation of theſe Reports, before they had been put to 
preſs, conceived that & moſt of thoſe hoſpital experiments 
were made under ſo many unfavourable circumſtances, 
that it would be doing but an injuſtice to the diſcovery 
to introduce them into the preſent tract. It was ſug- 
geſted, that many malevolents, who in this early ſtage of 
the practice would gladly graſp at any pretext to injure 
its credit, could inſinuate, that in Copenhagen it did not 


appear that the Tractors were univerſally ſucceſsful,” 
| However 
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The Editor has been attentive to point 
out in NoTEs the cauſes of the failure of 
ſome of their experiments. This he has 
done with a view of aſſiſting thoſe who 
are engaged in the uſe of the Tractors 
in this country, to comprehend the kinds 
of diſeaſes for which they are efficacious, 


and the mode of their application, but not 


to complain of improper intentions on the 


part of the Daniſh phyſicians. Here the 


writer would with to impreſs on the minds 


However well intentioned may have been this council of 8 
my friends, yet the Editor has never had any heſitation 


on the propriety of introducing the whole, Indeed there 


exiſt motives for noticing thoſe hoſpital caſes, which da 
not apply to the others, and which weigh in my mind as 
important. They have afforded an opportunity for point- 
ing out fome errors, into which many of the purchaſers 
of the Tractors in this country have been led, by not 
attending ſufficiently to the rules for uſing them, There 
are perſons, no doubt, who would gladly improve any 
opportunity to injure the credit of this or any other 
innovation, which affected their intereſt ; but there are 
fortunate! y many alſo, who. are poſſeſſed of too much 


diſcretion not to obſerve, that the merits of the metallic 


practice, even in theſe half made experiments, are fully 
ſubſtantiated. 
8 of 
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of thoſe who poſſeſs his Tractors, the aecęſſily 
of obſerving the rules pointed out in thoſe 
Notes, or their practice alſo will very fre- 
quently be attended with fimilar reſults. 
T he inefficacy of the Tracfors in venereal and 
ſcrophulous aſtections; the obſtacles which ozly 
applications and previous perſpiration preſent 
to obtaining relief; the neceſſity of drawing 
them quite to the extremities ; of repeating their 
ſe at leaſt three times in the day, &c. &c. 
it is hoped will claim particular attention. 


It is not ſurpriſing that the gentlemen 
at Copenhagen did not practiſe more judi- 
ciouſly with the Tractors, when it is ob- 

ſerved that they had to grope their way 
through an nlrodden path, without a com- 
paſs to direct them. An inſtance may 
poſſibly occur, among all thoſe caſes in 
which the Tractors did not produce their 
uſual effects, where the cauſes I have aſſigned 
for their failure did not exiſt, yet J ap- 
prehend theſe will not be frequent. 


The 
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The Author of this diſcovery, whatever 
his enemies have injuriouſly repreſented, 
has never pretended that the Tractors, un- 
like all other remedies, are ever infallible 
in their operation. It is hoped, that thoſe 
who are acquainted with the laws which 
regulate the animal ceconomy, and the nu- 
merous ills to which it is unavoidably ex- 
poſed, will not paſs' fo ſevere a cenſure 
upon his underſtanding, as to believe that 
ſuggeſtion. Such a remedy never exiſt- 
ed, but in the advertiſement of an em- 
piric, or in the brain of an alchemiſt, Per- 
haps mercury, as a ſpecific in the ſyphilis, 
approaches nearer to ſuch a thing than any 
other example we can give; yet how many 
conſtitutions are ruined and lives deſtroyed 
by that diſeaſe, although mercury is admi- 
niſtered by the moſt ſkilful and expe- 
rienced phyſicians. The bark is called 
a ſpecific in an intermittent fever, yet 
what phyſician has not ſeen numerous in- 
ſtances of its failure, 


This 
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This however, Dr. PERKINS has de- 
clared, and to the ſatisfaction of very 
many medical characters of high reputation 
has proved, that the Metallic Tractors, 
if properly applied, in certain diſeaſes, are 
more ſafe, agreeable, expeditious, and efficact- 
ous in their operation, than any other remedy. 
From the advantages which the public now 
has, for ſubjecting their merits to the teſt 
of experiment, and from the increaſing 

reputation which the diſcovery is in con- 
ſequence gaining throughout Europe and 
America, the intelligent world will very 
ſoon coincide with him in this, opinion, 


Any further obſervations from the Edi- 
tor, on the experiments at Copenhagen, 
are unneceſſary. Having fully preſented 
them to view, and pointed out the cauſes 
of their failures, the reader is competent 
to a due eſtimation of their importance, as 
they relate to the point in queſtion, | 


( % ) 


THE EDITOR'S 
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DR. TODE's NOTES. 


I nave next a ſubject to notice, which 
though perhaps not very intereſting to 
Englith readers, yet is particularly 10 to 

ſome others. | 


As an egregious error is now circulat- 
ing through Germany and Denmark re- 
ſpecting this diſcovery, it becomes neceſ- 
ſary that the Editor, who alone has the 
means of correcting it, ſhould devote for 
that purpoſe. a few pages of the preſent 
tract. This taſk is impoſed upon me, from 
a reſpe& due to many high perſonages in 
America, and to the e itſelf. 


In a note in the early part of this work, 


it is mentioned that Dr. Tops, the tranſ- 
lator 


„ 
lator of the Daniſh pamphlet into the Ger- 
man, has publiſhed notes of a very extraor- 
dinary nature on the American teſtimony, 
which was adduced in ſupport of the Trac- 
tors. The firſt information given me of 
theſe proceedings at Copenhagen, was 
communicated by a very reſpectable and 
literary gentleman on the continent. He 
writes, © Dr. Tops has publiſhed ſome 
ſevere comments on the caſes brought for- 
ward in America in favour of the metallic 
practice. Theſe appearing. in the ſame 
book, and indeed prefacing the Daniſh ex- 
periments, muſt ſerve materially to preju- 
dice the reader againſt the credit of the 
difcovery. If his tranſlation of them is 
correct, thoſe caſes are certainly very excep- 
tionable, and will do your practice no cre- 
dit on the continent, eſpecially after what 
Dr. Tops has advanced concerning them. 
Although, however reſpectable may be the 
reports at Copenhagen, and however fa- 

vourable they may be to the practice, yet our 


opinions orits-merits will naturally be ſome- 
_ what 


(mm 


what influenced by the reputation in which 
the diſcovery is held where it originated.” 


It may well be conceived that my ſur- 
prize was great on receiving this intelli- 
gence, as it has been generally acknow- 
ledged, that the ſucceſs of the practice in 
America was ſubſtantiated. by as full and 
reſpectable teſtimony as has ever been 


deemed neceſſary to eſtabliſh any medical 
facts. „„ . 


Not long after the receipt of this letter 
the work itſelf came to hand, and before 
I had compared the original American 
edition with the German tranſlation to aſ- 
certain its correctneſs, I was not a little 
ſurprized at the ſtrictures of Dr. TopE on 
the American experiments. Contrary to 
the ſentiments of many men of ſcience, 
with whoſe opinions I have been favoured, 
and. contrary to the remarks of moſt of 
the Journals and Reviews which have no- 
ticed theſe teſtimonies in this country, he 

8 condemns 


. 


condemns them, and conceives them enti- 
tled to little of no reſpect. A more cri- 
tical examination explained the myſtery, 
and it was found that Dr. Tope's /evere 
remarks, which in many inſtances appeared 
little leſs than the groſſeſt abſurdities, aroſe 
generally from an incorrect and imperfect 
tranſlation. 


The widely different degrees of credit 
which is attached to the American teſtimo- 
nies by Surgeons HERHOLDT and RA N, 
editors of the Daniſh edition, and of Dr. 
Tops, of the German, is explained by the 
Doctor's © not having (as he tells us in the 
courſe of his notes) ſeen the original Eng- 
liſh edition,” but only an imperfect tranfla- 
tion. The opinions of the former gentle- 
men the reader has had occaſion to noties, 


(ſee page 8.) 


Being in poſſeſſion of the original Ame- 
rican edition, and of a very correct tranſla- 
tion of the German, I ſhall adduce a few 
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examples of the deviations referred to, and 
that writer's comments. From theſe an 
opinion may be formed of the whole. 


To give them all is unneceſſary and im- 
proper; for, in order to have a full compre- 
benſion of them, it would be neceſſary, at 
the ſame time, to adduce the ſeveral expe- 
riments to which theſe notes relate. This 
would extend the preſent pamphlet to an 
unreaſonable length. As the greateſt part 
of them are already publiſhed in this coun- 
try (fee: Influence of Metallic Tractors, &c.) 
the reader can eaſily examine them him- 

felt. | 

The firſt obſervation that ſtrikes forci- 
bly, on perufing the German edition, is, 
that the titles at the head of each com- 
munication deſignating profeſſions, are in 
almoſt every inſtance omitted, and that at 
the fame time the chief ground of com- 
plaint with Dr. Top conſiſts in urging, 
„that they are from perſons of no note 
or character, and conſequently entitled to 

no 


(„ 


no credit.” This is indeed the amount of 
the whole which he has advanced — 
theſs ſtatements, 7 


The frſt communication in the Ameri- 
can pamphlet is from Joan I'rYLER, Eſq; 
of Preſton, in the ſtate of Connecticut, a 
magiſtrate in the county of New London, 
and late Brigadier General of the militia in 
that ſtate. The American pamphlet, after 
placing the name and military title [Gene- 
ral] of this gentleman at the head of his 
ſtatement, gives his account of two cures 
performed in his family by Dr. PERRINs. 
The firſt relates to the removal of the pain 
in an inciſed wound in his leg, the latter is 
as follows: My wife at that time (17th 
June 1796) was afflicted with rheumatic 
pains in her hip, which had been upon her a 
number of years, and had afflicted her to 
ſuch a degree as to render that fide ſhorter 
than the other, and to make her unable at 
that time to raiſe herſelf from the chair 
without the greateſt difficulty, or to walk 

G 3 ' acroſs 
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acroſs the room without leaning on her 
ſtaff, and with that not without the great - 
eſt inconvenience. Dr. PERK INS applied 
the Tractors, and ſhe declared herſelf free 
from pain, and immediately aroſe from her 
chair. without any aſſiſtance or apparent 
difficulty, and walked ſeveral times acroſs 
the room without any ſupport, and has 
continued to this time able to walk in that 
manner, not having been troubled with 
Pain in the night, of which ſhe had much 
complained before, and has truly been to 
all appearance a different perſon, as to the 
uſe of her limbs, from the time of that ap- 
plication, to what ſhe: had been for years 
before.“ In the German trauſlation the 
whole of this ftatement is correctly given, 
excepting with the aniſton of the gene- 
rul's title, and Dr. Tope's comments on 
At are as follows: “ This puts one in mind 
of the numberleſs crutches which are kept 
near medicinal ſprings, as proofs that the 
ſick can go from them without aſſiſtance.“ 
. the 88 known the rank and re- 
4955 1 ſpectability 
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ſpectability of this gentleman, we might 
have pronounced this a ſpecies of raz/lery, 
which, every philoſopher, who has ruth 
in purſuit, however favourable his talents, 
would not have adopted. 


The ſecond caſe in the American pam- 
phlet relates to the cure of a quinſ on 
Mr. GLoves, of Plainfield, who, in de- 
ſcribing his caſe, ſays, * that during the 
laſt ſeven years he had been frequently 
viſited with ſevere attacks of the quinſy, 
which, notwithſtanding the firſt medical 
aſſiſtance, never left him under eight or 
ten days,” &c. &c. The German tranſ- 
lation of this ſays, © from which I have 
never been free more than eighit or ten days 
together.” Here is fine game for Dr. Tops, 
and he improves it as follows: © By this 
perſon's ſtatement, he had the quinſy in 
the courſe of ſeven years at leaſt eighty- 
four times. If at each attack it had broke 
_ before it was cured, his throat muſt 

C4 have 
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have been cut to pieces in a curious man- 
ner.” All this requires no reply. The 
reader will fee what grounds there were 
for his objections to the eighty:faur times: 
throat cut to pieces, &c. 


Here follows a communication from 
Dr, EBENEZER Rop1NsoN, of Plainfield, 
Connecticut. The American pamphlet, 
after mentioning this gentleman's name 
and profeſſional title, ſtates his obſervation | 
as follows ; 95 


« ] have been acquainted hh Dr. 
PerKiNs's method. of removing many 
painful. and inflammatory di diſeaſes by his Me- 
tallic Tractors, for near a year. I have 
frequently had ſucceſs in removing pains 
and inflammations of various kinds, among 
which are pains in the head, burns and 

_ rheumatiſm, I have full confidence in the 
efficacy of the means, and that it is a very 
valuable diſcovery,” The German edition 


has given a correct tranſlation of this, but 
takes 


* 


takes the liberty of omitting the title, dgſig: 
nating the profeſſion of the teitifier, and then 
Dr. Tops immgenouſly objects to it for the 
following reaſon: This is one of thoſe 
teſtimonies, which prove leaſt, and does 
not deſerve any credit, as the witneſs is 
not a profeſſional man, and only makes 1 
of general aſſertions.“ 


en GoppaRD, Eſq. of Plainfield, 
Attorney at Law, and a Member of the 
Legiſlature of the State of Connecticut, 
communicates a cure of a phlegmon or boil, 
which he himſelf witneſſed [See Influence of 
Metallic Tractors, page 63]. The American 
pamphlet, after placing his name and title 
at the head of his letter, gives his ſtatement 
as follows. © I have lately been eye-wit- 
neſs to an experiment with your Tractors, 
which appeared to me a little ſingular. A 
rough hardy labourer had a very bad boil 
upon the outſide of his ancle : the limb 
was much ſwelled from his knee to his toes, 
and appeared as if the ſkin was ready to 
| burſt, 


1 

burſt. The foot was in a high ſtate of in- 
flammation, and the pain which extended 
to his hip was ſo ſevere, as to deprive him 
of ſleep the night preceding. I drew the 
inſtruments repeatedly up and down his leg 
without any viſible effect or decreaſe of pain, 
until I was almoſt diſcouraged. At length, 
however, he pulled oft his coat and flung 
it aſide. It was one of thoſe cold nights in 
the beginning of this month. The leg was 
on a ſudden; wet with perſpiration ; indeed 
the ſweat inſtantaneouſly burſt from all its 
pores. The inflammation upon the foot 
ſubſided, and the ſwelling abated. The 
man declared himſelf free from pain, went 
to bed, ſlept well, and I have heard no fur- 
ther complaint. As I had never known of 
this ſweating effect, I thought the caſe 
worth reporting to you.” 


The German tranſlation omits the title as 
uſual, but gives the ſtatement correctly. 
Thus follows the Doctor's remarks. © Who 
may this Mr. CALVIN GoDDARD be, that 

N | Wwe 
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we ſhould fo implicitly give him credit; 
yet it is the faſhion with all thoſe phyſi- 
cians, who trumpet forth their cures; to 
bring witneſſes who have no other creden- 
tials than their names. But the more ex- 
traordinary is the cure, ſo much the more 
neceſſity is there for our being made ac- 
quainted with the ran, and condition of 
the witneſs; and it is alſo the more re- 
quired, that he ſhould have a certain a- 
toriety. How can a perſon in Europe 
truſt to ſuch witneſſes, when they certify 
to things ſo extraordinary.“ 


In this opinion I perfectly agree with 
Dr. Tops, and will beg leave even to ex 
tend his argument further, and obſerve, 
that in caſes of this deſcription, © the more 
neceſſary is it that he ſhould have pro- 
cured a faithful tranſlation, in order that 
the public may know . who may this Mr. 
Calvm Goddard be; and that the phyſi- 
cian, who in this inſtance “ 7rumpets forth 
his cures, DOES bring witneſſes, who have 
other credentials than their names.” 


In 
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In the American pamphlet is the fol- 
lowing ſtatement from NATHAN PIERCE, 
Kiq;, Governor and Manager of the almſ- 
houſe at Newburyport. [See Influence of 
Metallic Traftors, page 60.] © Dr. PER- 
kINs viſited the almſhouſe of this town 
yeſterday, and performed operations with 
his Metallic Tractors on three ' perſons, 
viz. one woman and two men, ſeverely 
afflicted with the rheumatiſm; and from 
the beſt obſervation J have been able to 
make in ſo ſhort a time, they all appear to 
be much relieved of their complaints.” 
This is tranſlated correctly in the German, 
yet Dr. Top objects to it as follows: 
« This teſtimony is not very concluſive, as 
the reader ſees; a circumſtantial narrative 
is wanting, and one may obſerve that 
nothing is proved by it, but that three 
perſons believed themſelves to be cured 
of their rheumatiſm by the above opera- 
tion.“ Why Dr. Topk complained of this 
ſtatement, becauſe © three perſons believ- 


d themſelves to be cured,” requires inge- 
2 5 nuity 
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nuity to diſcover. No mention is made 
of the word © believe” in the ſtatement, 
or any thing which ſuggeſts that the opi- 
nions of the patients were taken at all. 
But ſuppoſing they were queſtioned on the 
ſubject of their pains, it ſhould ſeem that 
they were at leaſt as good judges of their 
own feelings as another perſon. I can 
offer no explanation of the Doctor's mean- 
ing in this criticiſm. 


The Rev. Levi HART, Fellow of the 
univerſity of New Haven (See Influence of 
Metallic Trafors, page 75.) ſtates in the 
American pamphlet, after the mention of 
his profeſional title, as follows : © I have 
been a witneſs to the ſucceſsful application 
of your Metallic TraQtors, in removing 
rheumatic pains and head-aches. In re- 
peated inſtances I have ſeen excruciating 
pains, occaſioned by contuſions, removed 
in a few minutes by the ſame application. 
From perſonal obſervation, and the infor- 
mation of others, I am fully ſatisfied of 

the 
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the utility of your diſcovery for the re- 
lief of human diſtreſs in various com- 
plaints.” The German pamphlet, as uſual, 
gives no title to this gentleman, but has 
deſcribed the communication correctly. 
Dr. Tops ſays, © Againſt Mr. LEvI 
HarxT I have no other objection, than 
that we do not know how far he may be 
entitled to bear witneſs in this affair.” 


I could go on and give a number more 
of the Doctor's remarks which are in a 
fimilar ſtrain, and which have juſt the ſame 
grounds for complaint as thoſe I have ad- 
duced, but I apprehend the reader will not 
take much intereſt in their peruſal. ; 


Dr. Tops is ſaid to be a phyſician of 
ſome eminence, and had he not been de- 
ceived by an imperfect tranſlation, he moſt 
undoubtedly would not thus have expoſed 
his character. Surgeons HERHoLDT and 
RaA#N had ſeen the American pamphlet in 
the original edition of the Engliſh lan- 

guage, 


(8 ] 


guage, and conſequently, as they tell us in 
their prefatory remarks, they found the 
teſtimony in favour of the Tractors of a 
very reſpectable nature. Dr. Tops © never 
ſavw / the American edition,” and as by ſome 
accident it ſeems moſt of the titles were 
omitted in the Daniſh tranſlation, he has 
extended the ſame error to the German, 
and founded his objections upon that omiſ- 
fon. Though, however ill he may have 
thought of the American caſes, it is hoped 
he will entertain a different opinion of 
thoſe pabliſhed at Copenhagen, for, among 
all the Daniſh experiments, none were 
more ſucceſsful than thoſe of his own 
colleague, Surgeon BLEEK. (See page 33.) 
As his comments were undoubtedly written 
before the experiments at Copenhagen were 
made, he might very naturally, from the 
ſimple appearance of the Tractors, conceive 
them a fit ſubject for ridicule. 


As Dr. Topz's erroneous account of the 


American caſes is now circulating in Ger- 
many, and other parts of the continent, 
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J have confidence that the reader will in- 
dulge me a little further on this ſubject, 
and give me leave to mention the num- 


ber and profeſſions of the ſeveral characters 


Whoſe names appear in that pamphlet. 


Of thoſe who have individually ſtated 
eaſes, or who have preſented their names 
to the public as men who approved of this 
remedy, and acknowledged themſelves in- 


ſtrumental in circulating the Tractors, are 


fifty-ſix in number; THIRTY-FOUR OF 
WHOM ARE PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 
and many of theſe of the firſt eminence ; 
thirteen” clergymen, moſt of whom are 
doctors of divinity, and connetted with the 
literary inſtitutions in America; among 
the remainder are two members of con- 
greſs, one profeſſor of natural philoſophy 
in a college, &c. &c. 


The tract on The Influence of Metal- 
lic Tractors, has a confiderable propor- 
tion of the communications which are 
contained in that American pamphlet, 


but 


(909 3 

but which however, in confequence of its 
appearing at a later period, preſents to the 
public an account of ſome new experi- 
ments, which at that early ſcaſon had not 
been communicated. This work has al- 
ready been noticed in ſeveral literary jour- 
nals in this country. The reſpectability of 
the characters who have atteſted to the 
efficacy of the Tractors in America, can 
better be learned by extracts from ſome of 
theſe journals. 


The Ax ALVTICSAL Review for June 
1798, remarks that * This pamphlet con- 
tains the refult of many experiments made 
in the United States, by gentlemen of high 
reſpectability and literary talents.” 


The MEDICAL and CHIRURGICAL RE- 
view for November 1 798, ſays, T he evi- 
dence addn-ed, reſpecting the powers of the 
remedy here recommended, is apparently ſo 
ſtrong, both in nature and exteut, that no 
inconſiderable importance attaches to the 


H ſubject, 


1 


ſubject, and we are led to give a more ex- 
tended account of it than we might other- 
wiſe have deemed neceſſary.“ In another 
place it obſerves, that The teſtimonies ad- 
duced. in their [the Tractors] ſupport, are at 
leaſt honourable if not deciſive. Many come 
from perſons—not of the medical profeſ- 
ſion, but who nevertheleſs ſeem competent 
on the preſent occaſron ; for the ſubject is, 
for the moſt part, an appeal to the common 
ſenſes. Others of the facts are vouched 
for, by members of the medical profeſſion of 
high and diſtinguiſhed character.“ After 
a very long extract of upwards of twenty-ſix 
pages from the book, they obſerve, We 
have thus thought it our duty, to go much 
at large into the evidence which has been 
brought forward, in ſupport of the alledged 
power of the Metallic Tractors, for, un- 
queſtionably, if there be no error or miſ- 
conception of facts, the importance of the 
diſcovery 1s great indeed, Where the 
proofs are ſo many and ſo ſtrong, it would 
be unreaſonable to queſtion them on any 

other 


„ 
other grounds than cautious and fair expe- 
riment.“ : 


The CriTticart REVIEw for February 
1799, obſerves, « Dr. PERKINs applies the 
new ſcience of Galvaniſm to various diſeaſes 
of the human body. The effects of his 
Metallic Rods in America appear to be well 
ſupported by evidence, and we have heard 
perſons in this country ſpeak of them with 
commendation.” 


The PHILOSOPHICAL MAGAZINE, an- 
other valuable record of the literature of 
the age, has alſo treated the evidence ad- 
duced in favour of the Tractors, as no leſs 
deſerving reſpect. 


H 2 


EXPERIMENT S 


WITH THE 


METALLIC TRACTORS 


IN ENGLAND. 


N conformity to the original deſign, the 
remainder of this work will be devoted 
to noticing the experiments and obſerva- 
tions of perſons who have been moſt en- 
raged in the Metallic Practice in this coun- 
try. In the view of many, theſe will be 
more ſatisfactory, as the authenticity and 
correctneſs of the ſtatements can be more 
eaſily aſcertained, 


That which claims our firſt notice is 
the practice of a gentleman, who has had 
more experience with the Tractors than 


any — (myſelf excepted) in England. 
H 3 His 
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His thorough knowledge of the ſubject has 
of courſe enabled him to employ them with 
great ſucceſs. The perſon to whom I al- 
lude is Mr. C. C. LANGwORTHV, ſurgeon, 


Bath. 


It may be proper to e that this 
gentleman, after having completed his re- 
gular ſurgical education in England, made 
a tour to America, where he heard much 
of Dr. PERRINS's diſcovery, and ſaw ſome 
of his practice. From what he learned 
there, and from ſome cures performed on 
board the ſhip, in which he took paſſage 
for England, Mr. L. was induced on his ar- 
rival here to provide himſelf with a ſet of 
the Tractors. Theſe he was ever attentive 
to try, whenever any ſuitable ſubject offered, 
and at the ſame time kept an accurate me- 
morandum of every caſe, An account 72 


tember laſt. 


(f) See View or PERKNEAN ELgcTRICITY, 
oR AN ENQUIRY INTO THE INFLUENCE of ME- 
TALLIC TEE AcTORS.“ Publiſhed by Johnſon, St. 
Paul's Church-yard, and Cruttwell, Bath, 

The 


6 


The great ſucceſs attending his experi- 
ments, ſo fully confirmed him in the im- 
portance of the diſcovery, that he reſolved 
on making it the ſubje& of his ſole at- 
tention ; and with a view of giving publi- 
city and currency to the Metallic Practice, 
he afterwards eſtabliſhed himſelf at Bath. 


Moſt of Mr. LancworTuarY's experi- 
ments were made at Briſtol Hotwells, dur- 
ing a ſhort reſidence at that place to attend 
on a fick relation. The diſeaſes, in which 
he found the Tractors moſt efficacious, were, 
painful topical aſtections, as chronic and in- 
flammatory rheumatiſm, inflammatory gout, 
quinſey, eryſipelas, tetters, tumęfactions from 
contuſions, ſcalds, burns, inflammations of the 
eyes, head-aches, and pains on various parts 
of the body. The ſubſtance of ſome of 
theſe caſes, and ſuch other things as may 
be thought worthy of particular notice, 
ſhall briefly be given. wo; 


H 4 CHRONIC 
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CHRONIC RHEUMATISM. 


c Mrs. ARBUTHNoT, widow of the late 
Jonn ArBuTHNorT, Eſq; Inſpector General 
of the Linen Manufacture in Ireland,” ſays 
Mr. L. © had for fix years been afflicted 
with a chronic rheumatiſm, attended gene- 
rally by a coldneſs and torpidity in all her 


limbs, and frequently with zervous affec- 


zions, of ſo very diſtreſſing a nature, that 
her life was conſidered in great danger. 
She had conſulted ſeveral. medical men in 
Ireland to little purpoſe, and in the begin- 


ning of the preſent year came over from 


that kingdom, and reſorted to the waters 
of Bath. Receiving no benefit from theſe, 
the removed to the Hotwells of Briſtol, the 
waters of which were alike inefficacious. 
I adviſed her to try the Tractors, and hav- 
ing inſtructed her how to uſe them, left 
a ſet with her that ſhe might operate on 
herſelf, or get ſome female friend to do ſo, 
when the pains were moſt violent. The 


Tractors were applied ſeveral ſucceſſive 
"a XS mornings, 


( 
mornings, during which the pains gra- 
dually abated, and in three weeks from the 
commencement of this practice they were 
entirely removed. Some time after this, 
on taking a tepid bath, her rheumatic 
pains and nervous affections were brought 
on again as violently as ever. She had re- 
courſe to the Tractors a ſecond time, and 
in the ſpace of a fortnight the pains were 
entirely removed, and her nervous com- 


plaint ſubſided.” 


Mr. B1sp, of Sion Houſe, or Upper Hot- 
well, had been ſubject to violent rheumatic 
pains for upwards of ten years, which at- 
tacked him at various periods of the year, 
and ſometimes rendered him incapable of 
walking or uſing his limbs. About two 
months before Mr. L. ſaw him he was ſeized 
ſo ſeverely in his right arm, from his ſhoul- 
der to the wriſt, that he could not move it 
without violent pain, and was obliged to ab- 
ſent himſelf from duty that day as mem ber 


of the Briſtol volunteers. Mr. L. applied 
the 


6 


the Tractors, and in a few minutes the 


pain deſcended from the ſhoulder to the 
hand; in leſs than a quarter of an hour 
he could lift his arm to his head, and move 
it in all directions with perfect eaſe. A 
flight pain remained in his wriſt, which 


however in a few hours went gradually 


off, and he felt no return. In his former 
attacks the pain had generally laſted for 
ſeveral weeks; and it was evident that 
the progreſs of the diſeaſe was ſtopped and 
removed by the Tractors.“ 


ACUTE RHEUMAT ISM. 


Mr. WHzELER, the book-keeper of the 
Rummer Tavern, had been afflicted with 
a violent acute rheumatiſm for ſix weeks, 
which confined him to his bed. He had 
tried various applications without effect. 
I viſited Mr. WHEELER,” ſays Mr. L. “ in 
company with Dr. O*'CoNNELL, and found 
him in very violent pain in all his limbs, 
and incapable of moving his right arm to 


his head, or taking up the cup in which his 
wife 
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wife uſually adminiſtered to him his drink. 
I drew the Tractors over his right ſhoul- 
der, extending them along the deltoid 
muſcle, down his arm, in the courſe of the 
nerve, to the end of his fingers, which were 
tumefied but not inflamed. At the expi- 
ration of fifteen minutes, he declared that 
the pains were entirely removed, and to 
his great aſtoniſhment, as well as that of 
his wife and Dr. O'ConNELL, he could 
move his arm in every direction, and tak- 
ing up the cup, he exclaimed, * Look, 
look, I can lift it to my mouth with per- 
fect eaſe! He had alſo violent pains in 
his right thigh, on which I operated about 
as long a time as on his arm, when he ſaid 
he was entirely free from pain, and expreſ- 
ſed a deſire to walk, which he did with 
great eaſe. The next day when I called 
on him again I found he had ſlept well, 
which he had not done from the period 
he was firſt taken ill to the time I ſaw 
him. The pains had not returned in his 


right arm nor right _ but his left 
thigh 
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thigh had been for two hours ſo painful, 
that he was incapable of moving it in the 
leaſt degree. I operated on it for twenty 
minutes, when the pain was entirely re- 
moved, and he walked about the room 
nearly a quarter of an hour with perfect 
eaſe. The next day he told me he was 
much better, but the pains had not entirely 
left him. I applied the Tractors to all 
his limbs, and left him quite eaſy. Two 
days after I called on him again, and 
found that he was gone out, was free from 
pain, had a good appetite, reſted well at 
night, and had no other complaint than 
debility. When I had done with him, he 
waſhed himſelf in linimentum ſaponis. He 
has ſince gained ſtrength and fleſh very ra- 
pidly, and is now quite well, and follows 
his uſual occupation as book-keeper at the 
Rummer-tavern.” 


Mr. Cow ARD, Book-keeper, at the Buſh, 
Briſtol, was attacked with an inflammatory 
rheumatiſm in his foot, which had continued 

; three 
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three or four days, and gave him much 
pain, inflammation, and ſwelling. The 
flannel in which his foot was wrapped be- 
ing removed, the Tractors were applied for 
about a quarter of an hour, when a perſpi- 
ration came on all over his body, and he 
felt quite eaſy. The inflammation diſap- 
peared, and the ſecond day he put on his 


ſtocking and ſhoe, and has felt no return 


of pain ſince. It is two months ſince the 
application.“ | 


A cure of an nflammatory fore throat and 
a ſcald, are next mentioned; after which 
Mr. LaneworTHY gives an account of 
his attendance on a patient in St. Peter's 
Hoſpital at Briſtol, for many years afflicted 
with complicated maladies, often appearing 
like the ſymptoms of the atonic gout, and 


which had battled the firſt medical ſkill. 


He commenced his operations: on the 
2oth of July, when all her limbs were 
affected. Her knees, wriſts, hands, and 
; fingers 
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fingers ſo tumefied and ſtiffened, that ſhe 
could make but little uſe of them. The 
applications were daily made until the 7th 
of Auguſt, when ſhe was much relieved 
from her complaints. Every operation 
was attended with ſome ſenſible improve- 


ment. 


In Mr. LANGWORTRHV's pamphlet, is 
introduced an account of ſome experiments 
by Mr. ELTORD SPARK LANGWORTHY, a 
ſurgeon of Brixham, Devonſhire. The 
Communication is as follows: 


« Dear Brother, | Auguſt 3oth, 1798. 
&<& -— The Caſes I have met with have 
been but few, but in thoſe few the applica- 
tions have been attended with conſiderable 
benefit. 


Caſe 1ſt.—A boy, 14 years of age, about 

a year and a half ſince was attacked with 
a fever of the plus kind, which in a few 
weeks terminated in a confirmed /c:atica. 
| ; Stimulants 


Ss > 
Stimulants were applied tothe part affected; 
ſea-bathing was alſo had recourſe to, and 


a variety of medicines given internally. 


But all theſe means proving unſucceſsful, 
he was admitted into the Exeter hoſpital, 
where he remained for ſome time, but 
received no benefit. Since he was diſ- 
miſſed from the hoſpital, he has continued 
to bathe in the ſea, by which his general 
health has been ſomewhat mended, but 
the lameneſs continued nearly the ſame. 


He is by trade a thatcher, and his ſitua- 
tion in life compelled him to purſue it 
in the beſt manner he could. His me- 
thod of getting his reed upon the houſe 
or ſtack which he had to thatch, was, 
by dividing the bundles into ſeveral parts, 
which he placed on a ladder, one at a time, 
juſt high enough to be able to ſupport it 
with his head, while he held faſt by the 
ladder with both hands, in order to bring 
up his leg. This was the only way that 
he could aſcend. I ought to tell you, that 

the 
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the diſeaſed limb is nearly an inch and a 
half ſhorter than the correſponding one, 
and conſiderably ſmaller; and that he was 
ſubject to violent pains on mo change of 


weather. 


During the firſt four or five days, he 
perceived no materia] benefit from the 
Tractors, otherwiſe than that they pro- 
duced a great degree of heat on the ſkin, 
which gave him more- feeling in the limb 
than he had before. At the end of ten 
days or a fortnight he was conſiderably 
better, and is, at the time of my writ- | 
ing (which is three weeks from the 
commencement of the application) ſo 
much recovered, that he now carries his 
reed in whole bundles upon the houſe, 
holding them with one hand, while he 
fapborts himſelf up the ladder with the 
other. Before the application of the 
Tractors, he could not reach the ground 
with his hand without throwing the dif- 
eaſed limb behind him, but 58 can now 

2 | {ſtoop 
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ſtoop ſo as to take up any thing upon a 
level with his feet, and even buckle his 
ſhoes. I have operated upon him twice a 
day when I have had an opportunity, but 
he often goes into the country too early for 
me in the morning, and is frequently too 
late at night, ſo that he has not given the 
Tractors fo fair a trial as he ought. He 
has had no return of the pain, even in the 


ſmalleſt degree. 


The next caſe is that of a woman of this 
place, who had laboured under a quinſy for 
ſeveral days, and at length the inflamma- 
tion and ſwelling were ſo great that ſhe 
could not ſwallow any thing even in a fluid 
ſtate. I applied the inſtruments, and in 
leſs than five minutes ſhe exclaimed with 
great joy that ſhe © was better, and that ſhe 
could {ſwallow her ſpittle, which the had 
not been able to do for ſeveral days before :" 
I continued the application about ten 


minutes longer, when a profuſe perſpiration 
[ broke 
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broke out all over her face and neck, at- 
tended with a conſiderable effloreſcence on 
the ſkin, in the fore part of her neck; as 
ſoon as I had finiſhed the application, ſhe 
fat down and made a hearty breakfaſt. 
The next morning the pain returned in a 
ſlight degree, but after drinking a little 
warm tea was eaſy, nor had I any occaſion 
to apply the Tractors a ſecond time. 


The third was a caſe which happened 
about ten days fince, in the practice of my 
father-in-law, Mr. Hoyles, ſurgeon, of 
Dartmouth, to whom I had lent the Trac- 
tors. About three o'clock in the morn- 
ing he was called up to a young woman 
in the town, who was labouring under a 
violent pain in her fide, attended with 
difficulty of breathing ; ſhe had been bled 
for the ſame complaint ſome days prior to 
this attack, with ſome benefit, but the 
complaint had now returned with redoubled 
violence. Having heard me fay that the 
2 | Tractors 


„ 

Tractors (which he had then in his pocket) 
had been found ſerviceable in ſimilar caſes, 
he ſat down by the bed-ſide of his patient, 
(with, I believe, but little expectations of 
finding any good effects from their applica- 
tion) and applied them as I had directed 
him, when, to his great aſtoniſhment, as 
well as that of his patient, ſhe was in five 
minutes much eaſier, and in ten minutes 
more ſhe was perfectly relieved, and has 
remained well ever ſince. 


4 Another caſe occurred to me on Sunday 
laſt :—A woman had been afflicted with 
a violent rheumatic pain in her head and 
face for ſix weeks. The firſt application 
procured her a good night's reſt, (which 
ſhe had not experienced during the whole 
of her illneſs before) and a ſecond removed 
the complaint entirely. In neither of the 
above caſes has any kind of medicine been 


adminiſtered, 


I 2 Should 
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Should you think theſe caſes, or either of 
them, worth inſerting in your pamphlet, 
you are at liberty to make what uſe of them 


you may think proper. 


Your's affectionately, 


ELFORD SPARKE LANGWORTHY. 


The following communication, from a 
gentleman of rank and high reſpecta- 
bility, Mr. LanG6worTHyY publiſhes 
in his pamphlet. | 


« Bath, December 24th, 1798. 
« Sir WILLIAM BARKER preſents his 
compliments to Mr. LANGWORTHVY; he 
has not the leaſt objection to have his name 


inſerted with thoſe who have received be- 
nefit from the uſe of the Metallic Trac- 


tors. 


He has been afflicted with violent rheu- 
matic pains in each of his knees, at different 
3 times, 


(7 3 
times, for upwards of ten years, and in his 
hips and back ; he has tried a variety of 
medicines, and both ſea bathing and Bux- 
ton waters, with little or no effect. He 
could not walk a ſtreet's length when he 
came here (ſome months ſince) without 
ſuffering great pain, but is now able to 
walk over the whole town with little or 
no pain, which he attributes to the uſe of 


the Tractors.” 


— 


In a ſubſequent part of his work, Mr. 
LANG WORTHVY ſays, © I am ſingularly 
happy to adduce the teſtimony of a gen- 
tleman of high profeſſional character. Mr. 
LysTER, formerly ſenior ſurgeon to the 
Dublin hoſpital, and for many years an emi- 
nent ſurgeon in Bath, has given me leave 
to publiſh, that he has cured ſeveral active 
inflammations of the face with the Trac- 
tors; and has ſucceeded in one remarkable 


caſe of a whitlow, even after he thought 
13 ſup- 
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ſuppuration had taken place. The follow- 
ing caſe of rheumatiſm fell under his obfer- 
vation. A ſervant applied to him who was 
was quite a cripple, and had laboured un- 
der the moſt excruciating pains in his back, 
legs, and arms, eighteen months, never 
having received eaſe from the many things 
he had taken. From the firſt application 
of the Tractors, this poor man received 
great benefit, and to make uſe of Mr. 

LysTER's own words, —“ At the expira- 
tion of three weeks, by operating daily, 
« he could walk as well and as upright as 
© any man in Bath.“ 


Mr. LysTER makes mention of many 
other caſes of rheumatiſm, and zopical in- 
flammatory complaints. 


« The Tractors,” ſays Mr. LanG- 
WORTHY, © hold a very diſtinguiſhed 
rank in the cure of a very general com- 
plaint, viz. INFLAMMATION OF THE 


ExESs. My preſent multiplied avocations 
prevent 


( 19 ) 
prevent me from entering into a partieular 
detail of caſes that have occurred, but I 
can confidently aver, that my practice in 


theſe has been attended with the moſt 
complete ſucceſs,” 


Mr. L. has a caſe of a moſt uncommon 
head-ache of ſeveral years ſtanding, cured 
by the Tractors. He ſtates it as follows: 


A lady conſulted me, ſome months 
ſince, for a violent head-ache, which had 
afflicted her for a number of years. Wea- 
ried with a variety of medicines, and the ap- 
plication of leaches and bliſters at different 
times, to no purpole, ſhe aſked me if I 
thought her caſe came under the PERK1- 
NEAN PRACTICE. Her pain extended from 
the forehead to the top of the head, and 
down the nape of the neck. I was fearful, 
from the conſtant pain ſhe experienced, and 
ſlow fever, that matter was forming on the 
ventricles of the brain; in conſequence of 
this apprehenſion, I did not expreſs a defire 

I 4 to 
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to try the Tractors, but informed her, that 


in caſe the pain ſhould at any time increaſe, 


I would apply them with pleaſure. 


« Two days after this, when I called on 
her, I found her confined to her bed, and 
the pain in her head had become ſo vio- 
| Tent as to produce a delirium. Her eyes 

were violently inflamed. Conceiving that 
no time was to be loſt, I applied the 
Tractors, in different directions, to her 
head, and in leſs than ten minutes ſhe 
ſpoke, and informed me that ſhe was quite 
eaſy, and had great inclination to ſleep. 
A profuſe perſpiration followed. In the 
evening I vifited my patient again, and to 
my ſurpriſe found her up, and her head 
free from pain; the turgid redneſs and 
inflammation of her eyes entirely re- 
moved, and from that time to this ſhe 
has enjoyed perfect health, not having ex- 
perienced the leaſt return of her excruciat- 


ing pain,” 


Mr. 


1 
Mr. LANGWORTH W has a caſe of a 


ſpram, which is not unimportant, and 
which he ſtates as follows : 


« have permiſſion of Dr. FELLows /g} 
of Bath, to ſtate the particulars of the 
treatment of one of his ſervants, who 
ſpramed his ancle. The Doctor, expreſ- 
ſing at different times his wiſhes to be in- 
formed of the ſucceſs of the Tractors, I 
called on him for that purpoſe. An op- 
portunity immediately offered. One of 
his ſervants had a few hours before ſprain- 
ed his ancle. A violent inflammation en— 
ſued, with great pain and ſwelling. I ap- 
plied the Tractors for ten minutes, when 
he fainted and was extremely ſick; which 
ſymptoms I have frequently remarked to 
be the effect of the application of the 
Tractors, when the cure is about to fol- 


(g) Phyſician Smt to > bis a Highneſs 
the Prince of W ALEs. 
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low. Half an hour after, he was operated 
upon again, which entirely removed the 
pain and inflammation. It is ſix weeks 
ſince the accident happened, and he has 
had no return of pain. I beg leave to add, 
that Dr. FELLO WS, with the ſpirit of li- 
berality always attendant on ſcience, di- 

rected by the teſtimony of his ſenſes, freely 
gave me leave to uſe his name on this oc- 
caſion.“ 


ve Joun Moody (diſtributor of the Bath 


Chronicle) had, from April 1798, been 
afflicted with violent pains in hiis head, at- 
tended with giddineſs and night ſweats, 
He had been in the infirmary and diſpen- 
fary for ſix months without finding any 
benefit, and in that hopeleſs ſtate was re- 


commended to me by his maſter. I applied 


the Tractors daily to his head for upwards 
of a month, and am happy to fay that he 
is quite well. For theſe laſt fix weeks 


he has been engaged in his uſual occupa- 


tion, Much might be ſaid of this man's 


caſe, | 


( 123 ) 


caſe, but Mr. CRurrwELIL will, with plea- 
ſure, relate the cure to any one who may 
call on him for that purpoſe.” _ 


Mr. LanGworTay's publication con- 
tains many more caſes, equally evidential 
of the efficacy of the Tractors, but the 
few I have quoted will ſerve to give ſome 
idea of the general ſucceſs of the Metallic 
Practice in his hands, 


The cauſes of his failure were fimilar 
to thoſe which have been remarked, by 
all who have made nice obſervations dur- 
ing their practice with the Tractors.— The 


preſence of oily, greaſy, or perſpirable matter 


was an inſurmountable obſtacle to ſucceſs. 


It will not be a ſubject of ſurprize with 
the reader, that Mr. L. after all theſe 
caſes, ſhould entertain a favourable opinion 
of the merits of the Metallic Practice. 
This may be given in a few words: I 
believe,” ſays he, © a new diſcovery in the 

| economy 
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economy of nature to have been made, 


which is capable of being converted to the 
happy alleviation of human affliction ; and 
my moſt ardent, and I will ſay my only 
with is, that the truth or fallacy of the doc- 
trine may be aſcertained by others.” 


After expreſſing his wiſh to meet me- 
dical men with this view at all times, to 
adopt whatever mode they may chuſe, in 


order to come to a true knowledge of the 


merits of this remedy, he concludes : 


After witneſſing the efficacy of the 
PERKINEAN practice in the caſes I have 
ſtated, and after what I have written on 
the ſubject, my own faith in the ſcience 
cannot be doubted. But having thus of- 
fered my pretenſions to the eye of philo- 
ſophy, and the teſt of experiment, I am 
fairly before the public; and with all the 
deference due to it from one of the hum- 
bleſt of its members, confident of its can- 


dour, I patiently await its deciſion.” 
g The 
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The Reader, it is believed, will not 
peruſe the publication of Mr. LANG 


woRTHY without giving him much credit 
for the liberal and honourable propoſals 
which he makes to ſcientific men, to come 
and examine the merits of this practice. 


With a view of inviting them to the in- 
veſtigation, he obſerves : 


« ] propoſe to operate on all perſons 


afflicted with any of the diſeaſes here enu- 


merated, in the preſence of ſuch phyſicians, 
ſurgeons, or others, as may be defirous of 
witneſſing the operation; and I thus pub- 
licly invite them to procure ſuch patients 
for the purpoſe, as may come within their 
knowledge. 


The numerous hoſpitals, infirmaries, 
alms-houſes, and other charitable inſtitu- 
tions, muſt at all ſeaſons furniſh fit ſubjects 
for my practice; and I will readily and 

17 willingly 
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willingly attend the directors and phyſicians 
who have the care of them, and make my 
experiments in their preſence. 


All ſuch poor perſons as come to 
me will be relieved gratis, if their caſes 
fall within my practice; and the doors 
will be open for medical and other gentle- 
men, who will bring ſuch perſons, either 
for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the truth 
of my pretenſions, or gratifying their 
curiolity. 


< But while I offer propoſals fo con- 
venient to the poor and neceſſitous, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that I expect the re- 
gular fees of my profeſſion, from patients 
who may be able to pay them. In this 
reſpect, however, I ſhall conform myſelf 
to - moderation, and the circumſtances of 
the applicants, as far as the charges of my 
education, and the expences of my under- 
taking and ſituation in life will permit. 


& Th 
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&« In drawing up this manual, I am not 
conſcious of having miſtated facts, or that 


I could have made a more candid propo- 


fal for bringing my pretenſions to a proper 
teſt. And all I can add is, that if any 
aſſemblage of medical or other gentlemen, 
will offer a plan, more likely to obtain the 
end deſired, I ſhall hold myſelf bound in 
| honour and in duty, as well as inclination, 
to co-operate with them in any way in my 
power.” 


Only a part of the experiments of Mr. 
LanGwoRTHY has, in theſe quotations, 
been preſented to the public. The peruſal 
of the work itſelf, which is a tract of about 
an hundred pages, would afford much ſatis- 
faction and inſtruction to thoſe who wiſh 
to gain information on this practice. To 


that alone the Editor would have referred 


them; but, conſiſtent with his original de- 
ſign of noticing the experience of thoſe 
who have practiſed moſt with the Tractors 
in this country, Mr. LanGworrtay's 


merited a particular detail. 
| I 8 ExXTERI- 
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ExrERIMENTSs or Mn. JohN GRANT, or 
LEIOHTON BVzz ARD, BEDFORDSHIRE. 


When Mr. Grant pofleſſed himſelf of 
a ſet of the Tractors, he expreſſed, in his 
letter, a determination of giving them a fair 
and extenſive trial, among the afflicted poor 
and others in his vicinity, and, whatever 
ſhould be the reſult, of making that public. 
This reſolution, which the Editor would 
be gratified in ſeeing in all others, induced 
him, after the expiration of a few months, 
to write to Mr. G. ſoliciting to be favoured 
with an account of his den His re- 
port, as it is believed will be the caſc with 


every perſon, who practiſed with the ſame 
judgment and perſeverance, was not uncre- 


ditable to the diſcovery, © I have great 
pleaſure in informing you,” he writes, 


* that with very few exceptions, I have 


found them extremely efficacious, and to 
anſwer the purpoſe for which they are re- 
commended, 

«I began 


1 


I began with noting down in a little 
book the caſes as they occurred; but my 
practice with them increaſing, and having 
other buſineſs that occupies my attention 
of late, I have been obliged to decline it. 


I find the Metallic TraQtors equally 
uſeful on the BRUTE ANIMAL as on the 
HUMAN SUBJECT, and I think they are 
more active on the HoksE than on thoſe 
which chew the cud, as ſheep, cows, &c. 
My limits will not allow me to enlarge on 
this head at preſent, and ſhall therefore 
proceed to give thee one or two caſes from 
my minute-book, which I think are very de- 
monſtrative of the efficacy of the Tractors. 


CAs E II. 


PAIN AND TUMEFACTION FROM 


A PUNCTURED WOUND. 


C E PWARD DAwsON received an injury 
on his knee, from an iron inſtrument run- 
ning into it, a little below the joint, and 


which he ſuppoſed had penetrated into the 
K fſubſtance 
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ſubſtance of the bone. The Balſamum 
Traumaticum was applied immediately. 
However, in three or four hours from the 
accident, a violent pain and tumefaction of 
the ſurrounding parts enſued, for which 
emollient poultices were applied. The 
pain notwithſtanding was violent all night. 
The fomentations, &c. were renewed jn 
the morning, but his pain ſtill continued 
intenſe. As ſoon as I ſaw him I ordered 
the poultices to be taken off, and, as ſome 
greaſy matter had been uſed, I had the 
ſurrounding parts waſhed with warm wa— 
ter, and wiped clean with a linen cloth. 
[ applied the Tractors to the ſeat of pain, 
drawing them down the tibia, and in fif- 
teen minutes he was much relieved. I 
continued this uſe about twenty-five mi- 
nutes, when he declared himſelf weite 
free from pain. 


« Fearing ſome injury done to the liga- 
ments near ths joints, I ordered him to "# 
but” feeling himſelf to be free from pain 
he lay only about two or three hours, then 

4 - got 


(1 

got up and purſued his uſual buſineſs. In 
conſequence of this, in the afternoon the 
pain returned with inflammation. Uſed the 
Tractors as before, and with the like good 
effect. He went to bed, obtained a good 
night's reſt, and has not felt the leaſt in- 
convenience ſince. 


CAS E V. 
VIOLENT INFLAMMATION OF THE Ex Es: 


MARY Dawsox had been affected for 
eight or nine weeks with the moſt violent 
inflammation in the eyes I ever beheld. Many 
applications had been made by the faculty 
without any good effect. The eye-lids were 
very much tumeſied; the white of the eye 
a maſs of inflammation ; the uvea and pupil 
very dim, and the cheek ſo diſcoloured 
that it reſembled a ripe nectarine. I almoſt 
deſpair of ſucceſs in this caſe, yet this 15th 
of the ninth month have made trial of 
the Tractors, and am pleaſed to obſerve 
that the firſt application has abated the in- 
flammation on the cheek and eye- lids. Re- 


K 2 peated 
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peated it at intervals of ſix hours: every 
ſucceeding trial promiſes ſucceſs. 


« 16th. A very bad night from violent 
pain in the eye. The external appearance 
much better: uſed the Tractors as on the 
preceding day. The pain during the ope- 
ration ſhifted ſometimes to her ears, face, 
&c. but at laſt from a long application it 
was wholly removed. At night they had 
ſo much abated the inflammation, that ſhe 
was able to open her eyes. 


« x7th. The firſt ſalutation ſhe gave me 
this morning was, that ſhe thought her- 
ſelf nearly well.” She had experienced a 
good night, and was able to dreſs herſelf. 
On examining the eyes, there 1s yet to be 
ſeen conſiderable inflammation. Uſed the 
Tractors as before, at intervals of eight 
hours, continuing each application full half 
an hour. At evening the inflammation is 
very ncarly removed, and ſhe can now look 
on a lighted candle, though three days 
ſince was unable to open her eyes. 
| | « 18th. 
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« 18th. The inflammation has almoſt 
_ diſappeared, and ſhe thinks herſelf cured. 
The Tractors were never uſed after the 18th, 
and at this inſtant of writing ſhe continues 
well. This caſe was under the inſpection 
of a gentleman of the faculty, who forbore 
any application during the uſe of the Trac- 
tors; ſo that their effects were incontro- 
vertible. 


« I thought myſelf amply compenſated 
for their expence, by the pleaſure derived 
from giving relief in this caſe alone, as it 
was one of the moſt diſtreſſing [ever beheld. 
I moſt ſincerely hope that a generous Pub- 
lic will reward the Author of a diſcovery, 
which promiſes ſo extenſive benefit to man- 
kind. Thou art at liberty to ſhew this, if 
thou deſire it. h 

Thy aſſured friend, 
JohN GranT.,” 


About a month after the receipt of the 
above letter I was favoured with another, 
in which Mr. G. obſerves, © I continue 


K 3 uſing 


i 


* 
* A . v 
— 


. _— 2 — Y 
im -- — — 
1 5 > << BS = . — — — a4 2X 
© 3 . * EE FE A 2" * 
* _ . » 5 2 5 — 
— 4 — 1 of *, 
* » ALE Gt 
— 


. «< l * * 
— — — 


— — 
8 * Zn, SAT 
_—_— D 


2 — 


— —_— 


1 
is 
* 


— 

* v. 
= 
\ mM \ 
ay 
ILY 
* | 5 

4 
4 
5 
wg 
5 
þ | 
. | . 
7 

g 


( 134 ) 

_ uſing the Tractors as before, and with the 
like good ſucceſs, I have cured two horſes 
that were nearly blind. T conceive the 
Tractors eſſential to be poſſeſſed by all per- 


ſons who have intereſt in cattle, particu- 
larly horſe-· dealers, graziers, &c. 


I don't find that they afford the leaſt 
relief in ſcrophulous ſubjecta, as I have been 
baffled in two or three inſtances lately, 


where I at firſt thought the caſes were fair, 


but have ſince found that the want of ſuc- 
ceſs aroſe from a /crophulous habit.” 


This remark of Mr. G. affords us a 
proof of the very correct and judicious ob- 
ſervations he has made in his experiments 
with the Tractors. The Metallic Practice 
has never given any relief in the ſerophula, 
and indeed ſo little is it ſubject to the me- 
tallic influence, that rheumatic pains on 
perſons who have the leaſt tint of /crophu- 
lous habit, very ſeldom derive any benefit 
from the application of the Tractors. This 

fact, 


1 


fact, which has been fully proved by nu- 
merous trials in America, as well as in 
England, ſhould be particularly remem- 
bered by thoſe who are engaged in this 
practice. If this is not attended to, the 
operator will often be diſappointed in giv- 
ing relief where he moſt expected it. 


Mr. G. has within a few days favoured 
me with his Book, in which he at firſt be- 
can to regiſter his experiments indiſcrimi- 
nately, but which, from the increaſe of 
| his practice and other avocations, we are 
told (/e page 129) he was prevented 
'from continuing. Many of theſe are too 
important to be omitted in the preſent 
work. 


„On the gth of the ninth month, pur- 
chaſed a ſet of Metallic Tractors of B. D. 
PEREKINS, of London, the Patentee. At 
that time I was ſeverely affected with the 
Lumbago. Operated on the affected part 
ſifteen minutes; perceived a warmth and 

= W 4 tingling 
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tingling ſenſation follow the point of the 
Tractors, and was ſo much relieved as to 
be able that night to get out of bed with- 
out help, though I had been unable for the 
week preceding to turn myſelf without the 
moſt excruciating pain. In the courſe of 
the next day the pain returned, though 


with leis violence. Continued the uſe of 


the Tractors four days, and took in the in- 


terval ſome tincture of gum guaiacum. At 


this inſtant, the 16th of ninth month, am 
free from the complaint. 


(For Cale II. /ce g. 129.) 


CASE III. 


A PHLEGMON OR BOIL. 


« Ninth month, roth. -A perſon had 


a very bad boil on one of the knees, ex- 
tremely painful and inflamed. The Trac- 
tors were applied about fifteen minutes 
around the inflamed part, without much 
apparent effect at the time. By the morn- 
ing the inflammation was gone off, and the 


progreſs 


( 


progreſs towards ſuppuration arreſted. In 
twenty-four hours it was well, no ſuppura- 
tion having taken place. 


CASE IV. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


« Ninth month, 11th. —A lady was 


troubled with an ery/ipe/as, chiefly affecting 
her left eye. The inflammation was not 
attended with much tumefaction. The 
Tractors were applied, and relief expe- 
rienced in a few minutes. About four 
hours after this, on repeating the ſame ap- 
- plication the inflammation was wholly re 
moved, and the complaint ſubſided. 
(For Cale V. /ze p. 131.) 


CASE Vi 


PAIN IN THE FACE. 


« Ninth month, 17th. A perſon had a 


violent pain in her face; was very unwilling 
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Ca) 
1 ſhould apply the Tractors, but after 
much importuning ſubmitted to the opera- 
tion. In about twelve minutes ſhe acknow- 


ledged herſelf much eaſier. At evening 
repeated the operation, and ſhe was cured. 


Case VII. 


STING OF A WAsSp. 


& Ninth month, 17th—A perfon was 
Fung on her arm with a waſp. The part 
was inflamed, ſwelled, and attended with 
intenſe pain. Applied the Tractors fifteen 
minutes, when the pain, inflammation, and 
2 ſwelling, were all removed. 


CASE VIII. 


PAIN AND NUMBNESS. 


* Ninth month, 18th.—A perſon had a 
fingular ſenſation in her wriſt and fingers, 
attended with alternate fits of pain and 
-numbneſs., The fingers in particular were 

| often 
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often ſo painful at night as to deprive her 
of ſleep. Judging this a caſe in which the 

Tractors might be uſeful, I applied them 

along the affected parts. Their effect was 

ſoon felt by producing a tingling ſenſation 

in her fingers. She was much relieved by ; 

the firſt operation, Repeated the ſame 

three times a day. The pains uſually ex- 

perienced in bed were cured the firſt night, 

The applications were continued, and ſhe 

was perfectly cured, 


CAIR IE. 


INFLAMMATION OF THE EYE. 


« Toun CARPENDER had a violent in- 
flammation in his right eye, the relicks of 
a fever : he had been confined to his bed 
three weeks, The uſual remedies of the 
faculty had been employed, without afford- 
ing any benefit. Conceiving this alſo a ſuit- 
able caſc for the Metallic Practice, I uſed 
the Tractors on the evening of the 18th. 
In the morning he complained of more 
| pain, 
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pain, but they had leſſened the inflamma., 
tion. The next morning, uſed them again 
twenty minutes. He derived ſo much be- 
neft, that on this day, the 2oth, his eye is 
as well as uſual. I 


Casr Io 


| STING OF A WASP, 

„ Ninth month, 22d.—A perſon was 
Aung on the arm with a waſp. It was at- 
tended with intenſe pain and inflammation. 
The Tractors effectually relieved it in 
twenty minutes, no pain having been felt 
ſince. : 


[ Here follows ſeveral caſes on animals, 
which ſhall be noticed hereafter. | ; 


CasE XVI. 


STING OF A WASP, 


yo Another perſon, fung with a waſp, 
was relieved from every effect of the ſting 
by one application of the Tractors. 
CASE 


( ae J 
CASE XVII. 


A SLIGHT PARALYTIC AFFECTION, 


« Percy KING, aged 76, was attacked 
with what was thought a ſlight paralytic 
affefion of one ſide, or hemiplegia. The 
right arm and fide were rendered almoſt 
incapable of motion. Sudorific medicines 
and gentle cathartics were uſed. Stimu- 
lating embrocations were alſo applied to 
the benumbed parts, but from all theſe no 
alteration during four days was perceived. 
After cleanſing the parts of all the greaſy 
ſubſtances, by waſhing and wiping them 
clean, the "Tractors were applied from the 
ſhoulder to the fingers for half an hour, 
without the leaſt ſenſible effect at the time. 
The ſame was repeated at the end of three 
hours, only varying the direction of the 
Tractors, by drawing them over the ſhoul- 
der down the vertebræ. At the finiſhing 
of this operation, he complained of vio- 
lent pain in the ſhoulder and arm. Uſed 
the Tractors at intervals of three hours, 
| | drawing 
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drawing them principally from the neck 


over the ſhoulder, and extending them 
to the ends of the fingers. The arm 
ſtill continued uſeleſs, but on the third 
morning, while making the application, he 
felt a ſenſation of heat at his fingers ends, 
Every ſucceeding trial gave relief, and gra- 
dually reſtored "oo bk to its * 


ſtrength and healthy ſtate. At the end of 


three days, he was ſo far recovered as to 
be able to go out on his uſual buſineſs. 


This man was firſt affected in his knee, | 


which gradually extended over all that 
fide till it became incapable of voluntary 
motion. 


CASE XVIII. 


* 


ERYSIPELATOUS ERUPTION. 


& A child of this place was affected with 
an eruption in its face, attended with vio- 
lent itching and inflammation. So gene- 
ral about the eyes in particular, as to cloſe 
them together. I was at a loſs how to 


apply 


F 


$9 wy a5 


od 
— 
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apply the Tractors in this caſe. However 
I drew them as well as I could gently over 
the parts moſt affected. From the refrac- 
torineſs of the child it was difficult to con- 
duct them in any particular direction. Not- 
withſtanding this uncertain mode of ap- 
plying the Tractors, the inflammation was 
very much abated, and in two days it was 
nearly gone. The ſcab on the face gra- 
dually came off. 
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CASE XIX. 


VIOLENT PAIN FROM A PUNCTURED 
WOUND IN A JOINT, 


The wife of a labourer called on me 
with a very violent pain in the knuckle, 
from an injury recerved by a thorn run- 
ning into the joint. That finger was ren- 
dered uſeleſs ; the. hand was allo very pain- 
ful, and much ſwoln. The Tractors were 
applied twenty-five minutes, when the 
pain was removed, the inflammation ceaſed, 
and the patient experienced no further 
trouble. 

Cas E 


(a) 


CASE XX. 


SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS., 


te A married woman, of a very delicate 
habit, had for many years been ſubject to 
very alarming Hpaſinodic affeckions, ſo very 
violent ſometimes in the ſtomach as to 
threaten her immediate diſſolution. Dur- 
ing one of theſe violent paroxyſms, the 
Tractors were applied to the region of the 
ſtomach, and drawn up the ſternum and 
over the clavicle. Relief was ſoon expe- 
rienced in the ſtomach, but the ſpaſms at- 
tacked other parts of the body, as the head 
and arms, &c. On applying the Tractors 
to theſe parts, relief was almoſt inſtanta- 


neouſly produced. 


« On this patient the efficacy of the 
Tractors has ſince been experienced in a 
variety of nervous affections, particularly 
in violent pains of the head, face, and teeth. 


* Here- | 


(C 


« Heretofore during the paroxyſms, va- 
rious antiſpaſmodics, as opium with cam- 
phire, have been given in large doſes. After 
the uſe of theſe remedies, the patient has 
been frequently left in a very debilitated 
ſtate, and confined for a week or more, 
before the acquired her uſual ſtrength. On 
the contrary, after the application of the 
Tractors, the did not experience any de- 
bility, when the paroxyſm was paſt, and 
her health was reſtored in à ſurpriſing 
manner. | 


CASE XXI. 


- 


INFLAMED AND PAINED HEELS. 


A perſon had flamed heels, and very 
painful to the touch, ſuppoſed to have been 
occaſioned by the froſt. The Tractors 
were applied twice with good effect; the 
inflammation went off, and occaſioned no 
further trouble. 


CASE 
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CASA XXII. 
ON ; 578111 


QUINSY. 
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« ANN "EY for ſeveral years has 
been frequently troubled: with the quinſy, 
or an inflammatory affebtion of the throat. 
The tonfils were very much tumeſied, and 
the complaint ſeldom went off without ſup- 
puration: Her life many times has been in 
danger. On 'the- iſt of the firſt month, 
1799, ſhe was ſeized in the evening With 
ſymptoms more violent than any ſhe had 
ever before experienced. Without any 
other applications, the Tractors were ulted 
that evening, full half an hour, When they 
evidently abated the pat Oi thę enftiing 
morning there was a conſiderable degree of 
fever, and the glands of the throat much 
enlarged. I was concerned on finding they 
had diſcontinued the uſe of the Tractors in 
the night. I however had them applied 
in the morning, and repeated at intervals 
of three hours, which produced evident 

3 amend. 
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amendment. Continued their uſe three 
days, and the complaint was completely 
ſubdued without a ſuppuration. No inter- 
nal or external application was matle but 


the "Tractors alone. * 


BS i144 i; 
CASE XXIII. 
-CONTUSION, 


« TonN STAFFORD, a labouring man, 
aged 35, received a very violent contuſion, 
by a cart-wheel falling on his thigh, At 
firſt it was thought the bone was n 
The parts were welle prodigiouſly, ſo much 
fo, that it was neceſſary to ſplit his breeches 
in order to take them off. The inſide of 
the knee was very much bruiſed and diſco- 
loured. I ſaw him about half an hour after 
the accident, before any application what- 
ever had been made. A medical attendant 
preſent aſſiſted me in giving the Tractors 
a fair trial, and we uſed them in concert 
half an hour, when the pain and ſwelling 
had very much abated, I ordered him to 

Cx bed, 
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bed, and called on him again in the even- 
ing; he told me he had no pain, and I 
found the inflammation nearly gone. Uſed 


the Tractors about fifteen minutes longer, 


and by the next morning there was no ap- 
pearance of difeaſe remaining. He has 
not had the leaſt pain fince.” 


ͤ— 


Excepting ſome experiments on ANI- 
MALS, theſe compoſe chief of the caſes not- 
ed down in Mr. GranT's memorandum- 


book. It will be obſerved, that the names 


of all the patients, on whom he uſed the 


Tractors, are not mentioned. Some per- 
| ſons, from motives of delicacy, having an 


unwillingneſs to preſent their names to the 
public, as connected with any medical ſub- 
je, Mr. G. conceived a propriety in omit- 
ting them. Indeed, whoever is acquainted 


with that gentleman, will not conſider their 
inſertion neceſſary to ſubſtantiate the facts. 


Should any, however, defire more parti- 


_ cular information on this head, Mr. G. has 


obligingly 
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obligingly aſſured me, that he will with 
pleaſure ſatisfy them; and as the perſons, 
on whom his experiments were made, live 
chiefly in his own neighbourhood, refe- 
rences can be r given. 


Since the receipt of the above caſes, 
Mr. G. has informed the Editor, in a 
letter dated third month, 1oth, that“ I 
could fill thee a volume of caſes, but many 
perhaps would be of leſs moment than 
thoſe thou haſt received. I find the ſuc- 


ceſs of the Tractors much depends on a due 


erſeverance in their applications,” &c. 
P PP , 


The Editor has dwelt conſiderably on 
the practice of Mr. GRAN, as he con- 
ſiders his obſervations of more moment 
than thoſe who have ſeen fewer experi- 
ments, and who have alſo employed this 
remedy with leſs judgment and atten- 
tion. His very benevolent and humane 
cuſtom of attending both rich and poor, 
gratis, while it afforded him an opportu- 


E33 nity 
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nity of making numerous experiments, at 
the ſame time, gave him the ſatisfaction 
of relieving à great number of his ſuffer- 
ing fellow- creatures. | 


COMMUNICATION FROM MR. DAVID 
OGILVY, JUN. BOOKSELLER, HOL- 
BORN, LONDON, | 


London, Auguſt 2, 1798. 
Hir, 


« Agreeably to my promiſe, when I 
purchaſed a ſet of your Tractors, I ſhall do 
myſelf the pleafure of communicating to 
you the refult of my experiments. The 
curioſity naturally excited by a remedy fo 
novel, and, as one might infer from your 
late publication, ſo intereiting to humanity, 
has led me to place myſelf, as much as poſ- 
ſible, in the way of procuring proper ſub- 
jects for the Tractors, and. of noting with 
attention their effects; that I might there- 


( 171 ) 


by have an opportunity of convincing 
myſelf. of the truth or fallacy. of the doc- 
trine from my own: experience. The uk 


timate ſucceſs of theſe trials, I:take great 


pleaſure in declaring, has exceeded my ex- 
pectations. | : DEE 


GOUTY HEAD-AC HE. 


* Ib un experiment I made with the 
Tractors was on my. Mother, for a very 
violent pain in the head, and the caſe proved 
ſuitable for the Metallic Influence. It may 
be-proper to oblerve, that this pain was 
the remains of goury affections, with which 
ſhe had been troubled for ſeveral years. 
By the advice of her phyfician ſhe had re- 


courſe to the Bath waters, about three years 


fince ; ſoon after her return, the diſeaſe, 
which before at times affected her whole 
body, became ſtationary in her head. | 
can only fay, that upon applying the 
Tractors agreeable to your directions, when 
ſhe was in violent pain, her head-ache, 
which had afflicted her very ſeverely and 
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almoſt inceſſantly for upwards of two years, 
was in about ten minutes completely re- 
lieved. The application has been once 
repeated, and however extraordinary the 
fact, ſhe has never experienced the pain 
ſince. It is now about four months ſince 
the application. I 


CONTUSION. 


I have lately had occaſion to uſe them 


in a caſe of @ bruiſe, which afforded me 


much latisfation. My infant child by 
accident fell againſt the edge of a chair, 
and received a very ſevere blow in the fore- 
head. The child appearing in great pain, I 


applied the Tractors a3 ſoon as poſſible, be- | 


fore the part had iwelled to the extent that 
it doubtleis would, if left to itſelf : ſhe 
very ſoon ſtopped crying, and the ſwelling 
and inflammation in a few minutes were 
hardly perceptible, and nothing remained 
of the wound but a ſmall ſcar. 


SWELLING 


joey hand » hands © AS hat. 
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SWELLING IN THE FACE, AND BITE 
| OF A GNAT. 


&« have twice had occaſion to uſe the 
Tractors on myſelf, once for a ſwelling in 
the face accompanied with pain, and once 
for the bite of a gnat. My face, in conſe- 
ſequence of a cold a ſhort time ſince, be- 
came very much ſwelled, and in conſider- 
able pain ; one fingle experiment removed 
the pain and ſwelling. The bite from a 
gnat was in two places, the one above, and 
the other juſt below the lid of one of my 
eyes; the parts became very ſoon ſo much 
ſwelled as to completely cloſe the eye, and 
on uſing the Tractors a few minutes the 
pain was removed, and the ſwelling ſub- 


ſided ſoon after. 


<< I have applied the Tractors with equal 
ſucceſs in many other caſes, once for a rheu- 
matic gout; for common head-aches, &c.; but 
it would be tedious to detail every caſe, and 
indeed they do not all now occur to my 
mind. 1 

| % You 


(„ 


& You will not infer from the above 
ſtatement, that have invariably ſucceeded 
in all my experiments ; probably from not 
paying ſufficient attention to the directions 
accompanying the Tractors, which point 
out the diſeaſes fubje&t to the metallic in- 
fluence, I have often, no doubt, applied 
them improperly. And here give me leave 
to obſerve, that you ought to ſpare no pains 
in- inſtructing your purchaſers in the mode 
of uſing the Tractors, as well as to diſcri- 
minate between the diſeaſes ſubject to their 
influence, and thoſe; that are not; other- 
wile this practice, like every other, when 
injudicioufly uſed, may loſe credit unjuſtly. 
Wiſhing you ſucceſs in your practice, which 
the — undoubtedly merits, 

I remain, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
1 DAVID: 0GLLVY,, jun.“ 
In addition to the above communieation, 
Mr. OdiLvx has ſince favoured the e 
with the following: 
| « Dear 
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London, April 11; 1799. 
cc Dear Sir, : L 
„If any further atteſtation” from me. re- 
ſpecting the efficacy of the Metallic Trac- 
tors, than that E fent to you laſt ſummer, 
would be acceptable, you are at liberty to 
ſtate in your intended publication, that I 
have continued uſing them, and with fimi-- 
lar ſucceſs. As [ has always been ready 
to operate gralis on all' who applied, you 
may ſuppoſe that I have not wanted op- 
portunities for ſeeing their effects very: 


often. 


To detail every caſe. would fill up a 
moderate volume, and as you probably have 
numerous communications from all parts: 
of England, a lengthy letter from me would 
be unintereſting. I cannot but ſtill be of 
the ſame opinion, reſpecting the neceſſity 
of your purchaſers. having, a; ſtrict adhe- 
rence to your directions for uſing the Hrac- 
tors, and particularly to what is ſaid on the 
France of oy, greaſy ſubftances, perſpi- 


ration, 


( 

ration, &c. The influence of theſe, in re- 
ſiſting the action of the Tractors, I have 
often had occaſion to notice, and am per- 
ſuaded that very many caſes muſt occur, 
where ſucceſs is prevented from theſe 
cauſes. Thoſe who are in the habit of 
uſing your Tractors cannot be too atten- 
tive to theſe circumſtances. 


CONTRACTION OF THE HAND. 


c“ muſt ſtate one cure, which you may 
act your pleaſure about inſerting in your book. 
My mother, in addition to the complaint 
in her head (which however yet conti- 
nues well) as ſtated in my former letter, 
about two years ſince received a wound in 
the palm of her hand, by falling on a 


broken glaſs bottle, which parted an artery. 


When this wound healed her fingers be- 
came fo contracted, that ſhe could ſcarcely 
make any uſe of them. At times there 
was much pain in that part of the hand 
where the wound had been. The idea 
ſtruck me, that the Tractors might be of 

benefit 


G 
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benefit in removing the contraction, by 
drawing them from the back and palm of 
the hand to the extremities of the fingers. 
I made the experiment, and the ſtricture 
gradually gave way, and in a few minutes 
ſhe could uſe that hand as well as the 
other. Since that application, which is 
now ſeveral months, the contraction has 
three or four times returned, but on uſing 
the Tractors it has always been removed 

in the courſe of five or fix minutes. 


Not having obſerved, among the expe- 
riments you have publiſhed, many trials of 
the "Tractors in contractions, I have been 
more particular in ſingling out this caſe, 
from the numerous others in which 1 have 
employed them with equal ſucceſs. 


„ Your moſt obedient and 
„ humble ſervant, | 
* DAVID OGILVY, jun.” 


(eis) 
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CNN N AON FROM NMR. JAMES 
1 BOOKSELLER, STRAND, 
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1 Sir, ES 5 

4 Hearing of your i intention to publiſh 
ſome. caſes relative, to the uſe of your Me- 
tallic Tractors, i in the removal and cure of 
ſeveral diſeaſes, I conceive it a duty 1 owe 
to you and the Public at large to bear my 
teſtimony in their favour. Since I have 
been in poſſeſſion of a ſet of them, I have 
applied them in ſeveral caſes of the head- 
ache, rheumatiſm, in the face and elſe- 
where, and inflammations i in- the eyes, With 
complete ſucceſs. 


RHEUMATIC TOOTH-ACHE. 


„A lady, who had been in extreme 
agony ſeven days from a rheumatic tooth- 
ache, was relieved in ten minutes by an 
application of the Tractors. The ſoreneſs 
which ſhe felt in her cheek was alfo re- 
moved in a few hours after. 


INFLAM- 


3 159) 
INFLAMMATION: IN THE EYES. 


* uk gentleman, who had a ſwelled face 
and great inflammation in his eye, per- 
mitted me to apply 1 the Tractors. In about 
eight or, ten minutes che tumefadtion 1 in the 
face ſubſided, and the eye was relieve from 
| weakneſs and Pain, The blood-v eſſ els, 
which. were turgid and diſtended, , B12 adually 


1 


diſcharged, themſelves, and in the courſe 
| 8 
of the next oy the inflammation wholly 


apps ed. ava 


TC! 
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. CHRONIC PAIN y OUT A SPRAIN. 


ig gentlemän, from ſome exertion iin 
his garden, about Midſummer laſt, ſprained 
his ſhoulder, fince/which - he has not been 
able to raiſe his fore arm higher than ah 
horizontal poſition from his elbow. He 
was not able of courſe to put on his cravat 
or coat, and, if he attempted to lift up his 
arm, it was always attended with extreme 
pain, even ſo as to make him cry out. His 
wife, hearing that I was in poſſeſſion of the 
| Tractors, 
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Tractors, deſired that I would Perform an 
operation upon him. Happy in an op- 
portunity to try their effects in ſuch a pe- 
culiar caſe, I called on him for that pur- 
poſe, on Wedneſday evening, Nov. I4th. 
My firſt precaution was to habe his arm, 
from his ſhoulder to the extremities of his 
fingers, waſhed with warm ſoap and water, 
to cleanſe it from the greaſy and oily ſub- 
ſtances which were preſent, and I likewiſe 
took care that my own hand, as an ope- 
rator, ſhould be free from thoſe ſubſtances 
alſo, which I find to be neceſſary in all 
caſes where the Tractors are applied. I 
then proceeded to draw the points of the 
Tractors alternately (uſing each about three 
minutes) from the ſhoulder to the extre- 
mities of the fingers, and in leſs than ten 
minutes he found the arm much relieved 
from pain, and on continuing their uſe half 
an hour, I had the gratification of ſeeing 
him put on his cravat and coat without at- 
ſiſtance, which he had not done for four or 


five months before. The next morning he 
lifted 


© >» 
lifted a heavy chair with the ſame arm, 
and carried it from one fide of the room to 
the other, and that without pain, to his 
very great aſtoniſhment. A gentleman, 
who was preſent during the operation, 
knowing how long he had been troubled 
with this complaint, was ſo convinced of 
the utility of the Tractors, that he after- 
wards purchaſed a ſet of them to take into 
the country with him, from a philanthro- 
pic ſpirit to do good to the afflicted in his 
vicinity. 
N ScAL DS. 

cc My wife has been twice ſcalded. The 
firſt time with hot tallow on both her 
wriſts, and upon the immediate appli- 
cation of the Tractors, after the removal of 
the greaſe, the inflammation ceaſed, and 
the apparent progreſs of veſication was ar- 
reſted. The ſecond was occaſioned by boil- 
ing coffee accidentally flying upon her up- 
per lip. The Tractors were applied, and 
the ſame effect, as in the caſe above, took 
place. | 


M A CON=« 


( 

A CONTUSION: 

& Another caſe occurred in my own fa- 
mily. A boy in beating books was- acci- 
dentally ſtruck by. one of my men, who was 
beating with him, with a hammer of nearly 
fourteen pounds weight, upon the upper 
part of his eye- lid, which produced a wound 
three-fourths of an inch in length. Hav- 
ing blotting paper at hand, I immediately 
ſoaked up the blood with it, and applied 


the Tractors, The tumefaction was pre- 


vented from taking place, which was very 
ſurpriſing after ſo ſevere a blow. I applied 
a rag with a little Balſam only, and uſed 
the Tractors once more. In three days his 
eye was perfectly well, there remaining 
only a ſmall ſcab and a little blackneſs be- 
low the eye. „ 


« Theſe, with ſeveral other ſimilar facts 
which. I have witneſſed, fully eſtabliſh the 
virtue of the Tractors in my eſtimation, 
and ſhould they fail in any inſtance of pro- 


ducing the deſired effect, J believe it is 


becaule the caſe is not of the deſcription 
99 5 for 
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for which they are recommended, that they 
are improperly uſed, or not applied as 
frequently as 1s neceſſary. Wiſhing you 
ſucceſs in your endeavours to promote the 
public welfare, by bringing this important 
diſcovery to England, 
“ am, Sir, 
« Your molt obedient ſervant, 
c JAMES MATHEWS." 

Strand, No. 18, ; 

January 8th, 1799. 


The following favour the Editor re- 
ceived from a gentleman, much attached 
to philoſophical inveſtigations. 


Mr. TEED, oF LANCASTER-COURT, 
STRAND, 


Purchaſed a ſet of the Metallic Tractors 
in May laſt. On the 13th of October he 
obliged me with a commmunication on 
the ſubject of their effects, of which the 
following is an extract: 


M 2 In 


„„ 
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„In England, which has long boaſted 
its great and enlightened men, there 


prevails as much prejudice and ſcepticiſm 
on any innovation which oppoſes former 


opinions, as 1n countries where ſcience and 
philoſophy have made leſs progreſs. When 
LUNARDI gave out, a few years ſince, in 
the public papers, that he would certainly 
aſcend into the air by-means of a balloon, 
many ſenfible men, but who however did 
not underſtand the doctrine of gaſes, thought 
it impoſſible, and ridiculed thoſe who en- 
tertained a different opinion. You will not 
therefore be ſurprized that perſons of this 
claſs ſhould, in the year 1798, equally 
diſbelieve and ridicule your father's diſ- 
covery, and even declare the practice an 
impoſition on the public. 


« With a view to inform ſuch charac- 
ters, and to the relief of my ſuffering fellow 
mortals, I ſubmit to you, for inſertion in 
your next publication, the following caſes: 


SPRAIN, 


( 


SPRAIN. 


About a fortnight ſince, a perſon in my 
family ſprained her foot. It ſwelled, grew 
black, and was very painful. I applied 
the Tractors, which I purchaſed of you; the 
pain was removed. I repeated the operation 
that evening and the next morning, when 
ſhe was every way much better, and by 
the evening of that day well. 


4 - 
© © 
A kTES 


TOOTH-ACHE. 


„ My ſervant had a bad tooth-ache, 
which proceeded from a rotten or carious 
tooth. I directed my little daughter to ap- 
ply the Tractors, and relief was given in a 
very few minutes. As the tooth was much 
decayed, the pain has many times ſince re- 
turned, but has always been relieved by the 
application of the Tractors. 


«& The above are ſome of the caſes which 
have come under my own inſpection. There 
is an old and vulgar maxim, that © ſeeing is 

M 3 believing, 


( 166 


believing, but feeling is the naked truth.“ 
„On the day of the laſt illumination 
for our brilliant victory over the French 
fleet, I was very ſuddenly affected with a 
violent pain in the ſmall of my back, or 
what is commonly called the 


LUMBAGO 3 


It came on in the afternoon, and I was fo 
ill as to be obliged to lay on the bed until 
five o'clock. I could not walk acroſs the 
room, or ſtand upright without very great 
pain. The Tractors were applied, and in 
leſs than ten minutes, though however ex- 
traordinary it may appear, I was relieved, 
and could walk about as well as ever. I 
do not ſay I was completely cured by that 
one operation, for there was ſome pain the 
next day, but by no means ſo violent, and 
in a few days, by conſtant uſe of the 
Tractors, it entirely left me. 


« If it will at all contribute towards 
eſtabliſhing a doctrine, entirely new in the 


reſearches 
0 


(„ 


reſearches of this country, you are at li- 
berty to make uſe of the name of 
Your humble ſervant, 


„ RICHARD TEE.“ 
Lancaſter- court, Strand, EIS 
13th October 1798. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE REV. DR. 
TROTTER, OF HANS PLACE, KNIGHTS=- 
BRIDGE, 


This worthy and reſpectable gentleman 
demands, both from the Editor and the af- 
flicted, every acknowledgment. The for- 
mer is indebted to him for the candour 
with which he has carried on his inveſti- 
cation of the merits of the Metallic Prac- 
tice; and the latter for his aſſiduous atten- 
tion to them, and his ſacrifice both of time 
and convenience to afford them relief 
from their ſufferings. It need not be 
mentioned, that this gentleman, who is ſo 
well known for his humane and charitable 

M 4 diſpoſition, 
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diſpoſition, attends the fick without any 
other recompence than that, which is above 
eſtimation, the exertions of a benevolent 
mind. During his experiments with the 
Tractors, the Doctor was attentive to keep 
an accurate memorandum of each caſe, and 
in conſequence is now much more com- 
petent to decide on the real merits of this 
practice. His report is as follows: 


Hans Place, March 29, 1799. 
Sir, 

In anſwer to your queſtion, ©* What is 
now my opinion of the Metallic Tractors?“ 
I can with confidence ſay, that after ſix 
months candid trial, I am equally aſtoniſh- 
ed and pleaſed. The inſtruments and the 
operation are ſo ſimple that they promiſe 
nothing, but the effect is ſo remarkable and 
generally ſo ſudden, that it ſeems more 
like a miracle than the uſual courſe oſ na- 
ture, though till of late undiſcovered. When 
I firſt peruſed your late Publication, giving 


an account of your father's cures by his Me- 
| tallic 
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tallic Tractors, atteſted by well-known re- 
ſpectable characters in America, as a friend 
to humanity I called upon you, to make 
further enquiry about a diſcovery that pro- 
miſed to be ſo uſeful to mankind. Your 
goodneſs in conducting me to St. Martin's 
work-houſe, gave me an opportunity of ſa- 
tisfying myſelf of the efficacy of the Trac- 
tors, in the cure of two women, both of 
whom declared in my hearing, with appa- 
rent pleaſure and gratitude, that they were 
by theſe relieved of their complaints ; one 
of a painful acute rheumatiſm in the ancle, 
and the other of a gouty affedon attended 
with @ contraction in the hand and fin- 


gers (a). : 


« Soon after this, I was poſſeſſed of a 
{et of the Tractors, and reſolved to omit no 
occaſion of uſing them for the relief of the 
afflicted. On looking at my minute-book, 
I find a particular account of twenty-one 


(a) Theſe caſes ſhall be noticed in the ſubſequent 
pages. | | | 


CUTES 


„ 


cures performed under my own inſpection; 
VIZ. FOUR OF THE RHEUMATISM ; TWO OF 
INFLAMED EYES AND HEAD-ACHE ; ONE 
ERYSIPELAS; FIVE OF THE TOOTH-ACHE; 
THREE OF SWELLING IN THE MOUTH ; 
THREE OF INFLAMED SWELLING IN THE 
FACE; ONE OF AN UNCOMMON PAIN IN 
THE HEAD OF A YOUNG WOMAN SUBJECT 
TO THE EPILEPSY, AND WHICH WAS THE 
USUAL SYMPTOM OF AN APPROACHING 
FIT; ONE OF THE STRANGURY, AND 
ONE OF A SORE THROAT, Theparticulars ! 
will readily communicate to any enquirer. 


% Upon the whole, I muſt, in juſtice to 
(what 1 ſhall call) Dr. PEREKINS's INVA- 
LUABLE diſcovery, acknowledge, that I 
myſelf have never applied the Tractors, 
without ſome ſerifible effect, and that 
in a few minutes; and from my own ca- 
perience can ſay, that metals do not more 
certainly attract the electrical fluid, than 
the Metallic Tractors (if properly uſed). act 
in attracting and removing certain pains, 


inflammations, and inflammatory {wellings. 
1 have 


1 
IJ have no doubt of their making their way 
in a ſhort time over Britain, as they have 
done in America, and are now doing in 
Denmark and Germany. S0 /afe, ſo plea- 
| fant, ſo ready, and I will add ſo cheap a 
medical aſſiſtant, few ladies or gentlemen 
will chooſe to be without in their families. 
Believe I am, with eſteem, 

„Dear Sir, 
„ Your very humble ſervant, 
* JOHN TROTTER.” 


P. S. Since writing the above, I have 
operated on a gentleman's left eye-brow, 
which was painful and a little ſwelled, 
though without inflammation. I drew the 
Tractors over it in different directions, for 

the ſpace of half an hour, witffout the leaſt 
ſenſible effect. Upon enquiry I found the 
diſorder to proceed from the ſtomach. 
Hence it may be inferred, that no relief 
can be expected from the Tractors when 
the complaint is merely ſymptomatical ; 
but when it is topical, though ever fo 
violent, a cure, from what I have witneſſed, 


may be depended upon, Jo To 
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COMMUNICATED BY MR. MANT, SURGEON, 
OF SOUTHAMPTON. 


The cures mentioned in the three firſt 
caſes adduced below, it will be obſerved, 
were not witneſſed by Mr. MaxrT perſon- 
ally, but in his letter accompanying them 
he fays, © that having the account from ſo 
ſenfible a man and fo reſpectable a charac- 
ter, I cannot entertain the ſmalleſt doubt 
of the facts, eſpecially as they are corrobo- 
rated by the teſtimony . of the patients 
themſelves whom I have examined.” 


The gentleman to whom Mr. Maxr 
alludes is WALTER TAILok, Eſq; of Potſ- 
wood Green, Southampton, well known to 
the public as a ſcientific character, and for 
ſome very valuable and uſeful improve- 
ments relating to ſeveral new applications 
of the mechanical powers, He was one of 
the early purchaſers of the Tractors, and 

4 | from 
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from having had them in his poſſeſſion 
nearly a year, is now well qualified to 
make a proper report on their merits. 
The two laſt caſes occurred in the practice 


of Mr. MANT himſelf. 


Cass I. 


A PERIODICAL PAIN IN THE HAND. 


« Mrs. TAILok, above Bar, Southampton 
(no relation to the above mentioned gentle- 
man) had for 13 years paſt been attacked, 
ſome time in the courſe of every night, with 
a very acute pain in one of her hands, for 
which ſhe had recourſe to many medicines 
and applications without effect. About 
four months ſince the Tractors were firſt 
applied, and ſhe ſoon began to experience 
benefit from them. It is worthy of obſer- 
vation, that this happening in the night, 
they were never applied when the pain was 
preſent, but acted as a ſure preventative of 
its return. She has ſince been attacked by 
it only very lightly, and a few minutes ap- 

_ plication 
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plication of the Tractors always relieves 
her, but ſhe ſometimes paſſes two or three 
weeks together without the leaſt return of 
pain. 


CAs E II. 
SPRAIN AND CONTUSION; 


C WaLTEeR TAI ox, Eſq; of Potſu cod 


Green, Southampton, the gentleman above 


mentioned, met with an accident in de- 
icending a flight of ſtairs, by which his leg 
was bent under him, and ſprained in ſuch 
a degree that he was unable to riſe: the 
molt violent pain in the muſcles enſucd: 
Ilis ſervants having ſupported him to a 
tofa, he immediately had the Tractors 
applied, which he purchaſed of you, and, 
to uſe his own exprefſion, © after continu- 
ing the operation fifteen minutes, the 


pain ſeemed to leave me as if 1 had 


taken it off with my ſtocking. It ap- 
e peared to deſcend lower and lower, till at 
length I, as it were, ſhook it off my 

« toes.“ 
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4 toes.” He immediately got up and 
walked, never having found any inconve- 
nience from the injury ſince. 


—— 


C As E III. 


A SCALD. 


The gentleman, mentioned in the laſt 
caſe, employs a number of men in a foun- 
dery, one of whom let fall ſome melted 
metal on his leg, and ſcalded it to a large 
extent, On applying the Tractors twice, 
the effects of the ſcald were removed, and 
the man cnabled to return to his work the 
next day. 


CAs E IV. 


A PAINFUL INFLAMMATORY SWELLING 
IN THE ANCLE. 


*] was called to a young lady on the 23d 
inſtant [March] who, without any knows 
ledge of having been the ſubject of a ſprain or 
contuſion, was affected with an inflamma- 
tion and tumefaction in one of her ancles, 

attended 


attended with acute pain on the lighteſt 
motion, particularly if ſhe attempted to 
aſcend ſtairs. Not recollecting the Trac- 
tors at the moment, 1 dir ed her to ap- 
ply a poultice to the part. About five 
hours after J viſited her again, and then 
uſed the Tractors for about twenty mi- 
nutes, which produced a ſlight diminution 
of the ſwelling. They were again applied 
for the ſame ſpace of time, about an hour 
after, and uſed at intervals. The next 
morning ſhe was ſo much better as to be 
able to walk out, without experiencing 
but little inconvenience, whereas the day 
before ſhe could not move two ſteps with- 
out very great pain. On the ſucceeding 
day, 25th, the rode thirty miles into Suſſex, 
and her ancle to this time [March 31ft] 
remains perfectly well. 


CAsE 


n 
CASE V. 


INFLAMMATION IN THE EYES ArTEND-· 
ED WITH VIOLENT PAIN, 


« Ricyard LEE, of North Shields, 
Captain of the ſhip Brothers (a tranſport at 
this port to carry troops to Portugal) was 
ſeized, March 27th, with an intenſe pain 
and inflammation in one of his eyes, 
which he ſaid was increaſed by waſhing it 
with brandy and water. On the 28th, he 
called on me for advice; I immediately 
applied the Tractors. After fifteen mi— 
nutes he ſaid he was better, and in twenty 
exclaimed with joy that © he was perfectly 
eaſy.” Having diſcontinued their uſe, he 
afterwards had a recurrence of pain. The 
operation was again had recourſe to, and in 
a few minutes he was perfectly relieved. 
The inflammation had in ſome meaſure 
ſubſided. When I drew the Tractors acroſs 
the eye-lid towards the temple, he aſſured 
me he felt the pain follow it to the exter- 
N 1 nal 
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nal angle, where it ceaſed, after applying 
the Tractors an hour in the whole. He 
remained perfectly eaſy, and went away. 
Being obliged to weigh anchor imme- 
diately, I am unable to obtain any further 
knowledge of the caſe. 


* ſhould not neglect to mention a cir- 
cumſtance, which I think merits obſerva- 
tion. I directed this man to open his inflam- 
ed eye, indeed my aſſiſtant and myſelf held 
the lids, while I drew the Tractors (about 
half an inch diſtant) over the pupil and 
cornea of the eye. The ſecond time of 
doing this he ſtarted up, and exclaimed 
he could not bear it, as it occaſioned ſuch 
violent pain, and ſeemed to have an effect 
exactly ſimilar to an electric ſhock ; but 
the patient never having received ſuch a 
ſhock, and being. entirely uninformed on 
the ſubject, could only give me an idea of 
it, by ſaying it felt as if I had plunged a 
knife into his eye.“ 


Mr. 


5. 


Mr. MaNa, with that prudence which 
becomes every medical man, determined 
on not ſuffering his name to appear, as 
vouching for the authenticity of any caſe, to 
which he had not been himſelf an eye wit- 
neſs. When he favoured the Editor with 
the three firſt caſes, not having been in 
poſſeſſion of the Tractors but a few days, 
he had ſeen no experiment, and conſe- 


quently obſerved, © I cannot by any means 


conſent that my name be mentioned as hav- 
ing forwarded them to you; and in con- 
cluding his letter repeats, © I muſt again 
beg my name may not be made uſe of, un- 
til I have myſelf had opportunity for in- 
veſtigating the properties of the Tractors.” 


In his laſt letter, with his own caſes, he 


obſerves, © I am now perfectly convinced 
of their very great efficacy; and I ſhall do 
every thing in my power to promote your 
intereſt, and that of ſociety at large, in cauſ- 
ing it to be poſſeſſed of ſo deſirable a remedy 
againſt ſo numerous a train of diſeaſes. 
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COMMUNICATED BY MR. JACKSON, SUR- 


' GEON, SLOANE-STREET, CHELSEA. 


P— 26th 1799. 
« Sir, 


About three months fince I firſt heard 
of the ſucceſs of your Metallic Tractors, 


and was ſtrongly urged to turn my thoughts 


to the practice. I will candidly acknow- 


Tedge that it appeared to me in as unfa- 
vourable a light as the viſionary ſchemes 
of Meſmer ; but in conſequence of hearing 
that my neighbour, the Rev. Dr. TRoTTER, 
had done conſiderable good by uſing them, 
IJ was determined, on the firſt proper occa- 


ſion, to give a fair trial to ſo novel a mode. 


On Türfday, the 17th ultimo, ſuch an one 
offered. One of the long ſtage-coaches 
from Batterſeg Was en near Charing- 
crols by an axle- tree breaking, and ſome of 


the paſſengers were ſeverely Burt Among 


them was Mr. WIN PENNY, a gentleman 
well known at the Stock Exchange; he 


Was 


Ta 9 
was thrown by the ſhock to the oppoſite 
ſide of the carriage, and received 


A SEVERE CONTUSION IN HIS FACE 
AND- EYE. | | 


4 By favour of Dr. TrorTER; J was 
ſupplied with the Tractors that evening 
and uſed them with ſucceſs. The _—_ 
morning, 18th, the cellular membrane 
about the eyes was ſo turgid with blood, 
that I determined to apply leeches in the 
evening; but to my pleaſur C, as well as 
ſurprize, on uſing the Tractors again, the 
ſwelling ſo Bk. ſubſided that no other 
remedy was neceſlary. 


« 19th. They were applied twice with 
the moſt decided good effect. 20th, Uſed 
them in the forenoon only; and on the 
ſucceeding day, 21ſt, after their application, 
he went into the city to buſineſs, and in 
two days more was quite well. | | 


N 3 „„ Without 
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& Without entering at preſent into any 
diſcuſſion of the principle on which the 
Tractors act, I can truly aſſert my con- 
viction, that under the beſt mode my ex- 
perience would have dictated in ſuch a 
caſe, Mr. WINE NNY would not have been 
able to return to buſineſs in leſs than a 
fortnight. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


« I have to add another inſtance of their 
good effects. Mrs. P. an elderly perſon in 


5 place, who had been previouſly ill 
with aſthma and fever, was attacked with 


as violent an eryſipelatous inflammation all 
over her face as I ever ſaw. The heat, 


pain, and tenſion were fo diſtreſſing, that 
I determined to. uſe the Tractors. After 
applying them ten minutes ſhe declared 
herſelf eaſy, and could open the eye- 
lids, which were cloſed before I began, 


The application was perſevered in, and 
in ſix times ſhe was perfectly recovered. 
The 


( 


The only medicine uſed was an opening 


draught. 


« As J am now in poſſeſſion of a ſet of 
the Tractors, I ſhall continue in the prac- 
tice, being convinced that many ſufferings 
of humanity will be removed in a ſhort 
ſpace of time, and with the moſt abſolute 
certainty of the innocence of the remedy. 

“ am, Sir, | 
« Your moſt "__— ſervant, 
« foHN JACKSON,” 


The Editor is authorized to ſtate, that 
ſince the receipt of the above communica- 
tion, Mr. JacxsoN, from holding himſelf 
in readineſs to attend every applicant to 
receive the benefit of this operation, has 
employed the Tractors with very great 
ſucceſs, in numerous inſtances, among his 
patients. Perſons in his vicinity, 4 
of employing this remedy, will do well to 
apply to Mr. J. for that purpoſe. 


N 4 
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MR. SMITH, CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST, 
IN THE HAYMARKET. 


Since this gentleman became poſſeſſed 
of a ſet of the Tractors, which is about fix 
months; he has had many opportunities of 
applying them, and from his knowledge of 
the properties and operations of medicine, 
his report is rendered (particularly in the 

two firſt cales) important and ſatisfactory. 


His communication is as follows: 


o 


« Haymarket, zd 4th Month, 1 799. 


« Eſteemed Friend, 


„ Tlaving underſtood it was thy inten- 

tion to publiſh ſome caſes on the effects pro- 

duced by the Metallic Tractors, I thought 
I could give thee an account of ſeveral ex- 
periments which are not unimportant ; at 
the ſame time freely acknowledging, when 
I firſt heard of them, even from ſome of 
my particular friends, I was a ſceptic, and 
until 
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until ocular demonſtration proved to me their 


beneficial effects, I was led to conceive the 


whole aroſe from the influence of the ima- 
gination and was nearly allied to Animal 
Magnetiſm, Perhaps the following caſes 
(or as many of them as thou may'ſt ap- 
prehend it right to make uſe of ) will not 
be unacceptable, | 


G J. 


VIOLENT PAIN IN THE REGION OF THE 
LIVER. | 


& About the middle of the och month 
laſt, having juſt returned from the country, 
where I had ſeveral opportunites of /ecing 
the Tractors made uſe of with great effect, 
I had an inclination to try them on a young 
man, my apprentice, who ſeemed rapidly 
going into a decline. For many weeks he 
had been incapable of attending to buſi- 
neſs, had a true hectic pulſe, ſeldom leſs 
than an hundred and twenty, and as 


in ſuch caſes very irregular ; there was 


A CONs 
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a continual violent pain in the region of 
the liver. A phyſician of ſkill and judg- 
ment, who attended him, prefcribed the 
uſual means to obtain relief; and among 
other remedies, bliſters and frequent topi- 
cal bleeding were had recourſe to, but with 
little or no fenſible benefit. Seeing it a 
deſperate caſe, determined me to make 
trial of the Tractors, and to my great ſur- 
prize and ſatisfaction, after continuing their 
uſe about a week, the pain in his ide was 
removed, and in a ſhort time he was ſo far 
recovered as to be able to attend to his bu- 
ſineſs. He- has ſome times ſinee had re- 
turns of pain, but only in a ſlight degree, 
and whieh the application of the Tractors 
has uniformily relieved. His health is now 
nearly re-eſtabliſhed, which he, as well as 
myſelf; conceive to be ſolely from. the uſe 
of the — 

„In dition to the above I may add, 
that a friend of mine, who had a liver 


r attended with ſimilar ſymptoms, 
and 
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and who purchaſed a ſet of the Tractors 


from thy Agent in Bath, where he had 
been for the benefit of the waters, with- 
out ſucceſs, has from the metallic prac- 
tice received ſo much relief, that very little 
pain now occurs, and when it does, is re- 
moved by the application of the Tractors. 


&« Tt certainly muſt be a matter of much 
importance in caſes like the above, where 
medicine but too frequently proves in- 
effectual, that even a palliative to pain, 
nearly amounting to a cure (and which 
in time may probably prove ſo) ſhould be 


obtained with ſo little trouble; and that 


the diſeaſe itſelf be ſo far ſubdued as to oc- 


caſion no greater inconvenience. 
ps 


CAs E II. 


VIOLENT PAIN IN THE VICINITY OF 
THE KIDNEY. 
« A Relation of mine had in the courſe 


of the laſt year been afflicted with a pain in 
73 her 


" >, 
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her back, which confined her to her room 
for ſome months. She was often affected 
ſo violently as not to be able to leave her 
bed, and for a conſiderable time incapable 
of Walking without crutches. The medi- 
cal perſon who attended her treated the 
complaint as a lumbago. 


* The 11th month laſt ſhe ſolicited my 


advice. Upon hearing her ſymptoms I ap- 


prehended her caſe had been miſtaken %, 
and that the kidneys were the ſeat of the 


 diforder, the exceſs; of pain being only in 


theſe parts. I preyailed upon her to have 
the Tractors tried. On the firſt applica- 
tion ſhe nearly fainted ſeveral times, but 


found relief. In two days ſhe was able to 
. a 

(hb) It is very much to be regretted, that, from mo- 

tives of extreme deligacy; patients ſhould in any in- 


- ſtance withhold information reſpecting their complaints 


from their medical attendant ; by. ſo doing they will 
often loſe the advantages that might reſult from the 
adminiſtration of proper remedies, as well as ſome- 


times cauſe undeſerved reflezon on his judgment. 


Walk 
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walk up and down ſtairs, and by conti- 


nuing their uſe (ſeveral times) daily for a 


week, all pain was removed. She has 
ever fince been able to attend to her family 


concerns. 


CASE III. 


ERYSIPELATOUS ERUPTION IN THE 
| FACE. 


« My Daughter, a child about four years 
of age, had for ſeveral weeks a diſagreeable 
eruption in her face. A variety of medi- 
cines were employed both externally and 
internally without effect. The humour 
was of a very acrid nature, tending much 
towards an eryſipelatous inflammation, 
a thin watery ichor exuded from under 
the ſcabs. My wife drew the Tractors 
lightly over the parts affected. After 
the firſt application the inflammation con- 
ſiderably abated, and in two days nothing 
but dry ſcabs remained, which in a very 


ſhort time were removed, leaving the ſkin 
| as 


7 


( wan } 


as {ſmooth as uſual. The Tractors were 
not uſed more than three times. | 


4 have ſeen the Tractors uſed in ſeve- 
ral caſes of eryſipelas, and with the moſt 
decided benefit. 


C As E IV. 


VIOLENT INFLAMMATION IN THE EYE, 


« A young Woman had ſo violent an 
inflammation in her right eye, that ſhe 
could not bear the light without expe- 
riencing excruciating pain. There ap- 

peared a film over the greateſt part; the 
pupil completely. On the firſt application 
of the Tractors ſhe was with difficulty kept 
from fainting, not on account of the pain, 
but from a ſenſation ſhe could not deſcribe. 
The operations were continued for three 
weeks, during which ſhe was daily receiv- 
ing benefit, and at the end of that time the 
inflammation ſubſided, and the film alſo 

was entirely removed. 
N CASE 
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CASE V. 


RHE UMATISM. 


« A Friend of mine, about two months 
ſince, was attacked with a very violent 
rheumatic pain in the back part of his 
head, reaching a little way down the ſpine, 
and terminating near the ſcapula of the 

left ſhoulder. He had a good deal of fever, Pt 
and had kept the houſe for ſeveral days. Foy 
He made uſe of embrocations, and took „ 
guaiacum and laudanum, which gave tem- 
porary relief, but the pain continually re- 
turned. The Tractors were then applied, 
which immediately gave him eaſe, and on 
continuing their uſe a week the complaint 
was removed. 5 


CASE VI. 


ANGINA MAL IG NA, OR ULCEROUS SORE 
THROAT, | 

«< A few weeks ſince I found myſelf ex- 

ceedingly ill, with ſymptoms of approach- . 
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ing fever, which in a few days terminated 
in a complaint, 'to which I have .of late 
years been much ſubject, viz. an ulcerous 
fore throat. As it had uſually been a tedi- 
ous diſorder with me I became low ſpirited, 
which the nervous fever that then attended 
me rather promoted. My. tongue was co- 
vered with a thick brown cruſt, the tonſils 
and fauces much inflamed. Though I had 
ſo frequently made uſe of the Tractors to 
ethers, the probability of their being vſe- 
ful to myſelf eſcaped me for ſeveral days. 
It however occuring at laſt, I tractored 
myſelf for about ten minutes, and obtained 
relief. both from ſoreneſs and pain. In 
the courſe of the day I felt a flight re- 
turn, but which on the application of the 
Tractors was removed in a few minutes. 
In two or three days I was well enough to 
leave the houſe, and attend to buſineſs. 


“ Some days after this my Wife, who I 
ſuſpect had caught the infection from me, 


was attacked in the ſame manner, but the 
timely 


6 


timely application of the Tractors pre- 
vented the diſorder from proceeding to any 
great height, and ſhe was favoured to re- 
cover much ſooner than I had ever known 
any to have done in a ſimilar complaint. 


CAS E VII. 


TOTAL NUMBNESS IN ONE OF THE 
EXTREMITIES, 


A young man, about ſix weeks ſince, 
called on me, to requeſt I would recom- 
mend ſomething that might relieve him 
from a ſerious and alarming complaint, 
with which he had for ſome time been 
affected, viz. a numbneſs and entire want 
of feeling in the rightarm, from the ſhoulder 
to the fingers ends. The arm and hand 
had a livid appearance, and from ſome cuts 
he had on the fingers which could not be 
healed, there evinced an obſtruction in the 
circulation. After I had uſed the Trac- 
tors for a few minutes, he exclaimed with 
much ſatisfaction, that his feeling began 


O 


to 
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to return, and that he felt the points of 

the inſtruments very ſenſibly !”* In a few 
minutes more, he ſaid © he perceived a a 
warmth and a glow in his hand and arm; 

and we Served, an evident change from 
a livid to a healthy appearance. He was 
tractored about half an hour. In the even- 
ing of the ſame day, the operation was 
again performed, and with ſo much ſucceſs, 
that he ſaid his arm was as well as cver. 
I have ſeen him ſeveral times ſince, and he 
has repeatedly told me that he has expe- 
rienced no return of the complaint. 


“In addition to the above caſes, I can 
inform thee, I have found the Tractors of 
ſingular uſe in my own young family, 
who have been bruiſed by falls, or run- 
ning againſt the corner of tables, e. 1 
have been much entertained in minutely | 
_ obſerving the inflammation, tumęfaction, and 
lackneſs gradually diſappear, and this in a 
variety of inſtances, 


If 


3 


cr If the Tractors were of no other uſe, 


I ſhould be perfectly ſatisfied in having 
purchaſed them for theſe purpoſes alone. 


I have uſed them in ſeveral caſes of 
pain in the head and teeth, but in theſe I 
have been ſometimes unſucceſsful, which, 


I ſuppole, muſt be accounted for, from the 


_ circumſtance that pains in, and about the 
head are ſo often ſymptomatic, and ariſe 
from affections in other parts of the body. 


e Thou may, if thou thinkeſt proper, 
make uſe of my name, and if neceſſary 
refer thoſe who wiſh to obtain information 
on the ſubject to me. 0 
I remain with eſteem, 
Thy aſſured friend, 


„ FREDERIC SMITH.” 


(196) 


COMMUNICATION FROM JEFFERY 0'CON- 
NELL, M. D. BATH, 


This gentleman having been accidentally 
preſent at an application of the Tractors 
in a moſt ſevere caſe of rheumatiſm, [ ee 
page 106. ] was ſo much ſtruck with the in- 
ſtantaneous benefit derived, that he deter- 
mined on giving the ſubject further atten- 
tion. The principle of the metallic in- 
fluence being unknown to the venerable 
authorities of the old ſchool, was not with 
him an argument againſt withholding his 
aſſent to its exiſtence, if it could be ſubſtan- 
| tiated by evidence reſulting from the teſti- 
_— of his ſenſes. 


« Sir, 

I am happy to have it in my power 
to communicate to you the particulars of 
a caſe, which I preſume to think cannot be 
| deemed unimportant by any phyſician or 
profeſſional perſon, who, in the courſe of 
his obſervation, muſt frequently witneſs 

3 | ſingular 


E 


ſingular variations and anomalies accom- 
panying particular diſorders. | 


Cass. 


SYMPTOMS OF APOPLEXY TERMINATING 
WITH AN UNCOMMON CRISIS. 


% M. Ricxertrs, ſtatuary, aged 54, en- 
joying a tolerable ſtate of health, and not 
of a full habit of body, being in his work- 
fhop on the 1 3th January laſt, fell down ſud- 
denly in a fit, with a total loſs of ſenſe and 
motion. The lower part of the occiput hitting 
againſt the edge of a packing-box, occa- 
ſioned a conſiderable laceration, and a pro- 
ſuſion of blood. In the ſpace of half an 
hour he recovered himſelf in ſome mea- 
ſure, but without any recollection of what 
had happened. He was then put to bed, 
and inſtantly complained of a moſt intenſe 
| head-ache, for which he was bled, and had 
leeches applied to his temples. An emi- 
nent phyſician viſited him, who preſcribed 
according to his judgment, but there was 
O 3 experienced 


ESE 


experienced no diminution of pain. Ele- 
ven days elapſed in this alarming ſtate. 


« He thought of the Tractors. Mrs. 
RicxETTs implored me to ſee her huſ- 
band. From her ſtatement of the caſe, I 
was not warranted in ſuppoſing: it within 
the probability of their Here of action, 
naturally concluding a great preſſure on 
the brain, perhaps extravaſation. To 
comply. with her ardent wiſhes I went, 
but determined, for obvious reaſons, not 
to uſe the Tractors: it was about nine 
at night, An inflammatory diathefis ap- 
peared to prevail, particularly in his eyes. 
His pulſe full and tenſe, No ſymptoms of 
delirium, but the pain was inexpreſſible. 
I remarked that he more particularly was 
rubbing the orbit of his left eye. Here,” 
he ſaid, my greateſt pain lies. This is 
« Zortyre, I feel pain over all my head, 
“ but it is bearable compared with this 
6 part,” On a cloſer inſpection, I found 


that he purſed up in ſome meaſure the eye- 
N Jud. 


( 
lid. This circumſtance ſtruck me forci- 
bly, having ſometimes ſeen and experienced 
myſelf ſuch a ſign to attend an intermit- 
tent opthalmia 7). I thought more favour- 
ably of his caſe, and as he ſtill wiſhed a 
trial of the Tractors I conſented to their 
application. I moved them in a circular 
direction over the left orbit in contact with 
the ſkin. In about eight minutes his coun- 
tenance ſuddenly cleared up, and he ex- 
claimed, Now, now [ am in heaven!“ 
I continued the application a quarter of an 
hour, when he no longer felt pain, but with 
the compoſure of a perfon in perfect health 
put on his cap. In the mean time obſery- 
ing /ymptoms of flatulence, I was led not to 


(i) A complaint in the eye, recurring daily at a ſtated 
period, and principally owing to a morbid ſtate of the 

ſtomach. This is more frequent in the ſouth of Europe 
than in our northern climate. During ſome years refi- 
dence in Liſbon, I met with ſeveral cafes of the kind, 
and experienced myſelf a regular ſucceſſion of them every 
ſpring for fix years; as in regular tertian agues, they 
yielded to emetics and the bark, J. O'C. 


O 4 appre- 
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apprehend a preponderance of inflamma- 
tion, but rather to rely on that ſymptom as 
a diagnoſtic. I thought the Tractors acted as 

a good compaſs, and I began to be ſure as it 
were of my latitude. I entertained ſome ex- 
pectations that the caſe might terminate in 
an intermittent : they were realized. For 
three ſucceſſive mornings the pain affected 
him, though in a Night degree, from four 
o'clock until about nine. I operated on him 
afterwards very ſuperficially ; but as the ſto- 
mach appeared now evidently in fault, I was 
convinced nothing could effect that part of 
the cure but one or two timely emetics, 
and, if neceſſary, afterwards the bark. He 
followed my inſtructions. The /ordes was 
immenſe in conſequence of the emetic. 
He has not experienced the ſlighteſt return 
of the head-ache, and is now in perfect 
health. It appears to me evident, that 
the Tractors alone ſtopped the dreaded 


apprehenſion of delirium, and imminent 
danger. 


4 beg 


(6 


4 beg leave to add a reflection. As the 
very intenſe ſymptoms which accompa- 
nied this caſe did not, during the courſe 
of eleven days, yield in the leaſt degree to 
the uſual mode of treatment, may we not 
reaſonably infer, that the Tractors poſſeſs a 
very conſiderable ſedative power in ſome 
febrile caſes, which has not hitherto been 
ſuſpected. An alleviation of the moſt 
alarming ſymptoms might thus be obtain- 
ed; greater light reflected on the new 
principle of the action of metals on the 
human frame, and unexpected truths ariſe 
for the advancement of medical ſcience and 
the benefit of mankind. 


« am, Sir, 


* Your very obedient ſervant, 


J. O'CONNELL.” 
Bath, March iſt, 1799. 
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EXPERIMENTS WITH THE TRACTORS IN 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


The Editor has next to notice ſome ex- 
periments with the Tractors in ſeveral of 
the hoſpitals, and other. charitable inſtitu- 
tions in London and its vicinity. Theſe it 
becomes the more neceſſary to detail in the 
preſent tract, as from the unfavourable cir- 
cumſtances under which many of the expe- 
riments were made, miſrepreſentations of 
the facts, from certain perſons not remark- 
able for candour and liberality, have been 
inſinuateu to the public. How far the ineffi- 
cacy of the metallic practice is proved from 
a fair ſtatement of theſe experiments, the 
reader ſhall judge. 


It is proper juſt to obſerve, that the Edi- 
tor, from having ever ſhewn a diſpoſition 
to perferm his operations in the preſence 
of men of ſcience, where the truth or fal- 


lacy of his pretenſions could be more eaſily 
deter- 
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determined, has often been invited to make 
his experiments in ſeveral of the public 
hoſpitals and poor-houſes in and about the 
metropolis. Theſe invitations have ever 
been moſt cheerfully and r * 
with. 


The firſt viſit made at a public charity 
was at the poor-houſe of the pariſh of St. 
Pancras. As ſome of the gentlemen who 
attended have very kindly favoured the 
Editor with a ſtatement of the reſults of 
the experiments in that houſe, it may per- 
haps be more ſatisfactory to the reader to 
be preſented with the report itſelf, which 
is as follows: 


o 


COPY 
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COPY OF THE REPORT OF THE REV. wa- 

' RING WILLET, A. M. DOMESTIC CHAP- 
LAIN TO THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL 
OF DUNMORE, RECTOR OF THE PA- 
RISHES OF LISTON AND STANFORD LE 
HOPE, IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, AND 
MINOR CANON OF sT. PETER, WEST. 
MINSTER; AND NEHEMIAH SPICER, 
ESQ; OVERSEER OF THE INFIRMARY 
OR POOR-HOUSE, IN THE PARISH OF 
sr. PANCRAS, MIDDLESEX. | 


Delancey Place, Hampſtead Road, 
May 17, 1798. 

Being defirous of obtaining ocular 
proof of the efficacy of Mr. Pzrxins's 
Tractors, we ſome time ſince requeſted him 
to accompany us and ſome other gentle- 
men, for that purpoſe, to the poor-houſe of 
the pariſh of St. Pancras, where were a 
number of perſons afflicted with various 
diſeaſes. The Tractors were applied in 


our 
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our preſence with ſucceſs upon a ſoldier 
who had the | 
GOUT 


in both his feet. The ſevere pain and in- 
flammation were removed in a few mi- 
nutes. 


« Among others who found relief, the 
caſe of Mrs. LANFESTER, who had been 
confined in this poor-houſe with the 


RHEUMATISM 


for ſeveral months, deſerves particular no- 
tice. For ſome weeks previous to the ap- 
plication of the Tractors, ſhe had not been 
able, in conſequence of debility occaſioned 
by the extreme pain in her limbs, to bear 
her weight on her feet. Her arms were 
ſo affected that ſhe could not raiſe them 
ſufficiently high to feed herſelf, the nurſe 
being obliged to aſfiſt her in putting her 
food to her mouth. The knee and elbow 
Joints were much tumefied and inflamed, 

and 
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and from her extremely emaciated ſtate it 
was believed ſhe could not long ſurvive. 
In this helpleſs and diſtreſſing ſituation 
Mr. PzxxiNs applied the Tractors to her 
right arm, which then appeared to be in 
moſt pain, and in about ten minutes the 
pains in that arm were wholly removed, 
and immediately ſhe raiſed it over her head, 
and could move it with perfect eaſe in-any 
direction. As the experiment was only 
performed on one arm, and the complaint 
extended to the legs as well as to the other 
arm, the pain in about twenty-four hours 
returned. The Tractors being then pur- 
chaſed by the ſecond of the undermention- 
ed, he viſited the Poor Houſe and applied 
them himſelf to her knees and arms. Af- 
ter four or five applications daily, ſhe ſo far 
recovered as to be enabled to walk down 
ſtairs, and into the adjoining yard. She 
continued gaining ſtrength, and is now re- 
ſtored to health, and diſcharged from the 


houſe as cured. | 
2 „ a cc Mr, 


r let, At” 
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8 Mr. SPICER has * his Tractors 
ſucceſsfully in other caſes ſince he poſſeſſed 
them. Among theſe a perſon of his own 
family, who has been ſubject to the 


RHEUMATISM 


for years, had a few weeks ſince a ſevere 
attack in the ankle and foot. The parts 
were much ſwelled, inflamed, and in ex- 
treme pain, ſo that the foot could not be 
placed on the floor. The Tractors were 
uſed ſeveral times during the day, and the 
pain and inflammation were wholly remov- 
ed, ſo that the perſon could walk with eaſe. 
In the ordinary attacks of this diſeaſe it 
has uſually continued ſeveral days. 


(Signed) 
© WARING WILL Err. 
„ NEHEMIAH SPICER,” 
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Here the reader has had occaſion to no- 

tice, what he has often ſeen in the Editor's 

comments on the Daniſh caſes— ie nece/- 
ty of frequently repeating the applications, 
eſpecially on ſubjects ſo long and dreadfully 
afflicted as Mrs. LANFESTER. Had not 
Mr. Spickn's humanity and judgment led 
him to renew the operations on that poor 
woman, when ſhe had a recurrence of 
pain, the benefit from the firſt trial would 
not have been permanent, and the termi- 
nation of the complaint would doubtleſs 
have been fatal to the patient. Diſcredit 
is but too frequently brought on the me- 
tallic practice, by negleCting to pay proper 
attention to this point. 


a Since the date of the above report, Mr. 
SPICER, from having the Tractors in his 
poſſeſſion, has employed them with ſucceſs 

in numerous other inſtances. 
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As the Editor has determined on notic- 
ing every thing which to his knowledge 
has occurred in Public Inſtitutions reſpect- 
ing the Tractors, he muſt not fail to men- 
tion a viſit, which he made to Guy's Hoſ- 
pital ; although, as nothing decifive occur- 
red in that place, it may not appear to 
bear much reference to the point in queſ- 
tion. 

Dr. SaunDERs, ſenior phyſician, with 
that liberality which diſtinguiſhes this emi- 
nent character, kindly invited me to try the 
effects of the Tractors on any of his pa- 
tients, whom I ſhould conceive to be ſuita- 
ble ſubjects for experiment. In compli- 
ance with this invitation, about the firſt of 
June 1798, I accompanied ſome medical 
friends to that hoſpital, with the hope of 
meeting with proper caſes ; the patients, 
however, who were preſented on that 
day were all of a different deſcription. 
One woman, with an highly inflamed 
| "* : ne 
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eye, appeared at firſt to be a ſubject not 
unſuitable for the Metallic Practice, but, on 
further examination of her complaint, other 
ſymptoms evinced her caſe to be of a com- 
plicated nature, and that ſhe required a dif- 
ferent mode of treatment. 


To gratify however the ſeveral medical 
gentlemen preſent, by ſhewing the method 
of applying the Tractors, they were drawn 
a ſhort time over this perſon's eye, and, as I 
had previouſly apprehended, with no confi- 
derable effect; ſhe thought ſhe could ſee 
more diſtinctly, but from the nature of her 
caſe ſhe undoubtedly did not receive much 
benefit from the application. Not having 
ſeen the patient afterwards, the reſult of 
her caſe is unknown to me //. 


(4) My profeſſional avocations, and a diſtance of 
three miles from Guy's Hoſpital, have precluded the poſ- 
ſibility of my ſince availing myſelf of Dr, SauxDp ERS“ 
indulgence for proſecuting my experiments in that place. 
To do juſtice to the practice, the Tractors ſhould be 
applied three times in the day, and in many caſes be 
continued for ſome weeks. TM 


A ſhort 
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A ſhort time after the viſit at Guy's Hoſ- 


pital, by the politeneſs of Dr. PzarsoN, 


whoſe liberality is equalled only by his re- 
putation as a Philoſopher and a Phyſician, 
the Editor was invited to uſe the Tractors 
on any of his patients at St. George's Hoſ- 
pital, if proper ſubje&s could be found 
among them. On enquiry, one rheumatic 


caſe preſented. This was a labouring man, 


about 45 years of age, an out- patient of 
the hoſpital. He had for ſeveral weeks 
been troubled with pains between his ſhoul- 
ders, for which bliſters, embrocations, and 
other external applications had been uſed. 
Theſe various remedies had given no 
other relief than changing the ſeat of the 
complaint, which was now confined to the 
ſhoulders alone. As the parts were yet in 
a greaſy ſtate, from the oily applications 
which had been uſed, no confiderable ad- 
vantage was to be expected from the Trac- 
tors. However, they were drawn over 


one of the ſhoulders and down the arm for 
P 2 | about 
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about ten minutes, when the pain in that 
ſhoulder was conducted into the elbow. 


The application was then made for the 
ſame term of time to the other arm, and the 
ſame effect was produced; the pain in both 
arms being removed to the elbows, leaving 


the ſhoulder tolerably eaſy. 


Conceiving that nothing efeFual could 
be done in the preſent unctuous ſtate of 
the parts, the patient was ordered to apply 
again to the hoſpital, if he experienced any 
further pain; but as he never preſented 
himſelf afterwards, it may be preſumed that 
he had no further occaſion for the Tractors. 


On the 2oth of June 1798, the Editor 
again availed himſelf of the kind indul- 
gence of Dr. PEARsON, and viſited the 
hoſpital a ſecond time. Among other pa- 
tients who preſented themſelves on that 
day, was a woman, who complained of a 
violent pain in the breaſt, and one of her 
arms, extending to her fingers. This be- 


ing 
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ing an in-patient, the caſe was neceſſarily 
reported by Dr. PEARs0N in his CLINICAL 
LECTURES /, one of which is delivered 
every Saturday morning to the claſs which 
attends his other medical lectures. 


The following is an abſtract from my 
notes of Dr. PEARSoN's report of the caſe 
referred to, from the Clinical Lecture, de- 
livered June the 23d, three days after the 
application of the Tractors : | 


« TAMUR METCRoFrT, aged 28, had 
pains in her right arm, ſhoulder, and breaſt, 
ſo ſevere in the latter place as to affect her 
breathing very much. Her pulſe was one 
hundred and fifteen in a minute. The Me- 
tallic Tractors were applied to her arm, and 
the patient declared ſhe was ſomewhat re- 
lieved; but on further examination of her 
complaint in the evening, when the ſame 
application was to have been repeated, it 


(7) In theſe clinical lectures an account is given of 
the diſeaſes of all his in- patients of the hoſpital, of the 
remedies employed, and the progreſs of their com- 
plaints. UE . 

P 3 | was 
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was found that the diſeaſe was more gene- 
ral, and deeply ſeated than was at firſt ſup- 
poſed; and as the Tractors are chiefly em- 
ployed in topical complaints, the caſe was 
thought not a fair one for the Metallic ap- 
*plication, and it conſequently wag not re- 
peated.” | | 


The reader will form ſome further idea 
of the nature of this caſe, by the ſubſequent 
report delivered in the Clinical Lecture, 
Auguſt roth, about ſeven weeks from thge 
time ſhe began with other remedies. 


& Tt will be remembered that Tamus 
MEeTcRroyT was not thought a proper ſubject 
for the Metallic Practice, and we accord- 
| ingly adopted a different mode of treatment. 
This caſe was very obſtinate, I ordered ſix 
leeches to be applied, and gave three grains 
of opium and calomel divided into three 
. doſes every day, On the gth of July, her 
arm appeared a little better, but the pain 
in her breaſt was as bad as ever. I ordered 
twelve leeches and three bliſters, which 

> | were 
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were ſucceſſively applied to the cheſt and 
neck. On the 16th, the breaſt was bet- 
ter, but her arm was become very painful 
again. On the 2oth, the pain returned to 
her breaſt again, but not quite ſo violent 
as when ſhe firſt came into 'the hoſpital. 
There ſeemed to be ſome affection in the 
breaſt of this patient, which was not eaſily 
to be removed. 3d Auguſt, the was free 
from all her pains, but her arm was ex- 


tremely weak, ſo much ſo that ſhe could 


with great difficulty raiſe it up.” 


On the 18th of July, a day for admitting 


patients, the Editor again accompanied 
Dr. PzArsoN at St. George's Hoſpital. 
Among the patients then preſented was 
SARAH Cox, aged 27. 


On the following Saturday, 21ſt, we had 
the Doctor's Clinical Lecture, win re- 


ported this caſe as follows : 


This woman, on examination, report- 


ed, that for the three laſt months ſhe had 
T4 been 
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been troubled with rheumatic parns all over 
her, and which at this time chiefly affected 
her arms, hands, knees, and feet; likewiſe 
between her ſhoulders; the tongue was 


white, pulſe one hundred and thirty, and 
{kin cold. 


This was thought to be a caſe in which 
the Practors might be beneficial, and they 
were accordingly applied to her legs and 
arms. In fifteen minutes ſhe ſaid the was re- 
lieved, and her ſkin was much warmer. The 
ſame application was repeated in the even- 
ing, and ſhe again found benefit. In the 


morning the Tractors were again uſed, and 


ſhe reported that her arms were free from 
pain. It was however then obſerved, that 
ſhe coughed conſiderably; and on more 
particular enquiry ſhe acknowledged, that 
for three months ſhe had been ſeverely 
afflicted with a cough, and during that 
time had not been able to lie on her left 
fide! On this diſcovery the Tractors were 
laid aſide, and I adviſed remedies for her 
pulmonic complaint, as bleeding, &c.“ 
. A ſub⸗ 
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A ſubſequent report on the iſſue of this 
caſe, will ſhow what grounds there were 
for expecting a cure from the 1 ractors. 


Clinical Lecture, July 28th, 1798. 


&© The caſe of SARAH Cox, which was 
reported in our laſt clinical lecture, de- 
ſerves particular attention. It will be re- 
collected, that from her ſtatement of the 
ſymptoms, it was ſuppoſed ſhe had no other 
complaint than the rheumatiſm, but that 
on further enquiry we found ſhe had con- 
cealed from us the ſymptoms which re- 
lated to an affection in her breaſt. ] firſt 
ordered her to be bled, and then to take 
ſome expectorating pills compoſed of gum 
ammoniac, JAMEs's powder, opium, and 
ſquills. In three or four days after, ſhe 
again complained of the pain in her limbs. 
I then ordered her an anodyne ; bled her a 
ſecond time, but the blood was not buffy ; 
pulſe one hundred and twenty, and ſmall. 
In ten days ſhe was confined to her bed; 

her 
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her breathing became very ſhort, and ſhe 
was extremely weak ; on the following 
day ſhe died without a ſtruggle, * 


«& We often have great difficulty in judg- 
ing right of the diſeaſes of many patients, 
who preſent themſelves to an hoſpital. 
They come under the influence of great 
prejudices, This perſon, when ſhe was firſt 
examined reſpecting her complaints, did not 
acquaint us with her pain in her breaſt, in 
conſequence of having been told that no 
conſumptrve patients could gain admittance 
into the hoſpital, 


6 This caſe deſerved further inveſtiga- 
tion, and we accordingly after death examin- 
ed the lungs. In the right lobe we found a 
few tubercles, but no inflammation. On the 
left fide, the parts were very much diſeaſed ; 
nearly a quart of water in the cavity of the 
breaſt, and about two ounces in the peri- 
cardium. The left lobe was highly in- 
flamed, and full of tubercles, which proba- 
| bly 
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bly had been forming for ſix months paſt. 


In this ſide alſo were two large vamice : a 
piece of this lobe ſunk readily in water. 


« After ſeeing the ſituation of this pa- 


tient's lungs, it will not be a matter of ſur- 
prize that ſhe was not cured by the Trac- 
tors, nor by the treatment which was after- 
wards adopted. Before ſhe applied to the 
hoſpital, ſhe was undoubtedly beyond the 
reach of human aſſiſtance.“ 


In addition to the above extracts from 
Dr. PEARSON's lectures, it may be proper 
barely to obſerve, that the ſecond patient, 
TAuuRx METCROF T, during the applica- 
tion of the Tractors, was entruſted to the 
care of the late Mr. Hawxins, the apo- 


thecary to the houſe. He was requeſted to 


repeat the application in the evening, and 
again at about eight o'clock the next morn- 
ing. The patient was of courſe to take no 
medicine in the mean time. On viſiting 
her at one o'clock the next day, I leafned 

that 
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that the Tractors had not been uſed in the 
preceding evening nor that morning, for 
the reaſons which Dr. PEARSON had ſug- 
geſted. Mr. Hawxins, having in the 
evening perceived the complaint to be dit- 
ferent from what the patient had repre- 
ſented at firſt, immediately had recourſe 
to other remedies. As ſhe was now under 
their operation, it was improper to ble the 
Tractors with a view of aſcertaining their 
effects. Although Mr. HAwWEINs's deter- 
mination in that caſe met with my fulleſt 
concurrence, yet had this been a patient in 
private practice, where ſome domeſtic in 
a family had leiſure to beſtow that atten- 
tion to the application which is neceſſary 
to enſure ſucceſs, I ſhould not have heſitat- 
ed to promiſe a cure; but in the hoſpital, 
where an hundred others have an equal 
claim to the attendance of the apothecary, 
he could not have been able to employ the 
Metallic Practice with any proſpect of real 
advantage. 


That 
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That deciſive method, which Dr. PEAR- 
soN adopted to aſceriain the nature of the 
diſeaſe in the caſe of SaRAH Cox, and 
which that learned Lecturer, as on all other 
occaſions, was attentive to report, for the 
inſtruction of his numerous pupils, has 
fully evinced that her ſituation was be- 
yond reclaim. | 


Theſe compoſe all the experiments the 


Editor made in St. George's Hoſpital. 
They are partly irrelevant to the object 
of our preſent enquiry, as they do not 


afford any deciſive evidence in favour of, or 


againſt the Metallic Practice. They have, 
however, confirmed what has often been 
obſerved in the remarks on the Daniſh 
caſes, viz. the unſitneſs of hoſpital exper: - 
ments for aſcertaining the merits of the 


Tractors. 


Conceiving that further experiments in 
the hoſpital would be liable to- circum- 
ſtances ſimilar to thoſe juſt adduced, the 
| Editor 


oy Fs: 


6 
Editor diſcontinued his practice in that 
houſe. 3 | 


Ever deſirous of ſubjecting the merits of 
the Metallic Practice to the teſt of experi- 
ment in public inſtitutions, where, who- 
ever pleaſed could make enquiry on the 
ſubject; it occurred, that the Poor Houſes 
were better calculated than Hoſpitals to 
afford the advantages required. There the 
characters and mode of life of the patients, 
from their long reſidence in thoſe places, 
muſt generally be better known, and as 
much medicine is not uſually employed, 
the effects of the Tractors muſt be more 
unequivocal. Under the influence of this 
opinion, an invitation from ſome of the 
Overſeers of the Poor in St. Martin's Pa- 
riſh, to uſe the Tractors on the ſick paupers 
in their Poor Houſe was readily complied 
with. This being ſituated near my place of 
reſidence, I have been enabled to give more 
frequent attendance, and to ſee that the ap- 
plications were properly and fairly made. 

E Ip About 
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About the 1ſt of Auguſt laſt (1798) ac- 
companied by ſome medical friends, I firſt. 
viſited that houſe. In ward, No. 23, we 
were preſented with the following caſe, the 
previous hiſtory of which ſhall be given 
as related to me by Mr. PiyeiN, the apo- 
thecary to the houſe, and by the patient 
herſelf © | | 


CAs E I. 
GOUTY AFFECTIONS., 


Mary Scorr, aged 51, had for about 
twelve weeks been afflicted with what Mr. 
PrypIN called gouty affefions. She was 
firſt attacked with a ſevere pain in the left 
elbow. The parts ſoon became much in- 
flamed and ſwelled, and which continued 
to extend until the whole hand was tume- 
fied. Several medicines were adminiſter- 
ed, after which the complaint attacked the 
right knee and foot, both of which ſwelled 
and became alſo very painful. At length 
it returned to its firſt ſeat in the elbow, 
and gradually ſettled in the hand and 


fingers. When I ſaw her, the fingers 
were 


1 
ö 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 


C ans } 


were 15 contracted, that ſhe was unable 
to ſtraighten them, or indeed to uſe them 


at all. There was much inflammation and 


conſiderable pain. No medicines had been 
given for ſix weeks. 


I had no heſitation in promiſing a cure, 
and began by drawing the Tractors over 
the hand, extending them along to the 
ends of 'the fingers for about twenty mi- 
nutes, when the ſaid the pain was much 


reheved, and that ſhe could move the fin- 
gers eaſier. The inflammation was evi- 


dently much ſubfided. A glow of perſpi- 


ration, which often takes place on the 
parts where the Tractors are applied, moiſ- 


tened the whole hand. 


The TraQtors were left with her that 
night, with orders to be uſed three times 
before the middle of the next day. On 
vifiting her at that time, I found that ſhe 
had applied them as directed, and that her 


pains were entirely removed ; the inflam- 


mation was nearly ſubſided ; and the mid- 


dle 
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dle finger, which before the application of 
the Tractors was moſt affected, was now 
| ſo much better that ſhe could contract and 
open it without any pain. I ordered her 
to continue uſing the Tractors three times 
in a day. At the end of five days ſhe was 
ſo far reſtored as to take her place in the 
needle room, which ſhe had been obliged 
to vacate for twelve weeks, not having 
been able to hold the cloth with this hand 
while ſhe uſed the needle with the right. 
She has ever ſince, which is now about 
nine months, been able to ſew and uſe 
that hand with perfect eaſe, having had no 
ſymptoms of the complaint in any part of 
the body, and enjoying her health in every 
reſpect. This patient has lived in the Poor 
Houſe upwards of two years, is a perſon of 
a very good underſtanding, and is diſtin- 
guiſhed as an induſtrious woman, 


Q CASE 
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CAs E II. 
ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


A few days after the experiments above 
mentioned, accompanied by the Rev. Dr. 
CLARKE /m), ſecretary for the library and 
chaplain to his Royal Highneſs the Prince 


of WaLESs, I went to the Poor Houſe 


again, with a view of meeting with more 
ſubjects for experiment. 


In ward No. 20, we were preſented with 
the caſe of JupITH SYMPSON, aged about 
50, a mantua-maker. This woman has been 
in this houſe five years. About four weeks 
before we viſited her ſhe was attacked 
with an acute pain in her left ancle, which 
ſoon began to ſwell and inflame. Theſe 
continued to increaſe until the time we 
ſaw her, when ſhe was unable to bear any 


(m) Author of that very able and eloquent defence of 
the Union, entitled, «© The Political, Commercial, and 
vil State of Ireland.” 


weight 


( 27) 


weight on that foot. The whole external 
ankle and foot were enlarged to nearly 
twice their ordinary ſize. The inflamma- 
tion and pain were very ſevere, which were 
evinced by the turgid ſtate of the veſſels. 


I did not heſitate to promiſe ſpeedy re- 
lief to this poor woman, and began by 
drawing the Tractors, from about three 
inches above the complaint, lightly over 
the inflamed part, and conducting them to 
the toes. In about five minutes a profuſe 
perſpiration ſeemed to burſt from every 
pore in the foot, ſo that the water actually 
trickled along after the points of the Trac- 
tors, and if not wiped away would have 
dropped on the floor. After effectually re- 
moving the perſpirable matter with a cloth, 
the points of the Tractors were conducted 
over the parts for a few minutes as before, 
and the ſame flow of perſpiration followed. 
A ſimilar effect took place a third time, 
after which the declared ſhe was perfectly 
relieved. She then put her foot on the 
Q 2 | floor, 
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floor, and could bear her weight on it with 


but very little inconvenience. 


I ordered her to uſe the Tractors three 


times before twelve o'clock the next day. 
On viſiting her at that time, I found the 


ſwelling reduced at leaſt two-thirds. The 
inflammation was hardly perceptible, andthe 
patient had been walking about the room. 
The perſpiration, though in a leſs degree, had 
taken place on each application. This, it is 
proper to obſerve, was not at any time pro- 
duced on other parts of the body, but was 
an action of the Tractors on the diſeaſed 
part alone. She continued uſing them 
three times a day, and in about a week 
was perfectly cured. Since that time, 
which is now more than nine months, this 
woman has never had the leaſt ſymptom of 
the rheumatiſm in any part of her body, 
and has enjoyed perfect health. 


Having ſhewn the above to the Rev. 


Dr. —— with a ä that he would 


inform 


4 0 


inform me whether my ſtatement of the 
effects produced by the firſt application, 
agreed with the facts according to his re- 
collection, I was obliged with the follow- 


ing reply : 


« Sir, 

* have been favoured with your note, 

and can feel no backwardneſs in comply- 

ing with what I conceive to be but juſtice 
to you, and duty toward the public. 


Having obſerved, in the courſe of my 
reading, that ſome diſcoveries had been 9 
made by different men in different quarters | = 
of the globe, and all tending to one point, N 
I was happy in an opportunity of perſonally 
enquiring into what now begins to be 
termed by writers of great eminence abroad, 
a new diſcovered law of nature, I was alſo 
anx10us to learn, how far the application of 
this diſcovery might really tend to diminiſh 
the catalogue of human ſufferings. When 


TI did myſelf the pleaſure of waiting on = 
G3  —==- J 
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you for this purpoſe, you frankly accom- 
panied me to the Poor Houſe of St. Mar- 
tin'ss Not then aware that I might be 
called on to teſtify the experiment which 
you made in my preſence, I did not take 
notes of it ; but as far as I can charge my 
memory with the fact, which was an im- 
preliive one, it was as follows: 


A woman, whoſe ankle was extremely 
ſwelled, and who long complained of ſevere 
pain, ſubmitted to the operation with the 
Tractors. On their application, large drops 
of ſweat iſſued from the pores of the part 
affected. This v/ible effeft took place thrice 
in the ſpace of ten minutes, after which 
the woman declared ſhe was relieved from 
pain, . . 

& J am, Sir, 
“With great truth, 
„ Your obedient ſervant, 


„% THOMAS B. CLARKE.” 

Great Quebec- ſtreet, | 

Portman-ſquare, 
May 13th 1799. 


The 
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The Tractors, from being owned by this 
Poor Houſe, have been uſed for the relief of 
ſeveral others. Mr. CoNNo, the Governor, 
to whoſe care they are entruſted, holds them 
in readineſs to be applied to any whom he 
' ſhall conceive to be proper ſubjects. Among 
others they have cured Mrs. HARRIOr, the 
Miſtreſs of the needle room, of an 


ACUTE INFLAMMATORY AFFECTION 


on one of her hands. This came on very 
ſuddenly, was attended with a fenfation 
of great heat, A quantity of ichor collect- 
ed under the cuticle, and produced a veſt- 
cation very ſimilar to a ſcald. An appli- 
cation of the Tractors for half an hour 
entirely removed all appearances of the 
complaint. : 


Some other cafes of rheumatiſm and 
painful ſwellings in the face, have alſo re- 
_ ceived ſingular benefit from the uſe of the 
Tractors; but as it is not the object of the 
Editor to enter into a detail of caſes, which 

| Q 4 he 
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he has not himſelf witneſſed, he will dectine 
adducing ſuch caſes at preſent. | 


Several gentlemen, from a deſire of learn- 
ing the merits of the Tractors, have accom- 
panied the Editor to this Poor Houſe, with 
a view of ſceing theſe caſes. The Rev. Dr. 
TroTTER's viſit will be noticed in his com- 
munication | /ee page 169.] Among others 
might be mentioned thoſe patrons of hu- 
manity, Sir Ricyuard HILL /n and his 
brother the Rev. RowLand HILL. 


The recent death of Mr. Previn, the 
late medical attendant at this Poor Houſe, 
deprives me of the opportunity of procuring 
his ſtatement of theſe caſes. 


„.) Sir RicHARD, who owns a ſet of tis Tractors, 
has informed the Editor of his having removed, among 
other complaints, an obſtinate inflammatory tumor on 
one of his domeſtics. The candour with which this 
worthy and reſpectable character has treated the Metallic 
Practice, claims from the writer the ſincereſt acknow- 
ledgment. | . 


In 


(( 
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In the month of Auguſt laſt, the Editor 


was invited to meet ſome of the officers of 
the pariſh of Clerkenwell, to uſe the Trac- 
tors on the infirm paupers in their Poor 


Houſe. 


The firſt patient that preſented was a 
young woman, about 24 years of age. This 
poor object had been for about three years 
extremely afflicted with ſome conſtitutional 
complaint affecting her whole ſyſtem, dur- 


ing which time ſhe had been in ſome of 


the London hoſpitals, and under the care of 
ſeveral of the moſt eminent phyſicians, 
without receiving the leaſt benefit. 


It being the wiſh of ſome of the gentle- 
men preſent, that the Tractors might be 
drawn over this perſon, I complied, though 
with a previous declaration that ſhe muſt 
not expect much benefit, as her diſeaſe 
ſeemed to be a nervous complaint, equally 
affecting her whole body. They were ac- 
cordingly uſed a few minutes on one of 


her 
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her arms, and no other effect was produced 


than a motion of the pain after the points 


of the Tractors, 

On examining the apartments of the 
men, we found a perſon, aged about 60, 
who had for a number of years been trou- 


bled with a 


RHEUMATIC PAIN 


in -his ſhoulders, For the nine months 
preceding he had not been able to raiſe up 
his right arm ſufficiently to put on his 
waiſtcoat without help, To this patient 
I promiſed benefit, After drawing the Trac- 
tors over his ſhoulders, and down to the 
end of his fingers, for about ten minutes, 
he was ſo much relieved. as to be able to 


| raiſe his arm over his head, and put on 
his waiſtcoat without any aſſiſtance, and 
this he effected with great eaſe. When we 


left the houſe, about an hour and an half af- 
terwards, his arm remained very ſupple, fo 
that he could eaſily move it in any direction. 
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The next caſe was that of a man, aged 
about 65, who had been troubled for 
many years with a 


PAIN IN THE HIP, 


which had proceeded to that degree, that 
one leg was ſhorter than the other, and he 
could walk only by the affiſtance of crutches, 
The Tractors were applied to him about 
ten minutes, when he put his foot down 
flat upon the floor, and ſtamped with con- 
ſiderable force, without giving him any 
pain. This he faid he had not been able 
to do for many years before. We left him 
free from pain, and walking about the 
room without any ſupport. 


In the women's apartment we met 
with a 


PAINFUL CHRONIC AFFECTION IN THE 
2 HEAD, | 


upwards of twelve years duration, in a 
ſubject about 60 years of age. When we 


began 
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began uſing the Tractors the pain was 
violent, but after about twelve minutes ap- 
plication ſhe was rendered perfectly eaſy. 


As the Tractors were never uſed a ſe- 
cond time on any of theſe patients, there 
muſt neceſſarily have been a gradual re- 
currence of their complaints. The three 
laſt mentioned perſons, by a proper appli- 
cation of this remedy, might in all pro- 
bability have been greatly relieved, if not 
cured, and thereby rendered uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety. Chronic affections of this 
deſcription require a long perſeverance in 
the practice, and when this is faizhfully 
attended to, but few caſes will occur, 
where a cure may not be eventually ef- 


fected by the influence of the Tractors. 


The Editor having requeſted Meſſrs. 
BLETCHLY, BounD, and 'CowLanD, 
| Churchwardens of the Pariſh of Clerken- 
well, and the Rev. WILLIAM VIDLER, 
all of whom were preſent during theſe ap- 

1 | | plications, 
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| plications, to oblige him with their ſen- 


timents on the faregaing ſtatement, has 
been favoured with the fullowiag 1 : 


| cen May 17th, 1799. 

„We have examined Mr. Pzrkins's 

ſtatement of his experiments with the 

Metallic Tractors in Clerkenwell Poor 

Houſe, which were made in our preſence, 

by requeſt of ſome of the officers of this 
n and find it to be — y correct. 


WILLIAM VIDLER (0), 

MICHAEL BLETCHLx, 
WILLIAM BOUND, 

WILLIAM COWLAND /p, 


| Church- 
( wardens.”” 


6%) The Rev. Mr. ViDLER, who has himſelf, re- 
cently performed ſome cures with the Tractors after ac- 
knowledging the correctneſs of the above ſtatement, adds 
in his note, I wiſh the efficacy of the Tractors was 
more known. They would then be in general uſe,” 


(D Mr. CowLand alſo informs of his having cured s 
himſelf of a very ſevere burn, and a ſervant in his fa- 
mily of an acute rheumatiſm in the leg, which was highly 
inflamed * ſwelled. 


About 


About the middle of December the 
Editor was honoured with an invitation to 
the Regimental Hoſpital of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of GLOUCESTER, by 
Mr. CHARLETON, the ſurgeon of that in- 
ſtitution, but not meeting with any proper 
caſes for the Metallic Practice, the Trac- 
tors were not uſed. 


On the 20th of January the Editor made 
ſome experiments in the Regimental Hoſ- 
pital of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Yorx, commonly called the Coldſtream 
Hoſpital. Mr. KNIGHT, Surgeon to the 
Houſeholds of their Royal Highneſſes the 
Dukes of Yorx and CLARENCE, who pre- 
ſides over that eſtabliſhment, and to whoſe 
politeneſs the Editor is indebted for an in- 
vitation to uſe the Tractors in that place, ſes 
lected three „ for experiment. On ex- 

amining 
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amining the firſt of theſe, ſuſpicions were 
entertained that the man was an impoſtor. 
On ordering him to raiſe his arm, which 
he ſaid was in great pain, he declared his 
inability to move it, yet ſoon afterwards, 
when taking off his coat, during our pre- 
ſence, he was caught raiſing his arm by ac- 
cident to an horizontal poſition, and with- 
out making any complaint. This and ſeve- 
ral other circumſtances which had been 
previouſly obſerved of this perſon, rendered 
the deception ſo evident to Mr. KNIGHT, 
that we did not continue the applications 
upon him, but had recourſe to ſome other 
patients who could give ocular proof of 
their diſeaſes. The firſt of theſe was a 
German, who had been confined to his bed 
for ſeveral days with an 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM, 


When we ſaw him the pain was chiefly in 


his ſhoulder, and was ſo conſiderable as to 
prevent him from raiſing his right arm to 
his 
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| his head. After drawing the Tractors 
over this ſhoulder, and 3 to the ends 
of his fingers, for about twelve minutes, 
he raiſed his arm over his head without 
giving him but very little pain. Before 
we left the houſe he was ſo much benefited, 
that he put on his coat without any affiſt- 
ance, which he had been unable to effect 
ſince the commencement of his illneſs. 


The next caſe was that of a perſon ſe⸗ 
verely affected with the 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM 


in both ſhoulders and arms, the leaſt mo- 
tion occaſioned very great pain. This pa- 
tient was diſtinguiſhed as a ſteady and in- 
telligent man, and better educated than 
the generality of ſoldiers. His account of 
the effects which he ſhould perceive on the 
application of the "Tractors, Mr. KNIGHT 
very judiciouſly obſerved, would be more 
| ſatisfactory to him than the declaration of 
perſons. with whom he had not been pre- 


viouſly acquainted, 


6 


The Tractors were drawn over the ſhoul- 
der of this man, and conducted to the ends 
of his fingers, for about ten minutes, when 
he remarked that the pain was leſſened, 
and on attempting to move it, he found he 
could raiſe it over his head, which he was 
unable to do before. The operation was 
then performed for the ſame term of time 
on the other arm, and the ſame favourable 
change enſued. He was now able to raiſe 
both arms over his head, and move them 
with greater eaſe in every direction. 


The Editor's avocations not permitting 
him to viſit this Hoſpital to repeat the uſe 
of the Tractors on theſe two perſons, which, 
to have completed a cure, ſhould have been 
done three times in the day, and continued 
for three or four days, there was neceſſarily, 
on the next day, a recurrence of the ſymp- 


toms. 


The evidence of the efficacy of the 


Tractors, ariſing even from theſe partial 
R experiments, 
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experiments, was ſufficiently concluſive to 


induce the Rev. RonzxT Lowry, ſon to the 
late Biſhop LOW TH, who attended during 


theſe applications, to get a ſet of the 
Tractors, for the benevolent. Purpole of ex- 


tending their uſefulneſs to the pes 
poor in his prighbourhood; 


Ever ferupulous that my experiments 
might be given with the utmoſt correctneſs, 
the above was ſhewn to Mr. Knig ht, who 
authorized me to ſay, that he had . 


the ſtatement, and found it perfectly correct. 


= 


On the 3d of April 1799, the Editor 
was apprized by Luxz Ipzson Eſq., 
Clerk of the Veſtry of the Pariſh of St. 
James's, &c. &c. of the deſire of the officers 
of that pariſh, to aſcertain the efficacy of 
the Metallic Tractors by experiment, and 


if approved of, to provide their Poor Houſe 


with a ſet of them. This requeſt was 
_”” | 1 * 
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of courſe cheerfully attended to, and he 
accordingly met ſome of the officers of 
the pariſh, viz. Mr. Dawes, Mr. Free- 
man, Mr. Cater, Mr. Holme, and ſome 
others, at the Poor Houſe, to give the 
Tractors a trial. On examining the ſick 
wards, and thoſe appropriated to infirm 
paupers, two rheumatic caſes were ſelected 
as ſubjects for experiment. | 


The firſt of theſe was cuir 


HAxNESs, 30 years of age, who had been 


afflicted for many years with the 
RHEUMA TTS, 


and which was often ſo violent in her 


limbs as to render her unable to move 


them without much pain; at this time the 
ſhoulder ' was ſo much affected. that ſhe 


could not move her arm behind her, or 


raiſe it to her head. 
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The Tractors were drawn from her ſhoul- 
der to the extremities of her fingers for 
about 12 minutes, when ſhe was ſo much 

relieved as to be able to raiſe her arm over 
her head, and to move it behind her with- 
out pain. She perceived a great de- 
gree of heat during the application, and 
which ſhe repreſented as a burning ſen- 


I 


The next caſe was that of MARY Man- 


NING, 48 years of age, who was alſo ſe- 
verely afflicted with the 


RHEUMATISM ; 


her ſhoulder had likewiſe been in violent 
pain for ſeveral days; the hand, and par- 
_ ticularly the joints of her fingers, were 
highly inflamed and ſwelled, but the greateſt 
pain was in the ſhoulder ; ſke tried in our 
preſence to raiſe up her arm, and to move 
it behind her back, neither of which could 
ſhe accompliſh. The Tractors were then 


drawn over her ſhoulder and downwards, for 
| about 


( 


about 12 minutes, when ſhe was fo much re- 
lieved as to be able to raiſe her arm over her 
head, and even moved it far enough behind 
to lace her ſtays. The other ſhoulder was 
alſo in ſome pain, to which we alſo applied 
the Tractors, and gave relief as in the laſt 
inſtance. After theſe trials, the Editor was 
invited to meet ſome of the ſame gentlemen 
again to ſee theſe patients; and make 
further experiments in five days after- 


wards. 


On viſiting the Poor Houſe at the time 
appointed, the two patients on whom the 
Tractors had been uſed were ſtrictly exa- 
mined, in preſence of Mr. FRzEMAN and 
ſome of the other gentlemen, who wit- 
neſſed the former experiments. CHAR- 
LoTTE HAyNEs had experienced ſome 
return of the pain, but was till able to 
raiſe her arm, and move it as when we 
left her laſt, The Tractors were now 
drawn over this arm again, and the ſame 
ſenſation of heat enſued, after which ſhe 


was rendered eaſy. 
Mr R 3 | The 
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The other perſon, MARY MANNING, 
had had no return of pain in the ſhoul- 
der, and was ſtill able to move her arm 

without inconvenience. The hands, and 
joints of her fingers, to which the Trac- 
tors had never been applied, continued 
as before tumefied, inflamed, and painful. 

The Tractors were drawn over them about 
| fifteen minutes by the woman herſelf, when 
the pain was relieved in thoſe parts. The 
ſtiffneſs was alſo ſenſibly diminiſhed. This 
patient recovered, and has fince been diſ- 


charged from the houſe. 


The caſe of ELIz aBETH Lewis, 22 
years of age, was now preſented to us. 
This woman had a very | 


| PAINFUL INFLAMMATORY TUMOR 


over the whole enteo ancle of the right 


foot, which had made its appearance in 
that place a ſhort time after the had lain 
in. Several external applications had 
been made to this Without, ſucceſs, and 


from 


( 247 ) 
from its obſtinacy it was apprehended that 
it probably might be a /yphiliric affefion. 
There was all appearance of an ex- 
foliation taking place. However, as the 
pain was excruciating, and the patient 
nearly exhauſted in conſequence; I was 
willing to try the effect of the Tractors, 
and accordingly directed them to be drawn 
over the parts, by one of the nurſes, about 
half an hour. The relief ſhe experienced 
from their uſe was very great. The throb- | 
bing pain of which ſhe at firſt complained | 
was totally removed, the ſwelling was 
ſenſibly diminiſhed, and the inflammation 
abated. The patient put her foot on the 
floor with very little inconvenience, which 
ſhe was before unable to accompliſh with- 


out great torture, 


It will not be a matter of ſurprize, that 
theſe experiments were conſidered ſuffici- 
ently ſatisfactory, to induce the gentlemen 
officers to provide the Poor Houſe with a 


ſet of the Tractors. | 
R 4 Among 
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Among others who have ſince been cured 
by them, and whoſe caſes I am authorized 
to publiſh, is Mrs. ELLI Or, the laundreſs. 


This perſon, after ſevere exerciſe and fas 
tigue, was attacked with a 


VIOLENT PAIN IN THE FOOT. 


The parts ſwelled to a conddiratile ex 


tent, and became highly inflamed. She 


applied the Tractors herſelf, and in about 
ten minutes the pain wholly ſubſided, and 


the ſwelling and inflammation were in a 


very ſhort time hardly perceptible. She 


has experienced no return of the com- 
plaint. 


Another caſe has occurred on the ſame 


_ perſon, in which the ſingular efficacy of 


the Tractors has been rendered extremely 
evident. Mrs. ELLioT, has for many 
years, been ſubject to ſudden and ſevere 
attacks of a 

PAIN IN THE STOMACH, 


which i is ſuppoſed to be of the nature of 
9 thoſe | 
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thoſe flying pains, which are common in 
gouty conſtitutions. Her life has often 
been threatened from the ſeverity of theſe 
attacks. Being a few days ſince ſeized 
with one of them, ſhe immediately had re- 
courſe to the Tractors, and after drawing 
them over the ſtomach for about ten mi- 
nutes, the pains were wholly removed, and 
have not returned ſince. 


A caſe of [AN E Bop, ſervant to the 
matron, is alſo worthy: of notice. This 


perſon had a very 
INFLAMED AND PAINFUL TUMOR 


a little above the knee. She found great 
relief of the pain, inflammation, and tume- 
faction, from about ten minutes uſe of the 
Tractors, and was enabled to move the 
joint with a degree of caſe, which was be- 


fore impracticable. 


The Tractors in this houſe are directed 
to be left in the hands of the matron (a 
TS perſon 


| 
. 
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perſon of excellent ſenſe, and well inſtruc. 
ed on medical ſubjects) who holds them 
in readineſs to be ufed whenever occafion 


offers. 


The above ſtatement was 1 to the 
gentlemen overſeers, who gave permiſſion 


to have it publiſhed, and Me I a refe- 


rence to the Matron of the Poor Houle for 
a confirmation of its correctneſs. 


The reader is now competent to judge 
how far theſe experiments, upon a fair 
ſtatement, may tend to prove the 1nefficacy 
of the Metallic Practice. Many. of the 


_ cafes, and ſome other circumſtances adduc- 


ed, it will no doubt be obſerved, bear ſo 
little reference to the point in queſtion, 


that any notice of them was unneceſſary. 


As ſuch the Editor would have regarded 


them, and in conſequence paſſed hw over 


in filence, had he not been taught to know 


that the clamours of intereſt, ignorance, and 
| 2 ejudice, 


6 

prejudice, which have ever been exerted 
againſt important innovations, were not 
unemployed on the ſubject of many of theſe 
experiments. Several of the foregoing ex- 
periments, from motives the moſt baſe and 
diſhonourable, have been miſrepreſented 
and tortured into every ſhape to diſcredit 
the Metallic Practice. It has been the 
Editor's utmoſt care, that the facts be ſtated 
in as plain and impartial a manner as poſ- 
ſible. If on enquiry they prove otherwiſe, 
there are thoſe who will gladly graſp at the 
opportunity of correcting them, and giving 
them a diſſerent complexion. 


It is hoped the reader has not been led 
to ſuppoſe, after what has been repeatedly 
ſuggeſted, that theſe experiments in public 
places have been adduced and offered to 
the public, as the moſt concluſive proof 
which could be advanced in favour of the 
Metallic Practice, or that they conſtitute 
even a conſiderable proportion of the cures 
which have been performed. 


In 
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In private practice, where the applica- 
tions are made under proper advantages for 


0 fair trials, the reſults have been almoſt uni- 
verſally fucceſsful. But to give publicity 


to theſe, and thereby expoſe the names of 
patients, for very obvious reafons would 
have been highly improper. The nume- 
rous families of the Nobility and others, 
whom the Editor has had the honour of 
attending, and by whom the Tractors are 
owned, are competent to ſpeak on their 
merits; and as thoſe characters are in num- 
ber too conſiderable, and for philanthropy 
too diſtinguiſhed to withhold through con- 
verſation, and the various other channels of 
communication, the benefit they . 
rived, the neceſſity of publiſhing them is 
in part ſuperſeded. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM AMERICA. 


As the object of the preſent work was 
in ſome meaſure to continue the hiſtory 
of the Metallic Practice, it perhaps will 
be expected that ſomething ſhould be ſaid 
of its progreſs in America. 


Of the origin of the diſcovery, and of 
the introduction of the Metallic Trac- 
tors to the public, the Editor in his former 
Tract [ee INFLUENCE or METALLIC 
TRACTORS,] has already treated at ſuf- 
ficient length. Since the date of that work, 
from a correſpondence in various parts of 
the United States, accounts of the increaſ- 
ing reputation of the diſcovery have been 
uniformly received. It would be improper 
to ſwell the preſent work with details 
of further teſtimonies or publications from 
that ſide of the Atlantic, when a ſufficient 


number could be procured in this country, 
which 


4 
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which to an Engliſh reader muſt be more 
ſatisfactory, to compoſe a moderate folio. 


I hope, however, to be excuſed for taking 
ſome notice of a very recent report of a 
. gentleman, which will afford much fatis- 
faction to thoſe who have a knowledge of 
his character. The perſon referred to is 
the Rev. Mr. Homes, of Newtown, Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, a gentleman of ſuperior ſcience, 
and equally diſtinguiſhed as a philoſopher 
and divine. Mr. HoMEeR has been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſet of the Tractors nearly three 
years, which was about the time the diſco- 
very was firſt announced to the public. Being 
reſolved on giving the Practice a fair trial, 
he determined on receiving no recompence 
for his trouble in attending on patients, and 
by this means had very numerous opportu- 
nities for trying the merits of the Tractors. 
He begins by acknowledging his obli- 
gations to Dr. RoB1nsoN for his aſſiſtance 
in proſecuting his experiments, and then 
proceeds to give a particular account of 24 

caſes, 
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caſes, which afforded pg/itive evidence of an 
adion of the Tractors independent of the 
powers of imagination. In many of theſe 
there was obſerved a ſenſible change in the 
appearances of the parts affected, when the 
Tractors were uſed, and in others the com- 
plaints were of a nature which precluded 
the poſſibility of the mind having produced 


the effects that were obſervable on the ap- 
plication of the Tractors. The diſeaſes in 


which he was moſt ſucceſsful, conſiſted 
chiefly of RHEUMATIC and GOUTY AF- 
FECTIONS, PLEURISIES, and CUTANEOUS 


ERUPTIONS. Among other caſes is men- 
tioned an application on © a child of the 


Honourable EL BRIDGE GERRY (one of the 
late Envoys Extraordinary from the United 


States to France) 18 months old, Who 


had ſome complaint in the leg, which ren- 
dered her unable to move it. The leg was 


exceedingly painful when in bed. Ever 


ſince the uſe of the Tractors the child has 


been able to move the leg with eaſe, and 


has complained, of no pain,” 


Among 


i 
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Among other complaints he ſays, © Ges 
neral JacxsoN applied to me in great fdiſ- 
treſs from the GouT in his hand, which 

was removed, and has never returned.” 


The caſes in which Mr. Homes failed 
in giving relief, are of the ſame nature as 
thoſe which have been obſerved by all 
others who have had much experience in 
the Metallic Practice, and as have been 
pointed out in many of the preceding 
pages. He ſays, he © has obſerved great ad- 
vantages from continuing each application 
a much longer time, and repeating them 
more frequently, than has been generally 
_ practiſed, and, he believes, many perſons 
have failed in effecting cures in conſe- 
quence of not perſevering ſufficiently.” 


From Mr. Homzr's extenſive ſueceſs with 
the Tractors, it will not appear extraordinary 
that he ſhould draw concluſions very fa- 
vourable to the credit of the diſcovery. He 


obſerves, © that hardly any conſideration 
% would 
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ce would induce him to be without a ſet of 
them in his family.“ 


The Editor hopes to be further indulged 
in noticing an extract of a letter, dated Boſ- 
ton, New England, Feb. 8th, 1799, from 
the Rev. Dr. Sa Mu. STILLMAN of that 
place, Fellow of Rhode Iſland College, &c. 
&c. to his literary friend and correſpondent 
the Rev. Dr. JohN Rieeon, of Grange 
Road, Borough, to whom we are indebted 
for liberty of making it public. Much of 
the letter relating to ſubjects foreign from 
that before us, we ſhall only notice his re- 
marks reſpecting the Metallic Practice; 
which are as follow : 


„The Metallic TraQors, invented by 
Dr. PERKINS, have already proved an im- 
portant bleſſing to mankind. I have not 
time to inform you of the ſurpxiſing cures 
I have wrought with them, in caſes of 
RHEUMATIsMd, Gour, ConTRACTIONS, 
Pains IN THE HEAD, Exks, FACE, &c. 

| _ 6. but 
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but be aſſured they are many. Mr. PRR- 
KINS's reſidence in London, will no doubt 
induce you to embrace the opportunity 
of giving the ſubject the attention it me- 
rits.“ 


The literary reader will not need to be 
informed reſpecting the worthy character 
who writes this letter; his excellent ſer- 
mons, and other writings, render him 
well known beyond the limits of his own 
country. | 


It would be ungrateful in the. Editor not 
to return his acknowledgements to Dr. 
RieeoN, for the philoſopher-like candor 
with which he has treated the Metallic 
Practice, and expreſſed his conviction of 
its efficacy, ſince he has had an opportu- 
nity of witnefling its effects, in giving relief 
to a man ſeverely afflicted with the Acurz 
RHEUMATISM in the hand and foot. 
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EXPERIMENTS ON ANIMALS. 


HE ſalutary effects of the Tractors on 

the human ſubject, mult naturally ſug- 
| geſt, to reflecting minds, the probability 
of their being alſo uſeful in many diſeaſes 
of the brute creation. 


In America, where this diſcovery ori- 
ginated, the experiments on animals were 
not ſo numerous as perhaps might be ex- 
pected, from the controverſy which was 
there maintained by its advocates and op- 
ponents. Dr. PR RRKINS, from the time 
he firſt announced the diſcovery, has been 
conſtantly employed in the Practice on the 
human ſubject, and, excepting in a few 
accidental caſes, he had no leiſure or op- 
portunity to give experiments on animals 
the attention they merited. The few trials, 


however, that were made on that ſide of 
8 2 the 
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the Atlantic in ſome topical complaints of 
horſes, attended with pain and inflamma- 
tion, were in moſt inſtances completely 
' ſucceſsful. SyRAINSs and ConTusIoNs were 


cured in a very ſhort time by the Metallic 
Practice. | 


The ſmall, but very painful tumours, 
which often ariſe under the ſaddle, vul- 
garly called SADDLE BOILS, were alſo very 
readily removed by this application. One 


caſe of 
A SPRAIN IN THE PASTERN, 


which came under my own obſervation in 
America, is too important to be omitted. 
An horſe, by ſome accident in the ſtall, re- 
ceived a ſevere ſprain in the paſtern joint, 
which rendered him extremely lame. 
From the intenſe heat of the hoof on that 
foot, and the peculiar actions of the animal, 
he was ſuppoſed to be in great pain. 


I began by drawing the Tractors from about 


five inches above the paſtern, and conducting 
. them 


( . 


them down to the hoof, taking care to bear 
on the points of the Tractors ſufficiently to 
keep them continually in contact with the 
ſkin. In a few minutes the hot hoof was 
reduced to about the ſame temperature as 
the other. From being ſcarcely able to 
put his foot to the ground, he became ſo 
much better, from the uſe of the Tractors, 
that in about twelve minutes a gentleman 
mounted him and rode him away, ſcarcely 
perceiving his lameneſs, | 


The numerous avocations neceſfarily 
attached to my other practice ſince my reſi- 
dence in this country, have totally pre- 
cluded the poſſibility of doing Juſtice to any 
experiments on animals, and in conſequence 
J have not attempted them; for the ſame 
reaſon I have not been able perſonally to 
comply with an invitation from the inge- 
nious Mr. MooxcrorT, ſurgeon of the 
Veterinary Hoſpital, to uſe the Tractors 


in that place, though, very contrary to my 
| S 3 wWiſhes. 
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wiſhes. A few other gentlemen, however, 
more at leiſure, have tried the Tractors in 
ſeveral caſes. Theſe experiments they were 
the more readily induced to make, from a 


With to aſcertain the validity of a hacknied 


argument, which the enemies to the Metal- 


lic Practice, with more zeal than diſcretion, 


have urged againſt it, viz. that many of the 
cures aſcribed to the influence of the Trac- 
tors, could be effected by the imagination. 
The relieving of a horſe it ſhould ſeem 
would be concluſive on this head, unlefs 
theſe ingenious ſceptics can alſo prove 
that that quadruped poſſeſſes, in common 
with mankind, an equal brilliancy of ima- 
gination, that his intellectual endowments are 
not inferior to our own, and that the 
anima rationalis, hitherto confidered as one 
of the diſtinguiſhing attributes of man, is 
alſo nent! in the brute. 


Scene ae the following pages ſhall be 
appropriated to ſuch experiments as have 


been communicated, = 
9 | IN 
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In Mr. LANGWORTHx's Tract, which 
we have already had occaſion to notice, we 
have ſome obſervations on this ſubject, 
and an account of one experiment at 
Bath, which he introduces as follows: 


« From the morbid affections to which 
man is by nature liable, the tranſition is 
natural in the eyes of the philoſopher ta 
ſuch animals as contribute to the uſe and 
comfort of ſociety. No one can doubt of 
the excellence in this reſpe& of that noble 
animal the horſe. If a more rational and 
methodical treatment of this quadruped has 
engaged the attention of the firſt characters 
of the nation, who have lately patroniſed 
an hoſpital eſtabliſhment at Somers Town, 
near London, is it not natural, by fair in- 
duction, to endeavour to aſcertain ho far 

this animal can be affected by our Metallic 
Powers. The following inſtance will 
probably appear to deſerve the attention of 
many. 
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« A HoksE of N. A. Vicors, Eſquire, 
of St. James's Square, Bath, in landing from 
one of the Holyhead packets, ſome months 
ſince, received from the pully-ropes 


AN INJURY IN HIS GAMBRIL, 


which produced a great degree of ſwelling, 
extending from that part down to the paſ- 
tern, and up to his belly. This ſwelling 
took place notwithſtanding he was put under 
the care of ſkilful farriers in Bath, who ap- 
plied various ointments without any effect. 
At length Mr.V1Goss purchaſed a ſet of the 
Tractors, and immediately applied them, 
in the preſence of many ſpectators, who, in 
a few minutes, expreſſed their ſurpriſe on 
ſeeing the ſwelling abate. The Tractors 
were uſed five times only, when the ſwel- 
ling was entirely removed. He has con- 
tinued well ever ſince, and has performed 
his regular hunting. It is now ſix weeks 
ſince the Tractors were firſt applied,” 


(* 
The following ſtatement, which the 
Editor has received from a character of 
great reſpectability, will be very -fatisfac- 
tory to thoſe who have the honour of his 
acquaintance. The gentleman alluded to, 


is JohN Dicxenson, Eſq; of Leighton 
Houſe, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordſhire. 


SEVERE CONTUSIONS. 


«© A hunter of mine was diſcovered one 
morning, about the middle of September 
laſt, to have broken one of the reins be- 
longing to her halter. She was much 
bruiſed about the head. In many places 
the hair was rubbed off, her hocks were 
much ſwoln, and ſhe was very ſtiff and 
lame. It was concluded, that in rubbing 
her head with her hind-foot one of the 
reins. had been caught, ſo as to draw her 
legs together ; that from the natural exer- 
tions * the animal to liberate herſelf, the 


rein, which was new and ſtrong, broke, 
and 
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and that in conſequence ſhe fell with great 
violence againſt the pillar of the ſtall, by 
which the hocks, and the muſcles on one 
fide leading to the back (which perhaps I 1 
do not deſcribe ſcientifically) were ſeverely | 
bruiſed. 


I applied ſpirits of wine and Goulard, 
equal parts, without any apparent effect. 
In three days there appeared two large 

ſwellings, one above the hip-bone near the 
tail, and the other upon the rump, each as 
large as my two hands, and ſo hard as not 
to yield to preſſure. I applied the ſame 
mixture again, and hot fomentations, with- 
out any effect. The next day another 
{welling, equal in fize to thoſe before men- 
tioned, aroſe on the ſtifle, which was alſo 
much inflamed and ſwoln. The mare 
ſeemed to have ſo conſiderable a degree of 
fever, and heaved ſo violently in the flanks, 
that it was ſuppoſed ſhe would die. We 
then tried bleeding, from which ſhe was 
ſomewhat relieved, but we could not ob- 
: ſerve 


( 267 ) 
ſerve that the ſwellings were at all abated 
on the following day. | 


« Having witneſſed the good effects of 
the Tractors on the human body in caſes 
of inflammation, I determined to try them 
on this animal. They were accordingly 
applied to the diſeaſed parts, and drawn to 
the extremities; in the courſe of twenty- 
four hours we obſerved a very great reduc- 
tion of the ſwellings. On the ſecond day, I 
attended the. operations myſelf twenty mi- 
nutes, during which time, I could percerve 
the ſwellings ſubſide, and the parts became 
cooler. My groom, as may naturally be 
ſuppoſed, had but little faith in the efficacy 
of two ſmall Pieces of pointed metals, ne- 
vertheleſs he expreſſed his ſurprize and 
conviction of the cure that was gradually 
performing by the Tractors. 


After continuing their uſe three times 

a day for four days, the ſwellings were en- 
tirely reduced, and in the place where the 
| _ largeſt 
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largeſt was, above the hip-bone, there ap- 
peared a loſs of fleſh nearly equal to the 
former extenſion. In'a fortnight this be- 

gan to fill up, and in three weeks after the 
accident happened, the mare performed a 
Journey of one hundred and fifty miles in 
four days, and has been perfectly well ever 
ſince. | 


At may be proper to obſerve, that from 
the time the Tractors were firſt uſed, al} 
other remedies were laid aſide. 
Es * JOHN DICKENSON.” 
Leighton Houſe, : 
18th November 1798. 
Since the date of the above report, Mr. 
DickENSsoN has informed the Editor of 


two other cures performed by the Tractors 


on his horſes; but not having received from 
him a written account of theſe caſes, the 
reader myſt be contented with the brief 
mention which is made of them in the 


following communication. 


— NAN 
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Mr. GrxANT, whoſe experiments on the 
human body the reader may already have 
had occaſion to notice, has alſo made ſeve- 
ral trials on animals, the reſult of which 
he has obligingly communicated to the 
Editor. The experiments of this gentle- 
man having been made with much judg- 


ment and accuracy of obſervation, his re- 
ports are rendered particularly intereſting. 


The following is an extract of a letter, 
dated 
« 4th Month 20th, 1799: 


« ReſpeCted Friend, 

In a former letter, I intimated my in- 
tention of communicating to thee the reſult 
of ſome experiments on animals, which 
have fallen under my own obſervation. I 
have now an additional inducement for 
executing my promiſe, from a convithon 
ariſing from the beſt of evidence, that, on a 
proper trial, this Metallic Practice will be 

found 


0 
found of extenſive utility, to dealers and 
thoſe who have an intereſt in cattle. 


« My firſt trial among my own horſes 
was for 


AN AFFECTION IN THE EYES 


in a three years old colt. The near eye 
appeared to be failing very rapidly ; indeed 
I apprehended it had already advanced to 
that ſtate ſrom which it could never be re- 
claimed. I drew the Tractors along on 
the edge of the eye-lids down the cheek for 
twenty minutes. The effect aſtoniſhed me. 
The inflammation abated. A film, which 
covered nearly the whole eye, was in the 
courſe of a few days removed, and the eye 
became clear. Not long after this the 
other eye failed. The Tractors were ap- 
plied as before, and with the ſame ſucceſs. 


e There is a natural defect in the eyes 
of this animal, which no remedy wall re- 
move, and which may eventually terminate 

| in 
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„in blindneſs. It is now three months ſince 

theſe applications were made, and the eye 
yet remains good. The effect produced in | 
this caſe is certainly worthy of .notice. If | 
the uſe of ſo important an organ as the | 
eye of a valuable animal, can be prolonged 
for only one year by ſo eaſy. a remedy, it 

is ſurely worth our trial.” 


A WOUND IN THE EYE FROM A BLOW. 


One of my waggon horſes had a ſtroke | 
in the eye with the laſh of a waggon whip. | 
I at firſt apprehended the eye was loſt. 
This however appearing not to be the fact, 
we drew the Tractors around it, as in the 
former caſe, and with only two operations 
the horſe was cured.” 


« A gentleman of this town had the | 
Tractors tried on one of his horſes, which 
was very lame from a 1 


SPRAIN IN THE BACK SINEWS., 


| | 

After uſing them three or four times, and | 
devoting 

4 

| 
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devoting about thirty minutes to each opea 
ration, a perfect cure was effected.“ 


A PUNCTURED TEN DON. 


« Another horſe belonging to the ſame 
| perſon, received a wound in a tendon, from 
a thorn running into it, which occaſioned 
much inflammation, pain, and lameneſs, 
This was alſo cured by the application of 
the Tractors.” * 


< I have witneſſed the good effects of the 
Metallic Practice in ſeveral other caſes, 
where partial inflammations had fallen on 
various parts of the body of horſes, parti- 
cularly the legs, thighs, &c. occaſioned 
either by improper feeding or want of ex- 
erciſe, and termed by farriers, © humours.” 
I have ſeen inflammations abated, and tu- 
mours reduced ſo effectually in theſe caſes, 
by drawing the Tractors over the inflamed 
and ſwelled parts, as to ſuperſede the neceſ- 
ſity of fomentations, embrocations, &c. &c. 
the uſual remedies on ſuch occaſions. 
2 EE Should 


( #73 ) 


Should the horſe be of a full habit, I would 
not omit bleeding. I have further noticed 
their good effects, when applied near the 
| fides of wounds. The foul appearances I 
have obſerved to become changed, and a 
diſpoſition to heal facilitated. I could re- 
late a variety of theſe caſes. from my own 
minutes, and corroborate them with ſimi- 
lar ones obſerved by my friends and ag- 

quaintances. 


"i My ritieSpal object! in furniſhing thee 
with theſe particulars is, that a remedy ſo 
innocent in its operation, ſo convenient, 
and which my experiments authorize me 
to ſay ſo efficacious, might be more gene- 
rally known, and that others might only 
make the trials and judge for themſelves. 
So fully am I convinced, from what I have 
witneſſed, of the preference they claim, as 
a remedy for recent ſprains, contuſions, in- 
flammations, &c. to the means which are 
uſually employed in thoſe caſes, that I have 
no heſitation in recommending them, firmly 
believing they will be found to anſwer our 

Ting - moſt 
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maoſt ſanguine expectations, provided they 

are applied with judgment and perfever. 

ance. The ſimplicity of the application 

has often induced me to place them in the 

hands of a ruſtic lad, who, I have found, 
can uſe them as advantageoufly as myſelf. 


I am forry I cannot inform thee, that 
equal ſucceſs has attended my experiments 
on ſome other animals, on which I have 
tried them. For ſeveral diſeaſes of $sHEEP 
I have applied them without any effect. 
In the complaint termed by the ſhepherds 
the joint evil, I have never been able to ob- 
ſerve the leaſt advantage from the uſe of 
the Tractors. In two or three caſes how- 
ever of inflammation of the udder, we have 
obſerved a diminution of the inflammation 
from their uſe. The inefficacy of the 
Tractors upon ſheep, was at firſt a matter 
of much ſurprize with me. It ſeemed very 
extraordinary, that a remedy, whole effects 
in the diſeaſes of the human ſpecies and the 
horſe are capable of being made ſo ex- 
tremely evident, thould not alto have the 
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fame influence in the diſeaſes of ſheep, 
more eſpecially as it is found in the Gal- 
vanic experiments, that all animals are ſub- 
je& to the influence of metals when applied 
to their denuded nerves and muſcles. But 
after reflecting much on this ſubject, the 
cauſe of this difference has at length oc- 
curred to me. Provident nature has very 
bountifully ſupplied the body of the ſheep 
with an unctuous and ly fluid, doubtleſs to 
promote the rapid growth of the wool, and 
defend it from the wet. This animal, 
juſtly eſteemed one of the moſt valuable in 
the world, is yearly robbed of its wool, 
and as the ſecond growth of. this covering 
is ſupported by the oily matter, a greater 
quantity becomes neceſſary for that pur- 
poſe, Now we find from experience, that 
all unctuous bodies reſiſt the Metallic In- 
fluence, Even pomatum applied to the 
hair, it is well aſcertained, prevents the 
Tractors from relieving pains in that part 
of the head over which the pomatum 
is uſed : we therefore can eaſily conceive 
that the body of the ſheep, which is con- 
' | _ Rantly 
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ſtantly clothed with this oily matter, cannot 
be acted upon by the Tractors. In the 
_ inflammation of the udder of a ſheep, where 
this fluid is not ſo abundant, the Metallic 
Practice we find was thought to be of uſe, by 
abating the inflammation, and this I appre- 
hend would have taken place more effectually 
had the udder been previouſly waſhed with 
warm water, and wiped clean, a practice 
which I would recommend previous to all 
operations with the Tractors. In many 
- caſes I have found the perſpirable matter 
iſſuing from bodies, prevent any effect from 
the Metallic application, and on removing 
that obſtacle, relief would be immediately 
obtained. 


[ 
| 
7 
| 
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| 
| 


Aw ne — . .. . ny — ys a rect nn 


8 „Ee far theſe facts coincide with thoſe 
| which have been noticed by other perſons, 
who have given the Tractors an extenſive 
trial, thou wilt be beſt enabled to judge. 
EL. As my remarks are the reſult of conſiderable 
experience, and pretty attentive obſervation, 
I have no objection to their being made 
. if thou thinkeſt they may be of 
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uſe, by inducing others to make ſimilar 
trials, and thereby enable them to judge for 
themſelves. : 


- 


« With my beſt wiſhes for a continuance 
of thy ſuccels, in alleviating the ſufferings 
of humanity, I remain thy aſſured friend, 

« JoHN GRANT.” 


Previous to the receipt of Mr. Grant's 
communication of his experiments on ani- 
mals, it was the Editor's intention to have 
made particular mention of the inefficacy 
of the Tractors on HEEP, and to have aſ- 
ſigned the ſame reaſons which Mr. G. has 
adduced, but his obſervations totally pre- 
clude the neceſſity of enlarging further on 
that ſubject at preſent; it may however be 
proper merely to add, that other ingenious 
and obſerving perſons, who have . the 
Tractors on Sheep, have repreſented that 
their ſucceſs has not been ſo great on that 
animal as on horſes, whoſe bodies are 
dryer, and leſs liable to be covered with 


unctuous matter. 
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Mn. THOMAS KEEN of Warwick-ſtreet, 
London, who has alſo made trial of the 
Tractors on his horſes, has favoured the 
Editor with the reſults, as follows :— 

London, 7th Mo. 24th, 99. 
9 7 oY Eftcetned Friend, 

] can have no objection to thy publiſh. 


ing my experiments with the Tractors on 
horſes, if it can afford thee or the public 


any advantage. My firſt trial was upon an 


aged horſe, that for many nt had been 
fubject to 


SEVERE INFLAMMATIONS ABOUT UHIS 
ANKLES AND FEET, 


„ The Tractors were uſed, when the 
parts were in a high ſtateof diſeaſe, the whole 
ſurface, from ſome inches above the hoof, 
being extremely inflamed and tender, and 
there was very evidently produced a con- 


ſiderable abatement of the inflammation. 
This 
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This relief was given, notwithſtanding the 
weather, at the time when the application 

was made, was extremely cold, and of 
_ courſe very unfavourable to the complaint. 
Being obliged to ſend this horſe into the 
country, I had not an opportunity of con- 
tinuing the practice, and effecting the cure. 


But the caſe which afforded the moſt 
deciſive evidence, occurred in a waggon- 
horſe, that received a 


VERY SEVERE CONTUSION 


in the lower part of his Sternum, or his 
breaſt-bone, from a fall. The parts became 
highly tumefied, and the animal in conſe- 
quence extremely lame. A farrier was 
employed, who made uſe of ſeveral reme- 
dies, but without any reduction of the 
tumefaction or lameneſs. In this ſtate of 
the complaint, the Tractors were had re- 
courſe to, and after cleanſing the parts 
from the oily and greaſy ſubſtances, which 
T 4 had 


. 280) 


had been uſed, they were drawn over the 
ſwelling, and extended down the arm of 
the leg. The effects of their application were 
very ſoon perceived, both by the removal 
of a great part of his lameneſs, and by the 
reduction of the tumor. As the uſe of the 
Tractors was repeated, the horſe continu- 
ally derived benefit. Matter being already 
formed, when they were firſt applied, 
the tumefaction could not be entirely 
diſperſed, until this was diſcharged. The 
horſe has been in perfect health ever ſince. 
We think we can obſerve a little ſtiffneſs in 
the leg which was lame, but this is not ſo 
conſiderable as to injure the animal, and 


indeed it is hardly perceptible, 


c The ſucceſs of the Tractors in theſe 
caſes, has induced me to commence a courſe 
of experiments on a valuable horſe of mine, 
in danger of loſing both his eyes from great 
inflammation and weakneſs. The com- 
plaint had been coming on for a long time, 
and the eyes were already nearly loft, As I 

have 


(6 
have juſt began, I cannot yet inform thee of 
| the reſult, but I have a pleaſure in faying, 
the proſpects are favourable. The eye 
upon which I have applied them moſt is 
evidently amended,” 


. Sy" — 1 g 
The Editor has been made acquainted 


with ſeveral other trials of the Tractors on 
horſes, which have been attended with 
equal ſucceſs to thoſe already cited; but as 


written ſtatements of theſe have not been 
communicated for publication, he cannot 
take the liberty of detailing them. 


One caſe in particular of 
AN ENLARGEMENT AND LAMENESS IN 
| THE KNEE 

of a horſe, in the poſſeſſion of an Honour- 
able Baronet, is very important, and he 
regrets that the abſence of the owner, 
who performed the cure himſelf, de- 
prives him of the opportunity of preſent- 


ing his en to the public. This 


lameneſs 


... . = 
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lameneſs and enlargement had been of ſix 


months duration, and was cured in four 


days by the frequent uſe of the Tractors. 


As far as the experiments have gone, I 


am authorized in declaring, that the Metallic 
application has proved equally efficacious on 
horſes as on the human body. Thoſe, who 


may be diſpoſed to extend the benefit of the 
Tractors to the brute creation, will un- 
doubtedly ſee the propriety of diſcriminat- 
ing between diſeaſes which are proper for 
the Metallic Practice, and thoſe which are 
of a different deſcription. On this head, the 
operator will be beſt inſtructed by attend- 
ing to what has already been ſaid on the 
diſeaſes of the human body. Such as cor- 
reſpond with theſe may expect ſimilar 
effects. 


Thoſe complaints that ariſe, as it were, 
from an hereditary diſpoſition, as is the fact 
in ſome horſes, it is hardly neceſſary to re- 
mark, will not find a permanent cure in 

| the 


( 283 ) 


the Tractors: but recent topical affections, 
attended with great pain, will be found 
moſt ſubject to the Metallic Influence. The 
judgment of the operator muſt be employed 
in aſcertaining the preſence of pain. In 
this he will be aſſiſted by remarking the 
peculiar actions of the animal, and particu- 
larly by obſerving, whether there is an un- 
uſual degree of heat, and a turgidneſs of 
the blood veſſels on the parts. If the diſ- 
caſe 1s ſeated in the limbs a lameneſs gene- 
rally attends. Too much attention cannot 
be paid tocleanlineſs, and rendering the part, 
which is deſtined for the operation, perfectly 
free from all oily and greaſy ſubſtances. 
As ſheep are generally covered with 
unctuous matter, we muſt not expect to 
do them ſo much ſervice as other animals. 
When performing the application, unleſs 
from extreme inflammation the parts are 
very tender, the Tractors ſhould be drawn 
harder over the ſkin than on the human 
body, always obſerving, that the point of 
the inſtrument be introduced through the 
hair. 


0 


CONCLUSION, 


IN the preceding theets, it has been the 
Editor's endeavour to preſent the public 
with the reſult of various trials of the Me- 
tallic Practice, in ſever al diſeaſes of the 

animal ceconomy. | 


The ſubject, it is hoped, has been treat- 
ed in ſo plain and intelligible a manner, that 
few, on the peruſal, will be incompetent to 

judge of the merits of the Tractors. Some 
of the ſtatements in the latter part of the 
work, it may be obſerved, are not from 
perſons of the medical profeſſion. This, 
however, in the mind of the intelligent 
reader, will not leſſen their weight. Nen 
of ſcience and of good den dg do 
not require to go them the forms of a re- 
gular medical FEI nu to enable them to 


deſcribe any change, which may be pro- 
duced 
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duced in external affections, when ſuch 
changes are evinced by ocular demonſtration : 
of this deſcription, in fact, is a great pro- 
portion of the diſeaſes which are found to 
be ſubject to the influence of the Tractors, 
Thoſe who have given this Practice much 
attention, have coincided in this remark, 


The MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL 
Review, a work which has entered 
more fully into the ſubject than moſt 
others, when noticing the evidence ad- 
duced in our former tract on © the Iu- 
fluence of Metallic Trackors, obſerves, 
« Many of the teſtimonies come from per- 
„“ ſons not of the edical profeſſion, but 
who, nevertheleſs, ſeem competent on 

« the preſent occaſion, for the ſubject is, for 
e the moſt part, an appeal to the common 
« ſentes.”” 


After aſcertaining that the brute creation 
is equally ſubject to the influence of the 
Tractors as man; that infants and per- 
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ſons in epileptic fits are alſo equally acted 
upon by them, and that oily and perſpirable 
matteris a barrier to the action of this Metal- 


lic Influence, my time would, perhaps, be 


unneceſſarily employed, were I to enter 
into an elaborate defence of the Practice 
againſt the ſuggeſtions of thoſe, who would 
aſcribe its effects to the influence of ima- 
gination. That the human mind is capable 
of producing conſiderable effects on the 


functions of the body is abundantly evident, 


and may be realiſed in the daily occurrences 
of life; but, if we examine the fact, we 
ſhall find, that as the Metallic Practice is 
uſually employed, this power of the mind 
is not called into action. 


I will not pretend to ſay, but that the 
Tractors, or a ſtick of wood, or a quill, or 
any thing elſe, might be ſo managed as to 
produce all the effects of Amulets, Charms, 
 Meſmer's Animal Magnetiſm, &c, &c. Select 
an hoſpital for inſtance, Which! is generally 
cCompoſed 
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compoſed of the moſt unlettered and cre- 
dulous claſs of ſociety, and with any of 
theſe ſubſtances, it will not be a difficult 
matter to make three out of four acknow- 
ledge they have received benefit from the 
wonderfully efficacious remedy, which they 
ſuppoſe to have been employed; but the 
ſpell will ſoon be broken; the relief will be 
of ſhort duration, and if the complaints are 
of that deſcription, which, if really bene- 
fitted, would afford a by-ſtander ocular proof 
of the change produced, this by-ſtander 
will not be gratified in ſceing the benefit 
which the patient may fancy he has re- 
ceived-—he will not /ee inflammations 
abated, tumors reduced, perſpiration ariſe 
on the part alone affected, as may generally 
be obſerved on an application of the Trac- 
tors. | 


When making experiments in public 
inſtitutions, it has ever been my cuſtom to 
ſelect thoſe caſes that can afford another 


ſpecies of evidence of the real effect which 
: 18 
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is produced, than the mere declaration of 
the patient, viz. ocular proof to the ſpec- 
tators. If caſes of this deſcription could 
not be met with, and a chronic rheuma- 
tiſm for inſtance was the ſubject, I have 
ever endeavoured to impreſs on the pa- 
tient's mind, that we were making a ſim- 
ple experiment, and knew not whether he 
would receive the leaſt benefit ; that we 
wiſhed him to deſcribe his feelings exactly, 
and if no benefit was derived, by no means 
to pretend it. 


This is undoubtedly. the faireſt and 
fureſt way to come to a knowledge of the 
truth, but after all, every application on 
this claſs of people, in ſuch complaints, is 


extremely fallacious. The replies of the 


patient are equivocal ;- he will endeavour 
to anſwer, as he thinks will coincide with 


the ſentiments of the phyſician, 


In the ordinary method of employing the 


Tractors, the patient, inſtead of being in- 


ſpired 
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ſpired with confidence in their efficacy, is 
very often fo prejudiced at their ſimple ap- 
pearance and mode of application, that he 
is, with much difficulty; perſuaded to ſub- 
mit to the experiment, and yet this perſon 
is not deprived of any of the advantages 
which ariſe to others from the application 
of the Metallic Influence under any other 
circumſtances: 


We are often told of inſtances, where 
perſons ſeverely afflicted with the gout, 
have, by a ſudden impreflion of *. as 
from à cry of fire, &c. immediately leap- 
ed from their couch, and taken leave of 
their pains; but none will pretend, that any 
thing like this alarm takes place when the 


imple appearing Tractors are produced. 


In the common mode of adminiſtering 
Medicine; the patient is really as much 
liable to be influenced by his imagination, 
as in the practice we are treating of. 
When exhibited under the ſanction of an 


M. D. of high reputation, the precious 
U draught 
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draught will be taken with the confidence 
of ſucceſs; the very preſence and profeſ- 
ſional importance of a Phyſician, holds 
forth to the patient's mind a conviction 
of his ſuperior ſkill, and his power to 
arreſt the fate, which he imagines is 
impending. On the contrary, with the 
Tractors, the mind is under all the un- 
certainty naturally reſulting from the mak- 
ing of an experiment, and will neceſſarily 
be guarded againſt any deluſion. 


In ſhort, when it ſhall be proved, that 
brutes, like men, are endowed with rati- 
onal faculties, and pofleſs an imagination 
capable of producing changes on their 
bodies ; when it ſhall be proved that infants 
and perſons in epileptic fits can alſo be in- 
fluenced by the fame power, and that a 
little oily or greaſy matter effectually 
deſtroys this wonderful power of the 
mind, and renders it totally inert, then 
ſhall I readily acquieſce in the ſentiment, 
that what has been aſcribed to the Metal- 
lic Influence is wholly a fallacy, and that 
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the imagination alone is entitled to the 
credit of doing all the good that has been 
unjuſtly attributed to the Tractors. i 


It is well known, that the reputation of 
moſt new diſcoveries has been materially 
injured, and the credit of many uſeful re- 
medies brought into diſrepute, from 
having been held out to the world as 
panaceas, or as being uſeful in diſeaſes in 
which they had really no efficacy. The 
practice before us has not eſcaped this ge- 
neral niisfortune : both its zealous friends 
and iniplacable eriemies have alike con- 
tributed to produce this error in the public 
ſentiment. The former, from witneſſing 
its great ſucceſs in ſome caſes in which it 
has been employed, imagined it uſeful 
in more diſeaſes than the author of the 
diſcovery has conceived ; and the lat- 
ter, from knowing the impoſſibility of a 
panacea exiſting in nature, have with.much 
aſhduity propagated the opinion, that the 


Tractors were recommended for all diſ- 
| U 2 ceeeaſes, 


CL. 
eaſes, and have adviſed their uſe in com- 
plaints, in which there was an abſolute 
gertainty of their failure. 


Indeed, it is a circumſtance by no means 
favourable to eſtabliſhing the credit of the 
Diſcovery, that the ſelecting of the proper 
diſeaſes is entruſted to the judgment of all 
thoſe who have the Tractors in their poſ- 
ſeſſion, and whoſe want of Medical know- 
ledge muſt neceſſarily ſubject them to nu- 
merous errors. From the acknowledged 
innocence of the operation in all caſes, it 
can be eaſily conceived, that the Practice 
will very frequently be employed, where 
there is not the fmalleſt reaſon to hope for 
ſucceſs, and yet it muſt not be expected, 
that ſufficient allowance is always. made 
for the neceſſary failure in ſuch appli- 
cations. 


Had the credit of the Metallic Practice, 
rather than a wiſh to extend its utility as 
much as poſſible, been the object of the 


3 he . have retained the 
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Tractors in the hands of a few profeſſional 
men, and directed them to be uſed in no 
_ caſes but ſuch as they were abſolutely cer- 
tain of relieving ; but his entire confidence 
in their efficacy, and his deſire of render- 
ing his difcovery ſubſervient to the impor- 
tant purpoſe of leſſening the ſufferings of 
humanity, have induced him to give 
them unlimited circulation. The oblo- 
quy of oppoſition he has never regarded; if 
his practice poſſeſſes the merit aſcribed 
to it, he reſts under the conviction, that 
notwithſtanding the unfavourable circum- 
ſtances under which it comes before the 
public, theſe merits will ä be ac - 
| knowledged, | 


After what has been repeatedly urged in 
the foregoing pages, on the neceſſity of a 
due attention to the rules for employing 
this remedy, it will be fuperfluous to ſay 
much on that ſubject at preſent, The pa- 
per of directions, which attends the Trac- 
tors, 1s perhaps too conciſe to afford 

U 3 every 
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every perſon the information which is re- 
quiſite for a thorough knowledge of that 
ſubject, but as nothing can be better calcu- 
lated for exemplifying on this head, than 
the notes on the Daniſh caſes, in the pre- 
ceding ſheets, I have to ſolicit the reader's 
ſtrict attention to them for that purpoſe. 


One circumſtance, however, which was 
not then mentioned, ſhould not at preſent 
be omitted, and this. is, that when per- 
forming the operation on parts which 
have been previouſly kept warm, by cloath- 
ing with flannel, &c. great care ſhould be 
taken that they be not . expoſed to too cold 
air, In the winter, the application ſhould 
in all cafes be made in a room of moderate 
temperature, or near the fire; by not ob- 
ſerving this caution, ſome have taken cold, 
and their complaints of courſe have in- 
creaſed, which has been improperly attri- 
þuted to the effect of the Tractors, 


Much 
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Much has been ſaid on the neceſſity 
of perſeverance in the practice, eſpecially 
in chronic caſes, and which, it is hoped, 
will claim particular notice. 


If proper attention be paid to this Prac- 
tice, agreeably to the rules laid down, the 
poſſeſſor of the Tractors will find in them 
a valuable ſpecies of property and in- 
heritance as it were in his family, for 
the numerous ills of which, they are fo 
well adapted and recommended ; but if on 
the contrary he does not adhere to theſe 
rules, but attaches to them the idea of 
an univerſal and infallible remedy, he will 
| deceive others as well as himſelf, and loſe 
both his labour and money. 


The Editor has ſeen too much of the 
diſpoſition of mankind, and of the hiſtories 
of all new and uſeful diſcoveries, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe which affect intereſt and deep-rooted 
prejudices, to expect that this would not 
meet with aſſailants. 

U 4 Every 
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Every perſon has an undoubted right 
to entertain his opinion on matters of 
ſcience, but when a writer preſents his 
ſentiments to the public, and in ſupport of 

them has recourſe to miſrepreſentations of 
the moſt extraordinary nature, it then be- 
comes the duty of the party aggrieved, to 
correct the error by appriſing the public of 
h | 


Thoſe, who have not been attentive ob- 
ſervers of ſubjects of this nature, can form 
but imperfect ideas of the acrimony with 
which ſome will commence their attacks, 
The MonTaLy Review for April 1799, 
in its remarks on the former tract on the 
& Influence of Metallic Traftors,” has afs 


forded us an example, 


If that Journal was read only by thoſe 
who have ſeen the book, which it re- 
views, no obſervations would have been 
made here on the ſubject. The intelli- 
gent reader himſelf would have judged of 
Fox” OT: the 
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the extent of its reaſonableneſs and im- 
partiality. But Reviews are read by thous 
fands, for the purpoſe of learning the merits 
of the work treated of; and without ever 
ſeeing the work itſelf, or taking the trouble 
of further inveſtigation, the critic's opinion 
is often implicitly adopted. The Editor 
would introduce the whole of theſe remarks, 
and paſs them over without a ſingle reply, 
leaving the deciſion of their merits to the 
public; but his pages, which he could 
| with to meet the eye of delicacy, without 
incurring a bluſh, muſt not be filled with 
a ſentiment, with which the critic has 
thought proper to grace the pages of the 
Monthly Review. 


As the attack is founded upon what 1s 
preſented as an extract from the book, I 
muſt requeſt the reader's attention to this 
extract, and ſee with what fairneſs it is 


given 
s wen. 


e In 
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« In one caſe, page 43, (ſays the Re- 
view) a patient was cured by the Tractors 


in Zwo minutes; but he had been bled 
thrice before the application,” 


Here follows the 8 to which 
the Review refers, communicated by 
Jonx Vavgyuan, M. D.—M. P. M. S. 

Fellow of the Medical Society of Delaware. 


“J have operated in a few caſes only 
with your Tractors, for but few have of- 
fered ſince I poſſeſſed them. One caſe of 
ner vous or hyſteric head-ache, perfectly 
cured; a caſe of Odontalgia relieved ; the 
third, a young man who had fallen nearly 
fifteen feet on the edge of an open-ended 
hogſhead, and received a conſiderable con- 
tuſion in the umbilical region with tumefac- 
tion. I bled him three times 70 little pur- 
poſe ; but after about two minutes operation 
with the Tractors, he exclaimed in ecſtacy, 
Jam well—l am well my pain is gone.“ 
T he pain however returned in a leſs degree, 

but 
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| but in thirty or forty minutes went off en- 
tirely, and he went to work as uſual.” 


Where the critic found that the man was 
cured in two minutes, when Dr. Vaughan 
in the ſame ſentence ſays, the pains did 
not entirely leave him until thirty or forty 
minutes; where he diſcovered in that 
book reaſons for an in/inuation, which he 
makes in another place, that the Tractors 
are recommended for “ internal inflamma- 
tions, ſo that no © outward and viſible 

ſign might be afforded” of the relief given, 
when, on the contrary, external complaints 
only are mentioned in that book, as ſuita- 
ble for this practice; where he found cauſe 
for uſing the hardy epithets of © juggler,” 
and “ white witch”; and where he ſaw 
reaſon for calling all thoſe who have at- 
teſted to the efficacy of the Tractors © /ars, 
dogs, &c.“ and to ſay many other things 
in the ſame ſplenetic maniacal ſtrain, I ear- 
neſtly requeſt the intelligent reader will 

have the goodneſs to examine tae book, to 
determine. 


We 
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We ſhould be wanting in reſpect to the 
very eminent profeſſional character, who 
is the writer of the communication in queſ- 
tion, were we to admit even the moſt diſ- 
tant probability of the bleeding having 
given the relief, after his declaration, (and | 
who, by being the attending phyſician, 1s 
moft competent to judge) that the bleeding 
0 was to little purpoſe,” or were we to at- 
tempt to defend his reputation againſt the 
attacks of a writer, who appears inſenſi- 
ble of the impropriety of miſrepreſenting 
his ſtatement, and of charging him with 
being the author of ſentiments which he 
never hinted at or expreſſed. 


Aſter theſe remarks on the Editor's 
pamphlet, the critic notices the publication 
of Mr. LAN GwWORTEH V, ſome of the con- 
tents of which may be ſeen in the preceding 
Pages. No quotation is adduced from this 
book, upon which the objections might be 
founded, but the 3 is ien as the 
fubſtance of the work: 

* „The 
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The moſt material information to be 
gained from this pamphlet, and its title 
page, which an American would ſtile 
lengthy, is, that Mr. LANGwORTHx ſells 
Tractors at Bath, by commiſſion from Mr. 
PERKINS, the original manufacturer in 
London.“ 


It ſtrongly occurs to me, that whoever 
reads the publication of Mr. LANGWOR“ 
THY, will ſee /omething elſe than a mere 
advertiſement that he has the Tractors for 
ſale. Every Review, however, which 
has noticed it, has expreſſed a different 
opinion. One, which, in a former inſtance, 
thewed no inconfiderable degree of ſcepti - 
ciſm on the ſubje& of the Metallic Prac- 
tice, remarks on Mr. LancworTaHyY's 
publication as follows : 


„ Mr. LanGwoRTHY is a ſtaunch ad- 
vocate for the Perkinean electrieity, or for 
the uſe of the Metallic Tractors, invented 
by Dr. PExKINS; uſes the ſame arguments 

in 


„ 
in favour of them, that Mr. Pzrxings 
had before advanced, and adds a con- 
ſiderable number of caſes in which they 
are ſaid to be employed with advantage. 
Mr. LanGwoRTHY is ſettled at Bath, and 
with à view of giving opportunities to the 
Medical practitioners of that place, to eſ— 
timate the real value of the inſtrument, he 
offers his aſſiſtance to any paupers in the 
hoſpitals, and propoſes operating in the 
preſence of their Medical attendants. This 
is certainly candid, and it is right to obs 
ſerve, that ſeveral of the caſes hire pub- 
liſhed, are atteſted by the ſignatures of the 
patients, who are, in general, perſons of 
ſuch credit, as entirely to preclude all ſuſ- 
picion of an intention to deceive.” 


Britiſh Cri ilie, April, 1 799. 


The Editor has FOES held himſelf in 
readineſs to meet any perfons, to aſſiſt and 
do every thing in his power which could 


3 an inveligation of the merits of 
this 
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this diſcovery, either by the unerring rule 


of fair experiment, or any other method 


which ſhould be conceived equally pro- 
per; but he muſt be excuſed if he declines 


having any communication to that pur- 
poſe, with thoſe who feel no repugnance 
in aſſuming the liberties we have in- 
ſtanced. | 


It will, perhaps, appear to ſome, that 
the Reviewers animadverſion has been 
dwelt upon longer than was neceſſary, but 
for reaſons too obvious to be mentioned, 
it has been judged neceſſary in the pre- 
ſent inſtance to notice the ſubje&t more 
fully. If the reader is deſirous of knowing 
the ſentiments of other periodical writers, 
he will find them in pages 97, 98, and 99 
of this book. 


It is due to the enlightened nation and 
country in which the Editor reſides, to 


acknowledge, that many men of reſpecta- 
bility 
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bility and feal ſcience; have treated. this 
diſcovery with great candour. Such as 
have had opportunities to fee the effects 
of the Tractors, have frankly acknow- 
ledged their merits, and have contributed 
to extend their beneficial effects, by pro- 
curing patients for the Practice. This 
remark, however, muſt not be fuppoſed 
to comprehend every individual of the 
Medical profeſſion. On all diſcoveries, 
there are perſons, who, without deſcend- 


ing to any enquiry into the truth, pre- 


tend to now, as it were, by intuition 
that newly aſſerted facts ate founded 


in the groſſeſt errors. There were thoſe 


who new that Harvey's report of the 


Eirculation of the blood, was a prepoſter- 
dus and ridiculous ſuggeſtion, and in lat- 


ter days there were others who 4x that 
FRANKLIN deſerved reproach, for declar- 
ing that points were preferable to balls 


for protecting buildings from light- 
Hing. 1 


The 
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This dogmatical attachment to old 
practices, which is generally to be found 
moſt among thoſe who have taken ſhallow 
draughts at the Pierian Spring, is the bane 
of uſeful improvements. It is only the 
real philoſopher, who, ſenſible of the ex- 
treme limitation of our knowledge, ſuſpends 
his opinion on newly aſſerted facts, until 
they can be ſubjected to fair inveſtiga- 
tion. 


On the Theory of this Metallic Opera- 
tion, little need be ſaid. That the Trac- 
tors act on the Galvanic principle (q) is very 

generally 


(4) For a knowledge of the wonderful effects which 
are produced by the application of metals to the nerves 
and muſcles of animals, or by what is called the G Al. 
VANIC EXPERIMENTS, fee the works of V ALL1, VoL- 
TA, FowLER, MoxRe, CAVALLO, VoNHUMBOLT, 
&c. | 

CAvaALLo, whoſe numerous philoſophical inveſtigations 
have been ſo univerſally honoured by the approbation of 
the learned world, after ſumming up moſt of tbe impor- 
tant facts which have been diſcovered relating to this 
ſubject, comes to the following concluſion: 

. = « The 
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generally believed by thoſe who have given 


the ſubject much attention: but I ſhall not 


conſider 

cc The * phenomena of animal electricity, viz. 
the property of being put in motion by a Metallic 
communication being made between the nerve and 


muſcles, is not peculiar to a few animals only, but ſeems 


to be a property of all; a law of nature which admits of 
few exceptions, and even theſe exceptions are of a very 


_ doubtful nature. 


The experiments have already been tried with a 
great variety of terreſtrial, aerial and aquatic animals. 

« The human body, whilſt undergoing certain chi- 
rurgical operations on its recently amputated limbs, have 
been convulſed by the application of metals. From the 
ox and the horſe down to the fly, the effects of Metallic 
applications have been repeatedly and unequivocally ob- 
ſerved: with ſome the power laſts longer than with 
others ; the movements alſo are more or leſs evident and 
powerful, according to the various nature and diſpoſition 
of the animals. 

« The leg of a recently dead horſe was agitated fo vio- 
lently by the application of a ſhilling and a bit of tin-foil, 
that the ſtrength of a robuſt man was unable to check the 


blow. Several animals, which ſome time ago were 


thought not to be affected by the contact of metals, have 
been lately cauſed to contract, in conſequence of the diſ- 
covery of more active metallic combinations, or of ſome 
of their more ſenſible parts. 

The preceding pages contain all the remarkable facts 
that I have been able to collect, relative to a ſubject which 


is 
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conſider it any diſparagement to the Prac- 
tice, if I admit that the preſent knowledge 


of the laws and properties of that principle 
is ſo limited, as not to allow of our giving 
of the modus operandi a complete and Pts 
factory explanation. The rational enquirer 
will not hold in leſs eſtimation a remedy, 
whoſe utility can be proved by the unerring 
teſt of experiment, if the manner of its 


is likely to become of great importance. -Thoſe ſurpriſing 
effects of an unknown cauſe, generally inexplicable, and 
ſometimes contradictory, ſeem to admit of no theory 
ſufficiently probable or ſatisfactory; nor can we yet ſee 
how they may be applied for the benefit of mankind. An 
attentive conſideration of the ſubject, will naturally ſug- 
geſt ſome doubts and queries, which can only be anſwered 
by future experiments and diſcoveries. In what manner 
does artificial electricity affect the muſcles ? Does it act 
as a mere ſtimulus, or otherwiſe ? Where is the animal 
electricity generated, and by what mechaniſm is it tranſ- 

mitted from one part of the body to the other ? Does it 
proceed from the brain, or is every nerve actuated by 
that generating power? What reaſon can there be for 
the neceſſiity of uſing two different metals? And after 
all, are theſe phenomena the effects of electricity, or of 
ſome other unknown fluid, ſui generis,” Complete Trea- 


te ſe on Electri icity, vol, 0 iii. page 69. 


X 2 operation 


— 
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operation 1s unknown. The moſt valuable 
medicines in the materia medica, a& on 
principles of which we are totally igno- 
rant. None have ever yet been able to ex- 
plain how opium produces ſleep, how mer- 
cury cures ſyphilis, or how bark cures in- 
termittent fevers, and yet few, it is hoped, 
will be fo abſurd as to deſiſt from the uſe 

of thoſe important articles, becauſe they 
know nothing of the principle of their ope- 


ration. The navigator will hardly be diſ- 


poſed to lay aſide the uſe of the mariner's 
compaſs, and think it of no value, becauſe 
he is unable to explain the phenomenon of 
magnetiſm, and to aſſign reaſons for the 
polar attractions. 


When we find that the nature of many 
diſeaſes, the proximate cauſe of fever, for 


inſtance, has engaged the attention of ſuch 


characters as BOERHAAVE, CULLEN, 


Brown, DAR WIN, GIRTANER, &c. and 


drawn forth from them ſeverally theories, 
which they conceived to be ſatisfactory, 
Cn but 
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but which at this period, have left the 
ſubject as obſcure as ever, it ſhould 
ſeem that men would reſt contented with 
poſſeſſing the means of cure, without run- 
ning into laborious and unprofitable conjec- 
tures, which only ſerve to miſlead and de- 
ceive the practitioner. An elegant writer, 
(ſee Dr. Moor's Medical Sketches) re- 
marks, The fate of every theory hitherto 
invented to explain the proximate cauſe of 
fevers, might, one would naturally think, 
deter from an attempt in which ſo many 
have failed ; yet ſo partial are we to what 
we conceive to be our own original ideas, 
fo natural are ſuch inveſtigations to the 
active and inquiſitive mind of man, and ſo 
neceſſary are diſquiſitions of this nature to 
thoſe whoſe profeſſiion it is to lecture to 
medical ſtudents, that it is probable a new 
theory will always be founded on the ruins 
of the laſt that is overſet. 


e The experience of ages has proved, 
that the great and ultimate object of 
X 3 the 
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the art of medicine, the power of curing 
diſeaſes, is more effectually attained by dih- 
gently obſerving the courſe - and ſymptoms 
of diſtempers, and the effects of the means 
uſed for their relief, than the moſt plaufible 
reaſonin; gs on their ſuppoſed nature and 
cauſes.” 


On the action of the Metallic In- 
fluence, we have, in the former part of 
this work, (ſee page 38) a theory from 
Profeſſor ABILDGAARD, the Secretary of 


the Royal Academy of ſciences at Copen- 


hagen, a philoſopher, (r) whoſe diſcoveries 
in electricity, and whoſe inveſtigations in 
phyſiology, and other branches of ſcience, 
rank him among the firſt literary characters 
in Europe. The Profeſſor's explanation 
of the Phenomenon of the operation of the 


(r) A foreign | RR" has recently announced, that 
Profeſſor AB1LDGAARD has lately obtained from 
Greenland a foſſil, which, on analyſis, he diſcovers to 
contain alumin in combination with fluoric acid; a 
mineralogical phenomenon not before met with. | 


Tractors 
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Tractors is extremely ingenious and plau- 
ſible, but it may be ſaid of this, as of moſt 
other theories, that ſome hypotheſes are 
employed, and of courſe it cannot be reduced 


to actual demonſtration. 


After aſcertaining that there exiſts in 
the whole animal creation a ſubtile princi- 
ple, call it a fluid or whatever elſe you 
pleaſe, which is ſo extremely ſuſcep- 
tible of the influence of metals, as to be 
excited to powerful action by their appli- 
cation, and to ſuch a degree indeed as to 
be made to evince motion, and other ſymp- 
toms of life, after vitality is apparently re- 
moved, it will not be an irrational conclu- 
ſion, that the effects produced by our Metal- 
lic Application in diſeaſes, are to be aſcribed 
to ſome attracting action on this general 


and all pervading power. 


It is agreed, by both the advocates and 
oppoſers of the Metallic Tractors, that 


their effects muſt be explained on the Gal- 
X 4 vanic 
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vanic or electric principle, or on the ima- 
gination, and indeed we may add me- 
chanical irritation. On the three former 


of theſe I ſhall ſay no more than what has 
already been advanced, and the improba- 


bility of the latter renders perhaps any 
obſervations on that head unneceſſary. No 
men of tolerable underſtanding, I am diſ- 
poſed to think, have ever ſeriouſiy urged 


this in explanation of the principle of the 


Metallic Operation, Some who had taken 


a violent part againſt this diſcovery in 


America, after having failed in proving 
that the Tractors cared through the me- 

dium of imagination, attempted to produce 
a prejudice in the public mind, by ſuggeſt- 
ing that the relief given was owing to the 


mechanical irritation of the points of the 


inſtruments ; but the abſurdity of this idea 
was ſoon detected, It did not require an 
immoderate ſhare of penetration to infer, 
that any irritation, eſpecially ſuch as would 
ariſe from the /cratching of a ſharp pointed 
inſtrument, on tender cuticular inflamma- 
6 | tions, 


6 


tions, as in eryſipelas, tetters &c., inſtead of 
giving relief, muſt do a material injury. 
Let thoſe who are diſpoſed to aſcertain 
the validity of this mode of explanation, 
try the ſcratching of a ſtiff bruſh, ſharp 
pointed quills, or any other hard pointed 
ſubſtances, and ſee if a tender inflamma- 
tion will ſubſide. All trials for this pur- 
poſe, in pains unattended with external in- 
flammation, eſpecially on unlettered females 
and ſubjects of feeble minds, are undecifive, 


The learned Dr. Vaucnan, whoſe in- 
genious paper on this practice met with 


the approbation of the Medical Society () 
| at” 


(s) The following letter was addreſſed to Dr. 
VAUGHAN, by James TiLTon, M. D. Preſident of 
the Medical Society of the State of Delaware, on his 
conſenting. to have the Diſſertation publiſhed : [For 
ſome extracts from this Diſſertation, ſee © Influence of 


_AMrtallic Trattors,” page 90. 


« Dear Sir, 
« I am glad you have at length overcome the re- 
ſtraints of diffidence, by giving us your thoughts on 
Electricity, in explanation of Dr. PERKIxs's Metallic 


Operation. That ſome grneral principle exiſts, which 
gives 


E 
of the ſtate of Delaware, before which it was 
read, has ſome obſervations on this ſubject. 


gives metals a i influence - on the animal 
cconomy, is now univerſally acknowledged by philoſo- 
phers the moſt candid and beſt qualified to judge. In- 
ſtead of involving Dr. Perkins in the diſgrace of 
MEsMER, I apprehend we ought rather to contraſt the 
honeſt man with the rogue; for, without art or affecta- 
tion, Dr. PERKINs barely diſcloſes uſeful facts, by means 
the moſt ſimple and eaſy. 
At muſt be confeſſed, however, that many reject our 
general principle : like infidels to the goſpel, they admit 
of no myſteries, and refuſe to believe what they do not 
readily comprehend. Others, who acknowledge that a 
general principle pervades the animal axconomy, on which 
the metals have influence, nevertheleſs diſpute about what 
this notable power may be. Both theſe claſſes of men ought 
to thank you. To the one you have given a reaſon they 
did not apprehend, and the other ſhould wiſh for the beſt 
account known or well underſtood, For my part, I 
frankly confeſs, I ſhall be fatisfied with the principle of 
AN TMAL ELECTRICITY, until the phenomena are better 
explained by means of ſome other. 
4 By publiſhing to the world the thoughts you have 
digeſted and arranged on Animal Electricity, and the 
manner in which it explains the Metallic Operations, 
you will at leaſt invite diſcuſſion, and may profit with the 
reſt of your brethren by the event. 
% With great reſpect, I am, dear Sir, 


& Your friend and humble ſervant, 
„ JAMES TILToN.“ 


It 
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4 Tt is argued by ſome (he 1550 who 
are oppoſed to the Metallic Operation, that 
the efficacy of the Tractors depends merely 
on a counter irritation produced by frie- 
tion. I would aſk theſe dogmatiſts, how 
metallic friction cures burns or topical in- 
flammation ? Does not the leaſt impreſ- 
ſion on an inflamed part produce pain, 
and would not friction augment the evil ? 
Phlegmons, and ſome other topical inflam- 
mations, may often be removed by exciting 
a counter irritation with bliſters, &c. but 
bliſters ſeldom anſwer any valuable pur- 
poſe in local inflammations, accompanied 
with exceſſive action of the arterial ſyſtem, 
until the fever is previouſly diminiſhed.” 


Againſt this Practice, indeed, one other 
argument has been advanced in this coun- 
try.—Perhaps ſome of my readers may 
conceive any attempt at its refutation an 
impeachment of their juſtice and under- 


ſtanding ; ; but, as every one may not be of 
this 


have traverſed the Atlantic, and to have ſuf- 
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this ſentiment, I muſt be indulged in no- 


tieing it. It has been ſaid “ to be a ſuſpi- 


ciouscircumſtance againſt this practice, that 


| its introducer has aten out a Patent for the 


diſeovery, and offered the Tractors for 
fale.” The wiſe and venerable legiflators 
of this and every other nation, which ſo li- 
berally promote the advancement of ſcience 
and the uſeful arts, have thought proper to 
grant, as an encouragement to the exer- 


tions of genius, the excluſive right of en- 


joy ing, for a limited time, the advantages 
and emoluments which any diſcovery or 
invention may produce. In ftrit con- 
formity to theſe laws, founded on the moſt 
equitable principles, have I acted. If this 
is determining otherwiſe than the moſt 
philanthropic and beſt members of ſociety 
are daily in the habit of doing, I will fub- 
ſcribe to the guilt, and acknowledge the 
heinoufneſs of the offence, even to the ex- 
tent which thoſe who have thought proper 
to ſuggeſt the objection would carry it, To 


fered 


e 


fered the expences which attend the propa- 


gation of this new practice, againſt hoſts of 


prejudice and intereſt, without a compenſa- 
tion, were more than my finances would 
allow, or than a juſt and reaſonable people 
would require. 


Among patents for every ſpecies of in- 
vention, none have to encounter more op- 


poſition, and, in conſequence, ſubject the 


introducer to greater expences, than thoſe 


which relate to improvements in medicine. 
It has long been a maxim with many (t) of the 


faculty to ſet their faces againſt every reme- 


dy, the excluſive right of uſing which has 


been granted to an individual by patent. The 
abuſes of empiriciſm are held out as the 
oſtenſible motive for this, and, to a degree, 
the maxim is undoubtedly a reaſonable one. 
To the Metallic Practice, however, none 


(t) God forbid I ſhould here, or in any other part of 
this book, mean to cenſure, or ſpeak diſreſpectfully of the 
profeſſion indiſcriminately, for there are belonging to it 
men of great candor and philanthropy. 


of 
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of the objections which are raiſed againſt 
quack medicines can with juſtice be ap- 
plied; the innocence of the remedy alone 
muſt filence every clamour on this head. 


But much penetration is not required to 


develope the cauſe of this perſecution. 
Men, by entering into the medical pro- 
feſſion, are not neceſſarily diveſted of any 


of thoſe paſſions or inclinations which are 


ſo univerſally implanted . in the human 
breaſt. That principle, which we are told 


* acts the foul,” it would be abſurd to 


pretend, does not influence any particular 
claſs in the community. Will the medical 
man, who has ſpent much money and 
labour in the purſuit of the 'arcana of 
phyſic, and on the exerciſe of which 
depends his ſupport in life, proclaim the 
inefficacy of his art, and recommend a 


remedy to his patient, which the moſt 
_ unlettered in ſociety can employ as advan- 


tageouſly as himſelf? and a remedy, too, 
which, unlike the drops, the pills, the 
powders, &c. of the materia medica, is in- 

conſumable, 
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conſumable, and ever in readineſs to be 
employed in ſucceſſive diſeaſes ? 


From the ſame ſource whence ſprang 
the above complaint, comes another, viz. 
that the price at which the Tractors are 
{old, ſhould be an objection to adopting the 
practice.“ I beg leave to aſk how many viſits 
does he (u) uſually make for the ſum at 
which the Tractors are offered for ſale ? 
or rather may the queſtion be put to any of 
his London patients, how many inſtances 
have occurred, to their knowledge, in which 
he has declined receiving His gumea per viſit, 
or for each daily ſacrifice of the five mi- 
nutes which he devotes to writing his pre- 
| ſcriptions, from a conſcientious compunction 

that he was more than adequately reward- 
ed, and in caſes indeed, where his viſits 
have been daily continued, for weeks, 


(u) The medical character, here alluded to, is in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a practice as /ucrative, as his treatment of the 


Metallic Tractors has been illiberal and unmanly. 


without 
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without affording any relief? It were rea · 
ſonable that men, before they offer to take 


away the mote from the eyes of others, 


ſhould remove the beam from their own. 


But this kind of reſponſe, although pro- 
voked by an attack of the ſame ſtrain, is 
unworthy to be adopted here, and muſt 
not occupy more of theſe pages. Who- 
ever has fairly examined the merits of 


the Tractors, by the teſt of experiment, 


and rated, their value by their uſefulneſs, 
has never pronounced them dear ; and 


thoſe who know the ſacrifices attendant on 


all attempts at ſo conſiderable innovations, 
cannot /oneſitly grudge the price. 


This diſcovery 1s the reſult of many years 
laborious - and painful inveſtigation. The 
numerous, expenſive, and variegated ex- 
periments, which Dr. PEREINs, of Ame- 
rica, inſtituted in the proſecution of his 
object, and which he purſued, to the total 
neglect of his other profeſſional calls, for a 

length 
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length of time previous to the preſent per- 
fection of his practice, ſo involved his -af- 
fairs, that the happy iſſue of his inveſtiga- 
tions alone, reſcued himſelf and a numerous 
family from the conſequent diſtreſſing em- 
barraſſment. 


The wealthy confeſſedly have the advan- 
tages of the practice in their power; and 
the poor, ſo far as individual exertion 
can extend the ſame to them, are not 
deprived of its benefits. Both in this 
country and America, they have ever had 
gratuitouſiy the perſonal attention of thoſe 
concerned in the propagation of the diſ- 
covery; Dr. PERKINS, on the other ſide of 
the Atlantic, ever held himſelf in readineſs 
to attend to their calls, and received no 
other compenſation than the pleaſure of 
relieving their ſufferings, which indeed 
was to him an ample reward. The Editor 
has done no leſs in this country. Thoſe 
who know his bounties to ſeveral inſtitu- 


tions for the reception of the poor, and to 
. individuals, 


* 


„ 


individuals, humanely diſpoſed to attend 
to and relieve the pains of the afflicted, 
and his own aſſiduous attention to ſick © 
paupers in various and diſtant parts of this 
metropolis, without receiving a pecuniary 
compenſation, will withhold from him their 
cenſure or complaint. 


But on this head it is unneceſſary to en- 
large. The ſeveral ſubjects hinted at in 
theſe concluding remarks, have already ex- 
tended this work to an unreaſonable length; 
ſuch remarks ſhall therefore be diſconti- 
nued, but not without reiterating the Edi— 
tor's willingneſs, and even earneſt deſire, to 
afford every aſſiſtance to thoſe who may be 
ſincerely diſpoſed to inveſtigate the merits 
of the Metallic Practice wizh candour and 
zmparttality. To do this he regards as his 
duty to mankind, to the Diſcoverv, to its 
Author, and to himſelf. 
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APPENDIX. (No. I.) 


IHE Editor is indebted to Mr. LAN- 
woRTHY for the following communica- 
tions, to whom it will be een they are 
addreſſed; Mr. L——'s book having been 
publiſhed before they were received, neceſ- 
ſarily deprived him of the opportunity of 
giving them a place in that work. 


Several perſons of diſtinction, friends to 

Mr. LAMu BERT (the worthy and reſpect- 
able character who was inſtrumental in 
procuring the Tractors) having a know- 
ledge of thoſe caſes, and conceiving them 
too important to be withheld from the 
public, have intimated a deſire of ſeeing 
them in the preſent work. This affords 
an additional motive for inſerting them. 


T3 THE 
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THE REV. THOMAS DAVIES of SHER- 


RINGTON, to MR. CHARLES C. LANG- 
WORTHY, SURGEON, BATH. 


© Bm, 

* I feel a pleaſure in communicating to 
you what I have witneſled of the influence 
of the Metallic Tractors in relieving the 
afflicted, in the two following caſes. eſpe- 
_ cially; beſides ſeveral Inſtances of TOO TH 
Ack, HEan-acae, &c. in which their 
efficacy was alſo fully proved. 


& The firſt caſe, which J ſhall here but 
juſt mention, is that of Miss GaunTLETT, 
a young woman of my pariſh, of whoſe 
extraordinary complaints and ſufferings you 
have had already, I find, ſome knowledge, 
by report; but that which the Tractors 


were now immediately applied to was, 


A PARALYSIS OF THE G:SOPHAGUS, 


which had, for more than a year and a 
halt, entirely deprived her of the power 
+ of 


( 


of taking any ſuſtenance, but by the means 
of a proper tube; which, wonderful as it 
may appear, was, by the uſe of the Tractors, 
reſtored. Of the particulars of this caſe 
I here forbear making further mention, as 
Miſs GAUuNTLETT is about to ſend them to 


you herſelf, and to which I ſhall beg leave 


to refer you. 


U 


*The other caſe, in which a complete 
cure was effected by the Tractors, and that 
by only three applications, for about half 
half an hour each time, was an 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


« The patient was a widow woman of 
this pariſh, upwards of fifty years of age, 
and had been for ſeveral years grievouſly 
afflicted in almoſt all her joints and limbs, 
but which at laſt was confined to both her 
knees. Theſe were inflamed and ſwelled 


to that degree, that ſhe was unable to 


1 move 
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move or ſtir without all the pains and 
tortures uſually atterlant on ſuch com- 
plaints. 


« Should the publiſhing of the above 
caſes in any meaſure contribute towards 
removing the prejudices which may prevail 
againſt 10 uſeful a * you are at 
liberty ſo to do. 

I am, Sir, with due reſpect, 
your very obedient humble ſervant, 


| THOMAS DAVIES.” 
Sherrington, | 
January 22d, 1799. 


Here follows the ſtatement from Miſs 
GAUNTLETT, the lady mentioned in the 
laſt letter, addreſſed alſo to Mr. LAanG- 
WORTHY. | | 


Sir, 

« Being informed by my brother, the 
Rev. Mr. GaunTLETT, that you are de- 
ſirous of receiving from me a ſtatement of 

the relief I eee from the applica- 
tion 


1 


tion of Mr. PErxxins's Metallic Tractors, 
T will accordingly give you a brief account 
of the caſe. I cannot, indeed, think of 
enumerating all my complaints, and ſtat- 
ing my caſe at large, as that would be the 
work of a volume, having laboured under 
a complication of very extraordinary diſ- 
orders for more than eight years ; but of 
the complaint, from which I have been re- 
lieved by the Tractors, the following are 
the particulars; 


In the beginning of June 1797, in 


addition to my uſual afflictions, I was ſeized 
with a violent pain in my fide, and ſome 
other complaints, which were ſuppoſed to 
be dangerous. About a month after this 
attack, I was frequently in a ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility. In this ſituation liquids were 
often put into my mouth, which would not 
paſs the throat, and when I became ſen- 
ſible, I found | 


THE POWER OP SWALLOWING WAS 
TOTALLY LOST, 


* « At 


2 ; DES = — _ — = 
ö 
= = "' — K 


— Do ner rnd 
— — — — — — 

A 7 = * 2 
EZ £7 =... a8 2. £2 
— CS 


_ , : — "OE 
3 — — 2 — _— - — 2 — —— — — ag — 
BS .. — => - — 2 = ih _ T -— — 
— - — — —_——— ——— — — — — > - A - — — — = — 7. 
— — * "FIT LAS . = — — 1 —— — + 
* T z > ou 4 - : = — 8 - — — — 838 IA 
— ==> — PE + 4 2 2 Ap > r 3 — * 3 = 
a — — ; N 
=== - - 4 D — — » —— A * = - A "7 q ; A Mi - 
=D : — D—_ —— 4. 


— 


( 328 J 


% At this time I was attended by Mr. 
BowLe, a Surgeon of Market Lavington, 
who applied liters, electricity, &c. but 
without any effect. After continuing in 
this ſtate about twelve days, Mr. BowL R 
thought of the expedient of ſupporting me 
with liquids through an elaſtic tube, put 
down the throat into the ſtomech; and this 
contrivance, I have reaſon to believe, was 
the providential means of preſerving my 


life. 


& In this manner was I ſupported till 
June 1798, when I was taken with a vio- 
lent ſickneſs. Nature made many efforts 
to throw off the offending matter, but was 
for a long time prevented by the paralyſis 
of the throat. At length, however, a vo- 
miting commenced, which continued for 
four or five hours, and a large quantity of 
coagulated blood and matter was thrown 
off my ſtomach. The a& of vomiting in 
ſome meaſure reſtored the power of action 


in my throat, fo that I was enabled, though 
with 


a 6 


with difficulty, that night and the next 
morning to ſwallow ſome ſmall quantities 
of liquor, without the uſe of my tube; but 
in the courſe of the day the power was to- 
tally loſt again. After this I had two or 
three returns of the power of ſwallowing, 
ſimilar to that mentioned above, but al- 
ways of ſhort duration, ſo that I was 
obliged to continue the uſe of- the tube. 
But from this extraordinary complaint, 
about fix weeks ſince, I was wonderfully 
relieved by the application of the Tractors. 


% EpMunD LAMBERT, Eſq; of Boyton, 

a very reſpectable and well-known gentle- 
man and magiſtrate, purchaſed a ſet of the 
Tractors, which he recommended me to 
uſe. The Rev. Mr. Davizs, the rector 
of Sherrington, who is well ſkilled in the 
theory of medicine, was ſo obliging as to 
apply them, I ſubmitted to the operation, 
but with little expectation or hope of any 
relief. In about the ſpace of fifteen or 
twenty minutes, I felt a great tingling and 
heat 
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| heat in my throat, which was afterwards 
followed by a gentle perſpiration. After 
this tingling and heat, I found the action 
of my throat ſo far recovered as to be able 
to ſwallow the ſaliva. I then called for a 
glaſs of water, which I drank without any 
great difficulty. After a few hours the 
power of ſwallowing was again loſt, and in 
the manner already mentioned, was again 
reſtored the next day by the uſe of the 
"Tractors, 


In leſs than a fortnight, by the re- 
peated uſe of the Tractors, the action of 
my throat was perfectly reſtored, and I 
have been able to ſupport myſelf from that 
time to the preſent without the uſe of my 
tube. The above is a ſtatement of facts, 
and if you. think them important, you aro | 
at liberty to publiſh them. 
| « I am, Sir, 
« Your humble ſervant, 


„ ELIZABETH GAUNTLETT,” 


| Sherrington, near Heyteſbury, 
Wilts, Jan. ziſt, 1799. 
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LETTER FROM EDMUND LAMBERT, ESQ, 
OF BOYTON, TO MR. LANGWORTHY. 


Sir, 

Having been informed that ſome per- 
ſons are prejudiced againſt the uſe of Dr. 
PEREKINS's Metallic Tractors, in juſtice to 
them, Iſtate to you what I have experienced 
of their efficacy. I purchaſed a let of the 
Tractors about two months ago, at that 
time, with a view of immediately lending 
them to my neighbour, the Rev. Mr. 
Davies, of Sherrington, who made uſe of 
them with the deſired effect in two or three 
caſes, the particulars of which I underſtand 
will be communicated to you, I ſhall 
therefore confine myſelf to the proofs I 
have had of their efficacy in my own fa- 
mily. Beſides being effectual in removing 
in ſeveral inſtances the TOOTH-ACHE, there 
are two caſes which particularly merit no- 
tice, one of which reſpects myſelf. 


« I have 
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| I have been for many years ſeverely 
afflicted with Db 
THE GOUT, 


and uſually had violent fits of it every four 
or five weeks. Since, however, I have 
been in poſſeſſion of the Tractors, I have 
had nothing like a ſevere paroxyſm, having 
applied them at the firſt ſymptoms of a re- 
turn, and found them effectual in drawmg 
off the inflammation : ſo that the name (x) 
which Dr. PERKINSs has given them is, in 
my apprehenſion, characteriſtic of their ac- 
tion, and notion, that ſome ignorant per- 
ſons have imbibed, of their vepelling the 
gout, fully refuted. The laſt attack 
was about three weeks fince : I was ſeized 
in the night with a violent pain in my 
right knee, and had all the uſual ſymptoms 
of an approaching ſevere fit. The Trac- 
tors were applied three times on the fol- 
lowing day, and at. evening I had the hap- 
pineſs to find all my fears diſpelled, the 


pain and inflammation being entirely drawn 


(x) From the Latin verb Traho, to draw. 


6333 
off, and nothing remained but a ſmall de- 
gree of ſtiffneſs, which was removed the 
next morning, by ten minutes uſe of the 


Tractors, and, I thank God, I have been 
perfectly well ever ſince. 


« The other caſe to which I alluded, was 
that of a ſervant of my brother-in-law, 
Mr. SEYMoR, of Hanford, Dorſet, who, 
in coming to my houſe, had the misfortune, 
by a fall, during the late froſty weather, to 


BRUIZE THE KNEE, 


near the patella, in ſuch a manner as 
to produce a great inflammation, and totally 
prevent his walking. Upon the applica- 
tion of the Tractors the inflammation 
abated, and, in leſs than half an hour, to 
the man's great aſtoniſhment, he was able 
to walk as well as ever, and has had no 
ſymptoms of the injury ſince, though his 
knee remained diſcoloured by the bruiſe a 
long time afterwards. | 


6] have only to add, that, in every in- 
ſtance in which my ſet of the Tractors 
| have 
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have been tried, they have been found to 
anſwer the deſired end. If you think this 
letter will be of any ſervice in eſtabliſhing 
the deſerved reputation of Dr. PRRKINs's 
Diſcovery, you are at liberty to publiſh it. 

7 am, Bo, | 

your obedient ſervant, 
«© EDMUND LAMBERT.” 


Boyton, near Heyteſbury, Wiltſhire, 
January 23d, 1799. 


Thele caſes alone, were no other adduced, 
ought to ſatisfy the moſt determined ſceptic 
of the efficacy of the Tractors. Their ac- 
tion, in the dreadful complaint of Mits 
GAUNTLETT, is decifive. The Lady“ ſub- 
mitted to the operation with little hope or 
expectation of any relief, which precludes 
the poſſibility of the change having been pro- 


duced by any influence on the imagination. 


As this affection in the throat undoubt- 
edly ariſes from ſome conſtitutional infir- 
mities, there is too much reaſon for appre- 
hending recurrences of the ſymptoms. This 
is rendered the more probable, as it ſeems 

to 
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to be of a paralytic nature, which claſs of 
diſeaſes, eſpecially when dependant on 
ſome conſtitutional debilities, are, above all 
others, mot liable to relapſes, and indeed, 
in time, to become even unſuſceptible of the 
powers of the ſame remedies, which, at 
firſt, operated efficaciouſly. 


The circumſtance to which Mr. Lam- 
BERT alludes, reſpecting the falſe opinion 
of ſome perſons, that the gout may be re- 
pelled by the Tractors, affords an inſtance 
of the mean artifices employed to diſcredit 
them. So ſucceſsfully, indeed, has this 
ſtory been propagated, that the Editor has 
ſeveral times had occaſion to anſwer queries 
on this ſubject from his correſpondents in 
the country, many of whom were deterred 
from uſing them in the gout, from appre- 
henſion that their effects would be injurious. 
Determined oppoſers ſeldom yield a contro- 
verſy for want of reſources with which to 
combat, Firſt, it is declared that the ap- 
plication of the Tractors is totally nugatory, 
and that what is 2 of their efficacy is 

unfounded: 
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unfounded : This poſition heing proved to 
be falſe on experirnent, it is next alledged, 
by the ſame perſons, that their effects are 
deleterious, and, of courſe, ſhould not be 
employed ! 


On this ſubje& I ſhall merely obſerve, 
I have never ſeen or heard of an inſtance 
in which harm accrued from their applica- 
tion in the gout. The circumſtance, which 
muſt have been obſerved by every perſon 
who practiſes with them, of the pain follow- 
ing the courſe of the inſtruments, as they 
are drawn towards the extremity, alone 
proves their attrafing influence. It is al- 
ways proper to avoid expoſing any part, 
and eſpecially thoſe affected with the gout, 
during the application, to a cold' atmo- 
ſphere, as a metaſtatis,. or a transferring of 
the diſeaſe from one part to another, may 
thus very eaſily be produced. From not 
paying due attention to this caution, injury 
may have ariſen, and' improperly attributed 


to the Tractors. 
— —— 


APPENDIX. (No. II.) 


AFTER the preceding pages were 
printed off, the Editor, by accident, read 
the following Title-page of a Tract, pub- 
liſhed by Mr. C. H. WILEINSs ON, Surgeon, 
Adminiſterer and Practiſer in Electricity: 
—* The Effefts of Electricity in Paralytic 
and Rheumatic Aﬀeftions, Gutta Serena, 
Deafneſs, Indurations of the Liver, Dropſy, 
Chlorofts, and many Female Complaints, &c. 
Hluſtrated with a Variety of Caſes which 
have occurred at the Medico-Electrical 
Rooms, No. 10, Leicefter-ſtreet, Leiceſter- 
\ ſquare. To which are added, ſome Obſerva- 
tions on the Inefficacy of Metallic Tractors.“ 


After adducing thus much of the Title- 


page, no apology for briefly adverting to 
2 this 
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this publication can here be required : 
And firſt, to ſhew the reader how. the 
« efficacy of Metallic Tractors““ is here 
proved, the contents of the work ſhall briefly 
be given. The author commences by ad- 
vertiſing the public of his having © fitted 
up, at No. 10, Leiceſter-ſtreet, Leiceſter- 
ſquare, an appropriate and extenſive appa- 
ratus; and, to accommodate thoſe who 
prefer the adminiſtration of electricity at 
their own houſes, Mr. W. has arranged a 
number of portable electric machines, 
which he equally ſuperintends. Terms 
for attendance ; to be electrified every day 
at the Medico-Electrical Rooms, one gui- 
nea per week ; to be accommodated with 
an apparatus at their own houſes, and 
there attended daily, two uinene per 
week. wa 


To theſe ſucceed, after the Preface, the 

« variety of caſes,” which amount to 
TWELVE in number! as follows: Two of 
Hemuplegia, the firſt patient cured in two 
months, 
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months, and the ſecond much benefited ; 
one of Gutta Serena, nearly cured in five 
weeks; two Scrofulous Tumours, the 
firſt cured in a month, and the ſecond in 
ſix weeks; one of Menorrhœa; one of 
Paralyſis of the Bladder, cured in fix 
weeks; one of the Paralyſis of the Veſi- 
culz Seminales, cured in a fortnight ; two 
of the Enlargement of the Teſtes, the firſt 
cured in a month, and the ſecond, after 
having electricity applied two months, 
« from further perſeverance it is probable 
he might have been cured ;”” two of Rheu- 
matiſm, the firſt cured in nine weeks, and 
the ſecond in a few days. In many of the 
above caſes; it is proper to add, that medi- 
cines were at the time adminiſtered, and 
that electricity was uſed daily. 


After this © variety of proofs of the 
efficacy of electricity, and ſome obſervations 
on the caſes, follows a brief account of 
the Diſcovery of GaLvINI, and the ſubſe- 
quent improvements by others; the author 

2 2 then 
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then concludes, by devoting a page to 
proving the mefficacy of the Metallic Trac- 
tors, which is done as follows : 


„ Dr. PEREINSs ſeems to ſuppoſe, that 
in the human frame there may be local 
exceſſes of electricity: ſuch an hypotheſis 
requires many proofs to its ſupport. Even 
allowing this, the metals thus combined 
poſſeſs no power of equalization, they pro- 
duce no alteration in the ſtate of electricity 
in the animal frame; the whole change 

which is induced is between themſelves. 

Metals, as already obſerved, applied to the 
ſkin, have no influence. If then the gentle 
irritation of theſe Tractors is any ways 
beneficial, it muſt either be by acting 
on the imagination of the patient, or by 
the pleaſing mechanical ſtimulus. Dr. 
aſſured a medical ſociety in town, by 
the requeſt of Dr. Px RKI xs, he tried the 
Tractors on a poor woman, who com- 
plained of pains in both arms; he applied 
the Tractors to one arm; ſhe felt herſelf 
immediately 


< 263 


immediately relieved. To aſcertain whe- 
ther the relief was dependant on this, he 
drew a wooden ſkewer over the other arm 
the woman experienced fimilar relief, 
which demonſtrates that it no ways de- 
pended on any peculiar properties of the 
Tractors! I have tried them frequently 
on thoſe whoſe minds were not ſo eaſily 
worked upon, and have never perceived 
the leaſt effect. I prepared Tractors of tin, 
Zinc, copper, and braſs, 1n every propor- 
tion; have never found this to produce 
any other effects than what might be pro- 
cured by a common nail.“ | 


I muſt now be indulged in one or two 
remarks. In the firſt place, reſpecting 
what the writer is pleaſed to call Dr. PER- 
kIxs's opinion of the © local exceſs” of 
electricity, I beg leave to ſtate, that no 
opinion whatever of Dr. PERKINs's has 
ever been publiſhed on that ſubject. In 
my former Tract [ſee Influence of Metallic 
Traclors, pages 83 & 84] this circumſtance 

| + 30 was 


1 

was expreſsly and particularly mentioned: 
« Tt is a favourite maxim with Dr. P. that 
the judicious phyſician leaves the flowery 
path of ſpeculation, for the more arduous 
one of experiment ;” and, from a convic- 
tion of the deluſive tendency of theories, 
"He HusS hitherto forborne publiſhing his 
ideas relative to. the cauſes of the pheeno- 
mena produced by the Metallic Influence.” 
That many others, however, of High autho- 
rity, have adopted this mode of explaining 
the effects produced, is a fact; and they 
have not done ſo without adducing g weighty 
arguments in its ſupport. 


The Electrician, vin committing his 
remarks to paper, was perhaps not appriſed 
of the ſentiments entertained by thoſe lite- 
rary men who have impartially exammed 
this practice, or, it ſhould ſeem, this de- 
claration of the © wan? of proof”? would have 
been made with leſs poſitiveneſs. In the 
early part of this book will be ſeen the opi- 


nions of characters, to whoſe reſearches and 
| inveſtis 


TT I 


inveſtigations the world is indebted for a 


part of what little is at preſent known of 
the laws and properties of Electricity, and 
whoſe names (x) and diſcoveries have not 
paſſed unnoticed, even by this writer him- 
ſelf. Theſe men, Electricians for fame, 
but not for profit, declare, that © the opera- 
tion of the Tractors may be explained on 
the principle of Electricity ;”” that“ the 
Diſcovery is of importance to the healing 
art, and merits the thorough attention of 


phyſiologiſts.” ¶ See page 73 of this book. ] 


Next, that metals applied to the ſkin 
(in a ſtate of health, I ſuppoſe, is here 
meant) have no influence,” is, in truth, a 


(x) Mr. W. has quoted the following from Profeſſor 
ABILDGAARD, Whoſe theory on the Tractors will be 
ſeen in page 38 of this work: „Dr. ABILDGAARD has 
ſhewn, by repeated experiments, the conſequences of 
ſending ſhocks through the head ; in thoſe caſes, he en- 
deavoured again to rouſe the vital powers by ſending 
lighter ſhocks in the ſame direction, yet without effect; 


but immediately the animal was reſtored, by * 


ſocks from the ſternum to the vertebræ.“ 
Z 4 _ ſubſtantial 
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ſubſtantial argument in favour of their 
having a ſpecific operation in diſeaſes, for 
in a diſeaſed ſtate of the ſkin an effect zx 
produced ; for proofs of which, ſee at leaſt 
fifty caſes, in the preceding pages, of the 
removal of inflammations of the ſkin, and 
ſo rapidly too, in many inſtances, as to ren- 
der the change evident to the by-ſtanders. 
But now, ſee what is offered as an inference 
from the above :—< If, then, the gentle 
irritation of theſe Tractors is any ways 
heneficial, muſt either be by acting on the 
imagination of the patient, or by the 
pleaſing mechanical ſtimulus.” After what 
has been ſhewn of the effects of the Trac- 
tors on horſes, it is unneceſſary to notice. 


the former of theſe explanations ; and of 


the latter, which ſeems to be employed as 
a corps de reſerve, I beg leave to be inform- 
ed, what pleaſing mechanical irritation is 
there to be found, in drawing the ſharp 
points of the Tractors over a tender burn? 
Or, which is more to the purpoſe, what 
mechanical irritation was there in the ex- 

4 periments 
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periments of Profeſſor ABILDGAARD, who 
unequivocally proved their action on perſons 
blindfolded, and gave relief, without the 
Tractors coming into contact with the part? 


Reſpecting what has been ſaid to have 
been reported to a medical ſociety in town, 
and of the Tractors being “ applied by re- 
queſt of Dr. PEREKI Ns,“ I muſt obſerve (if 
I am the Dr. PERKINSs alluded to) I have 


no knowledge whatever of the caſe ; nor | 


do I believe I have ever heard a word on 
the ſubject. It is not meant by this decla- 
ration to arraign the veracity of any perſon, 
but we muſt ſuppoſe ſome miſtake was 


here unintentionally committed. It is a 


pity the final reſult of this experiment is 
not mentioned, and that the caſe 1s not re- 
ported like thoſe in the preceding pages, 
which ſtate whether and when the cure was 
performed. It would have been gratifying 
to thoſe who wiſh to aſcertain the merits 
of this Diſcovery, to know how this © poor 
woman's” complaint progreſſed. Are we 

| to 
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conclude that the was © relieved” for only 
half an hour, for a day, or that ſhe was 
quite cured ? or, are we to ſuppoſe that 
one arm recovered much ſooner than the 
other? I have had occaſion, more than 
once, in this work, to mention the fallacy 
of all experiments where no ocular proofs 
of the diſeaſe exiſts, eſpecially on patients 
of that deſcription ; and I ſhall ever here- 
after regard and treat ſimilar caſes as un- 
worthy of notice, and irrelevant to the 
ſubjett. A profeſſor of animal magnet- 
iſm would make nine out of ten of 7his 
.claſs of people acknowledge relief, with- 
out uſing either Skewers or Tractors. 


In reply to the laſt paragraph, with 
which Mr. W. rounds off his obſervations 
on the inefficacy of Metallic Tractors, I 
have only to requeſt the reader will con- 
front his ſolitary reſults with thoſe of about 
two hundred others, which appear in the 
foregoing pages, and with the thouſand 

Tr fimilar 
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fimilar caſes, which might be adduced, if 
neceſſary. 


As the arguments of many againſt this 
Practice, like thoſe we are ſpeaking of, are 
often founded upon objections to the 7heory, 
(which, however, the Diſcoverer never ad- 
vanced) it 1s proper here to obſerve, that 
the Editor, as its advocate, ſhall never 
throw the gauntlet in ſo indeciſive and un- 
productive a coriteſt. He hopes never to 
be claſſed with thoſe ſpeculators, whoſe 
mad ſchemes and viſionary flights have 
done incalculable miſchief to the cauſe of 
true and genuine philoſophy. His purſuits 
are plain facts; articles more /ub/tantial in 
their nature, and zul in their tendency, 


I ſhall not, in the true ſpirit of a modern 
medical controverſy, return the aſſault, by 
endeavouring to detract from the reputa- 
tion of the Practice which Mr. W. pro- 
feſſionally employs, and aſſert that Electri- 
City has acquired a reputation undeſerved 
„ and 
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and unfounded ; nor ſhall I enlarge upon 
the concluſive evidence which might be ad- 
duced, that, if the imagination has ſuch 
mighty power in curing diſeaſes, that Prac- 
tice, which holds up to the patient's view, 
and even attacks him with the thunder 
and lightning of an electrical apparatus, 
is of all others the moſt eminently calcu- 
lated to call this power into action. Nor 
ſhall I dwell on the correctneſs of the mo- 
tives which muſt have influenced the 
Electriſier in adopting that monopolizing 
mode of inveſtigating this ſubject, and (un- 
like what one would have ſuppoſed a real 
philoſopher, who had ruth in purſuit, 
would have done) avoiding conferring with 
me, deſiring any information. or aſſiſtance 
in carrying on the enquiry. The readi- 
neſs which I have ever expreſſed, both in 
my publications and converſation, to afford 
every aſſiſtance in my power to any man, 
| ſeriouſly and candidly diſpoſed to aſcertain 
the merits of this Diſcovery, and my ear- 
neſt wiſh to be preſent at any experiments 
| | made 
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made for that purpoſe, it ſhould ſeem, 
would have been ſufficient to have inſured 
me an invitation to have witneſſed theſe 
ſingular reſults; and yet, although the 
diſtance between our houſes is but a few 
yards, not even a hint of theſe proceedings 
was known to me, until the title-page of 
the book was accidentally preſented to my 
view, two months after its publication. 


Many of the diſeaſes in which Mr. W. 
adminiſters electricity at his rooms, it will 
be obſerved, are of the ſame claſs to which 


I apply the Tractors at mine; and as we 


are near neighbours, it may well be con- 
ceived that the ſame patients have poſſibly 
attended us both. This, indeed, is the 
fact; and the circumſtance has often afford- 
ed me the pleaſure of curing, in the courſe 
of a few days, the complaints of ſeveral, 
who had tried electricity for months with- 
out benefit. 


Theſe remarks on Mr. WILEINSON's 
& Obſervations, &c.“ have been extended 
further 
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further than was at firſt propoſed ; but the 
Editor has been induced to dwell longer on 
the ſubject, from an earneft wiſh that 
thoſe who are in the purſuit of the zruzh; 
and who are deſirous of aſcertaining the 
real merits of this Practice, ſhould be ap- 
priſed of ſuch neceſſary hints as would 
enable them to appreciate properly thoſe 
reports that are induſtrioufly circulated, 
by uninformed, and, in ſome inſtances 
perhaps, deſigning and intereſted perfons, 
againſt this Diſcovery. Other proceedings 
on this Practice, fimilar to thoſe here ad- 
.duced, have come to the Editor's know- 
| ledge, and though he does not know of 
their having found their way into print, 
yet they have been circulated with that 
avidity in converſation (a mode more fa- 
vourable for individual embelliſting which 
has rendered any other manner of pub- 
lication unneceſſary. 


The Editor hs ſenſible that the cenſure 
and language he has been obliged to em- 


ploy, 
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ploy, in ſeveral parts of this work, but 
which it was both his duty to himſelf and 
the world to comply with, will expoſe him 
to hoſts of aſſailants. He 1s but a Tyro in 
the field of compoſition ; and, therefore, 
were the deciſion or the controverſy de- 
pendant on the ability and {kill of thoſe 


who may engage in it, he would ſhrink - 


from the vain attempt of withſtanding fo 
unequal a conteſt. For ſupport and pro- 
tection he relies on the juſtice of his cauſe. 
As this has generally prevailed in other 
caſes, he feels a perfect willingneſs in thus 
reſting the ſubject. If diſeaſes are really re- 


moved, as thoſe perſons who have practiſed 


extenſively with the Tractors declare, it 
ſhould ſeem there would be but little doubt 
of their being generally adopted ; but it the 


numerous reports of their efficacy which 


have been publiſhed are forgeries, or are 
_ unfounded, the Practice ought ſoon to be 
cruſhed. 


APPENDIX. (No. III.) 


THE ſubje& of this Appendix may, 
perhaps, be regarded in that light, by many 
of my friends and acquaintances, which will 
induce them to cenſure me for beſtowing 
on it the leaſt notice.— It muſt, however, 
be briefly adverted to. 


Juſt as this work was about coming from 
the hands of the Printer, I was favoured 
with the view of a book, entitled, © Lec- 
tures on Diet and Regimen,” addreſſed to 
mothers and guardians — by DR. Wir- 
LINCH *, a native of Germany, and now 
refident in London.—In the table of con- 
tents F obſerved the following notable 
words: Perkins's Metallic Traftors ex- 


This perſon is an aſſiſtant conductor of a Medical 
Journal in London. . 
£4 ploded,” 
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' ploded, pages 144 and 145. —On adverting 
to theſe pages, where one might expect to 


| ſee this propoſition proved, Reader, be- 
hold, the demonſtration J. 


< The hoſts of empirics and mounte- 
banks to be found in our great cities, and 
the tinctures, eſſences, and balms of life, 
ſo much in vogue with even the poliſhed 
claſſes, the celeſtial beds, the enchanting 
magnetic powers lately introduced into 
this country by Meſmer and his numerous 
diſciples; the prevailing indifference to all 
dietetic precepts; the ſingular impoſitions 
practiſed on many females, in purſuading 
them to wear the inert acroamatic belts; 
the ftrange infatuation of the opulent io pay 
froe guineas for a pair of Metallic Traftors, 
not worth fixpence ; the tables for blood- 
letting, and other abſurdities, ſtill inſerted 
in popular almanacks, ſufficiently evince 

that this is far from being the Age of 
Reaſon.” | 
To the words Metallic Tractors a note is 
adduced, in the margin, preſenting a charac- 
Aa tes 
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ter of this Diſcovery, from the Monthly 
Review, the falſe quotation, Sc. of which, 
we have already had occaſion to notice, 
[ſee page 296 of this book] and which at- 
tack upon this practice, from its kindred 
nature to what is here exhibited, it is not 
improbable, was written by the lame 2 au- 
thor ! 


I hope none will be found fo egregiouſly 
miſtaken, as to ſuppoſe me ſo loſt to a 
ſenſe of my own dignity, and a reſpect for 
many worthy characters (among whom 
it muſt be known Royalty and literary 
men of high ſtanding are here equally ſplaſh- 
ed with the daring charge of © mfatuation” } 
as to condeſcend to enter into any diſcuſ- 
ſion with the author of this ungentleman- 
like and unfounded attack. 


This unwarrantable mode of offering 
aſſertion for proof, ſo unauthoriſed and even 
unprecedented, except in the condemnation 
of a Galileo, the perſecution of a Coperni- 
cus, and a few other acts of inquiſitional au- 

4 | thority, 


4 
thority, in the times of ignorance and 
ſuperſtition, affords but a lamentable in- 
ſtance indeed of the correctneſs of one of 


his remarks, viz. that, this is far from 


being the Age of Reaſon.” 


The motives, which muſt have impelled 
to this attempt at claſſing the MErALLic 
Pracrtics with the moſt paltry of empirical 
projects, are but too thinly veiled to eſcape 
detection, | 
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CASES in the preceding Pages, in which the 
METaLLIic PRAcrick has been employed with 
Advantage. 


Axk x, painful ſwelling in the, page 175, 246. 
Burns and ſcalds, 109, 161, 175. 


Contractions, 1 56, 257. 

Contuſions, 147, 152, 162, 174, 181, 194, 333. 

Epilepſy, 68, 170. - 

Eruptions and inflammations of the ſkin, 67, 117, 118, 
231, 255. | 

Eryſipelatous inflammations, 61, 137, 142, 170, 182, 189. 

Eyes, affections of the, 67, 131, 139, 159, 170, 177, 190, 
257» | 

Face, pains in the, 137, 170, 257. 


Gnat, bite of, 153. 
Gonorrhcea, ſtrangury from, 59. 
Gouty affections, II, 19, 22, 24, 36, 53, 555 57» 60, 151, 


205, 223 255» 257, 332. 
| m8 Hand, 


INDEX To THE CASES. 


Hand, periodical pain in the, page 173. 

Head, pains in the, 12, 15, 20, 33, 45, 48, 53> 115, 119, 
122 1515 153, 197, 2355 257, 324. 

Heels, painſul and inflamed. 145. 


Inflammatory tumors, 248, 249. 
Kidneys, pain in the vicinity of the, 187. | 
Liver, pain in the region of the, 185, I 86. 


Neck, pain in the, 59. 
Numbneſs, 138, 193, 


Paralytic affection, 141, 324, 327. 
Phlegmon, or boil, 89, 136. 


Rheumatic affections, including acute and chronic, lum- 
bago, ſciatica, &c. 12, 16, 27, 35, 37, 48, 51, 55, 65, 

\ 104, 105, 106, 108, 111, 115, 116, 118, 153, 158, 
167, 170, 191, 205, 207, 211, 226, 2347 235 2395 240, 
2435 244, 255» 257» 325. 

Side, pains in the, 114, 255. 

Spaſmodic affections, 144. 

Sprains, 121, 159, 165, 174. 

Sting of a waſp, 138, 140. 

Strangury, 170. 

Stomach, pains in the, 248. 


Throat, inflammations of the, 109, 113, 146, 170, 191, 
Tooth-ache, 35, 165, 170, 324, 331. | 


Whitlow, 117, ns 


INDEX To r HE CASES, 


CASES in which the TRxAcroks have been tried 
on HorsEs. | 


= 


Contuſions, page 265, 279. 


Eyes, affections of the, 270, 280. 
Eyes, wound in the, from a whip, 27 1. 


Inflammation of the ankles and feet, 278, 


Sprain and contuſion in the gambrels, 264. 
Sprain in the back ſinews, 271. 

Sprain in the paſtern, 260. 

Tendon punctured, 272. ; 8 


Udder of Sheep, inflammation of, 274. 


F 1 N43 


— 


— — — TT * —— 


— 


— 


Printed by LK E HANSARPD, 
No. 6, Great Turnſtile, Lincoln's.-Inn- Fields, London. 


1799. 


P CT TY — 
* = 


— — 


"4 Sa =» * * c * 8 4 
—  RÞ-. e Fai * " 
_— El 
- 
= 
> 
= 
. 
> 
. 
- 
- 
. . 
PS... 
a 
. 
* 
x 


| LATELY PUBLISHED, SECOND EDITION, 
PRICE 25S. 6 b. 


F INFLUENCE oF METALLIC TRracTORS ON THE 
Human Bopy, in removing various painful Inflam- 
matory Diſeaſes, ſuch as 
RHEUMATISM, 
PLEURISY, © 
GOUTY AFFECTIONS, 

e. 


lately diſcovered by Da. Perkins, of North America; 


and demonſtrated in a ſeries of ExPERIMENTS and OBsER- 
VATIONS, by PROFESSORS WooDwaRD, MEics, Rocess, 
&c. &c. By which the Importance of the Diſcovery is fully 


- aſcertained, and a new Field of Enquiry opened in the Mo- 


dern Science of GaLvaNnism, or ANIMAL ELECTRICITY. 


By BENJAMIN DOUGLAS PERKINS, A. M. 
OF LEICESTER=-=SQUARE, LoN DON. 


SON OF THE DISCOVERER. 
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